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We want your mail. No, not 
your unpaid bills. We want you 
to fill this page every issue. So 
let us know what you liked, and 
what you didn't, in this, our 
premiere issue. If you have any 
big ideas, let us hear them. 
We're going to keep at it until 
everybody is happy! We’ll even 
take a look at your artwork, 
poems (now that’s really spe- 
cial!) and practically anything 
else you send us. The possibil- 
ities are endless. So write! 


FARM FROLICS 
Dear Editor, 

Enclosed please find several 
shots of the official Bart Simpson 
scarecrow, winner of First Place 
and Best of Show at the Sonoma- 
Marin Fair in Petaluma, Califor- 
nia, June 1990. I built the 
scarecrow after the bright idea hit 


David Peters 
Irvine, CA 
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me that Bart Simpson was the 
man of the hour and would 
appeal to fairgoers of every 
age. The rules state that the 
scarecrows have to be con- 
structed of traditional scare- 
crow materials (straw, old 
clothes, things lying around 
the farm) and they have to 
aim to scare crows. It fol- 
lowed that Bart’s hair could 
be a straw broom, as that is 
what it looks like anyway. 
And those eyeballs (in this 
case, Leggs stocking con- 
tainers) are weird and 
scary, and the slingshot 
bodes badly for the birds. 
Bart always has to write 
something a hundred times 
on the blackboard in the 
beginning of every episode 
(we hate it if we miss the 
beginning and don't see 
what he has to write this 
time), so it followed that 
he could get his message 
across with chalk, man. 
Good luck in this new 
Simpsons Illustrated mag- 
azine endeavor. 
—Perry Walker Freeman 
Petaluma, CA 


UNCARVED BLOCKHEADS 
Dear Editor, 

This letter is in appreciation of 
last Thursday’s Simpsons episode. 
I was delighted at the mention of 
the Tao Te Ching by Lao Tzu. The 
last place I would expect to hear a 
reference to Taoism would be ina 
cartoon. I am currently taking a 
class on Taoism at California State 
University of Northridge. The show 
was all we could talk about before 
class. 

I was glad it was Lisa who knew 


Perry Walker Freemen, Petaluma, CA 


about the Tao Te Ching since she 
is the character I identify with 
most. I have to correct Lisa, 
though: the “Uncarved Block” is 
wood, not stone. If it was stone it 
would be the “unchiseled block.” 
Maybe the reference will get 
some young viewers interested in 
Taoism. I would recommend the 
Tao of Pooh by Benjamin Hoff to 
any young person, even Bart. It 
explains the basics of Taoism 
through another cartoon charac- 
ter: Pooh, 
‘ole Muraoka 
Northridge, CA 
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‘AP—WIDE WORLD PHOTOS 


OUR MOTTO: 


DON'T HAVE A COW, 
Simpson cut shaped by 
Barber Shop in Ketchikan, Alask: 


three days and trimmed and bleached every two weeks. 


- 


DO YOU THINK THEY 
WATCH ALL OF SEAN‘S FILMS 
AT PENN STATE ? 

You're not going to believe this, 
but at Simpson College in Indianola, 
Towa, they watch The Simpsons. 

Just to prove it, the student news- 
paper assigned staff writer Ann Wag- 
ner the task of measuring students’ 
views of the show. 

Sean Grant said Bart was his 
favorite character, adding: “He’s just = 
a real-life kid. He’s not like one of 
those Wally Cleaver kids.” 

Joelle Selk said: “They have sick 
humor and I love that.” 
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MOM: Jerry Field, 19, gets his Bart 
Bob Greguras at Elmo's Hair Design and 


4 


“TRUTH 


a. The cut is outlined every 


And Robin Hinshaw said: “One 
time I had my Simpson College coat 
on and someone asked me if it was a 
real college or a take-off from the 
show.” 

Well, which is it? 

—The Simpsonian 


HEY, DOC — YOU ANY RELA- 
TION TO HOMER SIMPSON 
DOWN AT THE NUKE PLANT? 

You probably saw this in “The 
Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists,” but 
Dr. John Simpson wrote in a recent 
issue: “The fragmentation of the Sovi- 
et Union may confront the world with 


2 


JOU WILL HAVE SHED 40 POUNDS OF DEAD SKIN. MORE IF ¥ 


z 


IS WEIRDER THAN FICTION” 


anew problem: ensuring that none of 
the new states which could emerge 
possess nuclear weapons and that 
they will rapidly join the Nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty.” 

Sorry man, we're not confronting 
any new problems until sometime in 
November. 


MAYBE A DIFFERENT HAIRCUT 
WOULD HAVE HELPED 

Bart Simpson of San Antonio, 
Texas, is a political underachiever. 

Running as a Republican candi- 
date for the Texas State legislature in 
heavily Democratic Bexar County, 
Simpson was creamed by Leticia Van 
de Putte, 71 percent to 25 percent. 
Hey, at least he beat the Libertarian 
candidate. 

Despite his pathetic showing, Bart 
took the best verbal shot of the cam- 
paign when someone asked him if. 
his name would help him get votes. 

He said: “It may be worth a few 
extra votes, and it may not. After all, my 
opponent's name is not so great either.” 

Now, that’s the Bart Simpson we 
know. 

—People; San Antonio Express-News 


ART IMITATES DEATH 
Lt. Don Bartling (Bartling!) was 
one of four Fort Lauderdale, Fla. fire 


OR LONG ENOUGH TO 
WATCH YOUR FAVORITE 
EPISODE OF THE SIMPSONS 
438,000,000 TIMES 
According to recent reports, the town 
of Pripyat, near the sight of the Cher- 
nobyl nuclear disaster, will be unin- 
habitable for 25,000 years. That's 
roughly as long as humans have 

lived in North America. 
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fighters called to the Mercedes City & 


Center in January to revive a woman 
in the lobby of the Museum of Art. 

Bartling said: “We got down 
there and the security guard showed 
us where she was, right inside the 
window.” 

What they saw was a gray-haired 
woman with glasses, wearing a pink 
beach hat, pink T-shirt, pink and 
black shorts and white tennis shoes. 
She was sitting in a black metal chair, 
reading a magazine. Some books 
were scattered at her feet. 

Bartling said: “After a while, we 
could see that she wasn’t breathing.” 

It was about this time they real- 
ized they were staring at an exhibit by 
superrealist sculptor Duane Hanson. 
—Associated Press 


BOOK ‘EM, BARTO! 
Since January 7, they've been 
sleeping soundly in California's Yolo 


County, near Sacramento. 

That’s the day Bart Simpson 
became the new undersheriff. 

And not a heartbeat too soon, 
after they'd thrown the former sher- 
iff and undersheriff in jail for taking a 
$3,000 bribe to fudge on crime statis- 
ties so that a developer could get per- 
mission for a big project in the area. 

Simpson served in the Sheriff's 
Department from 1972-87, as a jail 
supervisor, patrol sergeant and inves- 
tigations sergeant. 

Reached by us just before he was 
sworn in, a determined Bart said: “If 
they think the cartoon dork Bart 
Simpson is coming in here and they 
laugh, that's one thing. But the folks 
here have been laughed at enough. 
We want to begin this sheriff's admin- 
istration on a good note.” 

Okay, but watch who you call a 
dork, man! 

—Davis Enterprise; Bart Simpson 
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Take cover! It's Metal Storm, the exciting new game 
that'll flip you right out. With unique features like dual 
scrolling, “breathing” enemies and the great Gravity 
Flip, your world will turn upside down. Metal Storm will 
leave you wondering which way is up...and craving more. 


iment System (NES) ae rademaris of Nintendo of Anetica In. 
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Sen. Alan Simpson (left) and Homer Simpson: separated at birth? 


MR. SIMPSON 

GOES TO WASHINGTON 

How do you figure the most 
Homer-looking guy in the United 
States Senate, Alan Simpson (R. 
Wyoming)? 

Does the ranking member of the 
Senate Subcommittee on Nuclear 
Regulation watch The Simpsons? 


Noooo, Some lame excuse about | 


votes to cast, arms to twist. Gotta 
meet the press, gotta tape Nightline, 
gotta go on MacNeil-Lehrer. 


It took Senator Ted Kennedy (D. » 


Massachusetts) to remind Simpson 
of his family ties. 

At a roast for Simpson in 
Wyoming, Kennedy said in a video- 
taped greeting: “Uh, Homer...I mean, 
Al...recently there was a TV show, 
The Kennedys of Massachusetts. 
Maybe someday they'll make “The 
Simpsons of Wyoming.” 

Then, taking off his jacket to 
reveal a Bart sweatshirt, Kennedy 
said: “But Al, the Simpsons do have 
their own show. 
—Sen. Simpson’s staff 


HEY JUICE, WHY NOT LAY THE 
BLAME ON THE DOORSTEP OF 
A REPRESSIVE, OVERLY- 
JUDGMENTAL EDUCATIONAL 
ENVIRONMENT? 

Long before Bart, there was O.J. 
Simpson, the Pro Football Hall of 
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Fame running back who’s now an = 
actor and an NBC-TV commentator = 


on NFL games. 
The Juice on Bart: “I totally enjoy 


the show,” says O.J. “Especially the ~ 


part at the beginning where Bart has 
to write on the blackboard.” 

So, Juice, are you saying you can 
relate to the little guy? 


come to school more than once. In 
fact, when I was 
about Bart’s age I 
had my share of 
suspensions.” 
—O.J. Simpson 


JUST WAIT 
‘TIL THE DUFF 
BEER POLL, 
MAN 

What do Bart 
Simpson, Presi- 
dent Bush, Ivana 
Trump, Donald 
Trump, Madon- 
na, Pope John 
Paul 1, Andrew 
Dice Clay, Tom 
Cruise, Mother 
Teresa and Woo- 
dy Allen have in 
common? 

None of them 
could measure 
up to first lady 


Barbara Bush, the winner of last 
November's J&B Scotch “Over Dinner 
Poll,” which asked 1,000 Americans to 
name their top three dining compan- 
ions. 

If it’s any consolation, the little 


= dude who’s crude when he shovels 
~ his food scored highest among the 
~ also-rans. 


Maybe next November, Bart. 


> —J&B Scotch 


HAVE A COW, MAN! 


According to Montana Agricul- 


= tural Statistics, this year started off 
> wit 
= state. The state’s human population 
“Oh, yeah. My mother had to = 
~ Bureau of the Census. 


5 million head of cattle in the 


lags behind at 805,000 says the U.S. 


DUNAGIN’S PEOPLE 


“UEY, DONT HAVE A BART SIMPSON, OKAY?” 


REPRINTED WITH SPECIAL PERMISSION OF NORTH AMERICA SYNDICATE, INC 


GROUNDED FOR LIFE? 
CAN'T GET TO A NEWSSTAND? 
WHY NOT HAVE 


SIMPSONS 


ILLUSTRATED 


DELIVERED TO YOUR HOME? 


A full-year subscription will net you four issues 
plus one issue of SIMPSONS "ANNUAL. 


And, if you act now, you'll receive these two fabulous, full 
color SIMPSONS” bumper stickers’ absolutely FREE! 


READ AT 


This full-color, glossy magazine appears quarterly and includes: 
* Original comic strips starring your favorite SIMPSONS”. 
. Hidden mysteries behind the making of THE SIMPSONS”. 
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1. The Simpsons first 
appeared on... 

A. The Liv Ullman Show 

B. The Tracey Ullman 
Show 

C. The Trace That Almond 
Show 

D. Meet The Press 


2. If spelled out, Homer's 
typical annoyed grunt 
would be... 

A. D'oh! 

B. Gleeeeeeep! 

C. Nagada-nagada-nagada! 

D. Yabbadabbadoo! 


3. Marge’s older twin 
sisters are named... 

A. Big Bertha and Little 
Bertha 

B. Big Bertha 
and Bigger 
Bertha 

C. Patty and 
Selma 

D. Betty 
and Veronica 


4. Bart’s 
hero is... 
A. Krusty 
the Clown 

B. Curly 
Howard of 
the Three 
Stooges 

C. Himself 

D. Ted 
Koppel 


5.Lisa’s 
saxophone-playing 
mentor is. 
A. “Warts” Mulrooney 
B. “Post Nasal Drip” 
O'Toole 
C. “Bleeding am 
Gums” Murphy 
D. “Eczema” 
Jones 


6. Maggie 
wouldn't be 
Maggie 
without 
her... 

A. Security 
blanket 

B. Pacifier 

C. Teddy bear 

D. Copy of 
Susan Sontag’s 
book Against 
Interpretation 


was... 
A. Stinky 
B. Spanky 
C. Sprinkles 
D. Mulehead 


8. Marge’s bowling 
ball was named... 
A. Mr. Bowling Ball 
B. Globe of Fury 
C. Homer 
D. Snowball II 


9. What catch phrase is 

Krusty the Clown least 

likely to use? 

A. “Buy my cereal!” 

B. “Don't blame me! | 
didn't do it!” 

DC. “Who do you 

love?” 

D. “I'd like to 

recite one of my 

favorite love 

poems by 

Tennyson.” 


10. Krusty the 
Clown's pro- 
literacy slogan 
is... 

A. Give a hoot! 

Read a book! 

B. | plead for you 
to read, indeed! 
C. Books: They're not 
as boring as you 
think! 

D. Shut up and 
read, kids! 


11. Who was driving the 
car that ran over Bart? 
A. Otto the bus driver 
B. Lisa 
C. Mr. Burns 
D. Bill Cosby 


12. Bart’s teacher is 
named... 

A. Ms. Snarlberry 

B. Ms. Screamanyell 
C. Ms. Krabappel 
D. Ms. Nice 


13. Homer’s middle 
initial is... 


14. Bart's full name is... 

A. Bartholomew 
Jebediah Simpson 

B. Bartholomew 
JoJo Simpson 

C. Bartholomew Jinx 

Y Simpson 
D. Bartholomew 
Jumbo Simpson 


15. Lisa enjoys 
the pint-size 
cartoon characters 


B. The Delirious 

Little Pixies 

C. The Ecstatic Little 
Gnomes 

D. The Irresponsible Little 
Imps 


16. Bart enjoys the violent 
animated antics of... 

A. Goofus and Gallant 

B. Creepy and Crawly 

C. Itchy and Scratchy 

D. Chewy and Swallowy 


17. According to Herman, 
the military antiques 
dealer, he lost his arm... 

A. When he stuck it out 
the schoolbus window 

B. When he stuck it in the 
ball return chute at Barney’s 
Bowla-Rama 

C. When he tried to 
retrieve his golfball from 
inside the windmill at Sir 
Putt-a-Lot’s Miniature Golf 
Course 

D. When he shook the 
sleeping gator at the 
Springfield Gator Farm 


18. When the Simpsons 
went to Dr. Mai 
Monroe for family 
therapy, he had them hit 
each other with... 

A. Wet noodles 

B. Dry noodles 

C. Patented therapeutic 
foam-covered aggression 
mallets 

D. Ball peen hammers 


Continued on p. 36 


©1991 Twentieth Century Fox. All 
Rights Reserved. Additional trivia 
questions and Simpsons trading cards 
available from The Topps Company. 
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19. The name of the local 
baseball team is... 

A. The Springfield Isotopes 

B. The Springfield 
Meltdowns. 

C. The Springfield Molten 
Fuel Rods 

D. The Springfield Patty 
Meits 


20. What did Bart catch at 
the Ol’ Fishin’ Hole? 

A. A radioactive boot 

B. A three-eyed fish 

C. A five-eyed frog 

D. Acommunicable 
disease 


21. What is Marge’s full 
first name? 

A. Marjorie 

B. Marjorita 

C. Marjolani 

D. Margarine 


22. Who is the mayor of 
Springfield? 
A. Jebediah Springfield 
B. Diamond Joe Quimby 
C. Snowball II 
D. “Bleeding Gums” 
Murphy 


23. Which video arcade 
game does Bart play? 

A. Escape from Grandma's 
House 

B. Let's Shoot Everybody 

C. The Happy Little Elves 
Play Friendly 

D. Quarter Eater 


24. Bart’s 
favorite 
cereal 
A. Frosty 
Krusty 
Flakes 
B. Tasty 
Toasty Flakes 
C. Dusty 
Zesty Flakes 
D. Nasty 
Musty Flakes 


25. What does 
Bart spray paint 
all over town? 

A. El Barto 

B. The Cute Li'l 
Vandal Was Here 

C. | Scoff at Your 
Petty Bourgeois 
Ideals 

D, #&$%@!!! 
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26. In the 
opening 
credits of 
the show, 
what 
magazine 
is Marge 
reading in 
the grocery 
store? 
‘A. Mom Monthly 
B. Semi-Good 
Housekeeping 
C. Hunk o' the 
Month Magazine 
D. Freakish 
Hairdos 
Illustrated 


27. Sideshow Bob's 
replacement on the 
“Krusty the 
Clown 
Show” is... 
A. Sideshow Homer 
B. Sideshow Mel 
C. Sideshow Smithers 
D. Sideshow Bob Jr. 


28. Who did Maggie make 
friends with when the 
Simpsons got lost in the 
woods? 

A. Wild bears 

B. Wild boars 

C. Wild bees 

D. Wild weasels 


29. What did Maggie do to 
Homer after she 
watched some Itchy 
and Scratchy 
cartoons? 

A. She hit him 
on the head with 
a mallet 

B. She painted 
a picture of a 
tunnel on a big rock 
and had Homer run 
into it 
C. She dropped an anvil 
on his head 

D. She mowed him 

down with a machine 
gun 


30. What is the 
name of the 
clerk at the Kwik- 
E-Mart? 
A. Apu 
B. Popo 
C. Peppy 
D. Alpo 


31. Which of the 
following phony names 
has Bart not used when 
making prank phone 
calls to Moe’s 
Tavern? 

A. Al Coholic 

B. Mike Rotch 

C. Seymour Butz 
D. Isabelle Ringing 


32. What comic 
book does Bart 
enjoy most? 

A. Captain Eel 

B. Bulbous Boy. 

C. Radioactive Man 
D. Larva Girl 


33. What 
happened to 
Snowball I? 

A. She was 
run over by a car 
B. She disappeared 
down the ball return chute at 
Barney's Bowl-a-Rama 

C. She disappeared inside 
the windmill at Sir Putt-a- 

Lot's Miniature Golf Course 

D. She got her own 
Saturday morning spin-off 
cartoon show 


34. How many hairs does 
Homer have on the top of 
his head? 

A.7 


B. 1 

C.2 

D.O 
35. Which magazine have 
the Simpsons not been on 
the cover of? 

A. Time 

B. Newsweek 


C. TV Guide 
D. Vogue 


36. The name of the first 
Simpsons album 

A. The Simpsons Sing 
Gospel Favorites 

B. The Simpsons Sing the 
Blues 

C. The Simpsons Sing 
Fraternity Drinking Songs 

D. The Simpsons Go 
Surfadelic Freakout, Man 


©1991 Twentieth Century Fox. All 
Rights Reserved. Additional trivia 
questions and Simpsons trading cards 
available from The Topps Company. 


SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED 15 


kid’s is just right. At 
least if you pour enough 
maple syrup on it. 


Soon, staggering 

under the weight of a 
tummyful of boiled oats 

and the beginning of a 

major sugar buzz, 
Goldilocks stumbles into 
the Bears’ living room. 
There she finds—you 
guessed it—three chairs: 
a big huge one, a 
medium-size one and a 
little itty-bitty one. 
You kids really dig 

this repetition stuff, 
don’t you? 

Anyway, Goldilocks 
tries the big one and it’s 
too hard. The medium- 
size one is too soft (like that’s a problem or something). Of course, the Kid Bear's chair is—all 
together now—just right. 

But what Goldilocks doesn’t realize is that this chair has been booby-trapped by the Kid Bear to 
prevent its use by obnoxious home-invaders. When Goldilocks goes to sit on it, it immediately emits 
a loud, embarrassing sound. She's been whoopee-cushioned! 

Totally mortified, Goldilocks heads up the stairs to the Bears’ bedroom where blah blah three 
beds, blah blah blah too hard, too soft blah blah, and the Kid’s bed is just right. She climbs into that 
one and passes out. 


Okay, now here’s where it gets good. 

The Three Bears return from doing whatever it is that bears do in the woods. They immediately 
suspect foul play. 

“Someone’s been eating my porridge!” roars the Papa Bear. “What sort of world is this where a 
bear can’t go out for his morning constitutional without returning home to find his breakfast 
defiled” 

And then the Mama Bear wails, “Oh, dear! Someone’s been eating my porridge, too!” 

And then the Kid Bear shouts, “Somebody’s been eating my porridge, and they ate it all up! 
Hallelujah, Mama!” 

And then they go into the next room where the chairs are and... 

Well, let’s cut to the chase, all right? 

They go upstairs and the Papa Bear says, “Somebody's been sleeping in my bed!” And the Mama 
Bear says ditto blah blah blah. And then the Kid Bear looks at his bed and what does he see there 
but this dumb girl—sleeping like a fool in some bears’ house! 

And so the Kid Bear exclaims, “Hey, look, man—breakfast in bed!” 

Goldilocks wakes up just then, but her pitiful cries go unheeded. 

The Three Bears eat her on the spot, and she’s just right. 


Don't ery, Maggie. It's just a story. It didn't really happen. It's not a docudrama, man. Please don't 
ery, Maggie. I'm sorry I told you this story. I really am. You've got to stop crying .. . please, Maggie, 
please. Maggie, if you don't stop crying, I'll tell you 
another bedtime story. 


That's better, Maggie. OF. 
PEED 
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INSIDERS REVEAL THE SECRET TO SIMPSONS’ SUCCESS: 


“THEY NEVER THINK 
EVIL THOUGHTS” 


You've now reached the part of 
Simpsons Illustrated that really 
sets it apart from any other 
magazine. Get ready to go 
Behind the Scenes. We'll take you 
where no other magazine can or 
will go. Why? Because we won't 
let them! We're going to give you 
the inside scoop on all things 
‘Simpson’ as only we can. 

In this first Behind the Scenes, 
we're ripping the lid off the 
animation process that brings 
the Simpsons to life. It takes 
over six months, 100 people and 
16,000 drawings to create a new 
half-hour in the lives of the 
Simpsons. Among the show's 
creators are artists who spend all 
their time making the characters 
move or drawing the story's 
settings or painting the finished 
pictures. 

Designing new characters is 
one of the most important parts 
of making the show happen, and 
that’s where directors David 
Silverman and Wes Archer come 
in. Whenever a new character 
appears, these guys snap into 
action, figuring out what he or 
she will look like from the back, 
froni, top or bottom. They decide 
which expressions would be 
appropriate for a character and 
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David deepens his dimples. 


which would look out of place. 
They also oversee the show's 
pacing and make sure the 
storyboards are telling the story 
each week properly, often rolling 
up their sleeves and drawing 
layouts, and storyboards them- 
selves. 

We caught up with David and 
Wes in the Los Angeles offices of 
Klasky-Csupo Animation, where 
The Simpsons is put together. 


Simpsons Illustrated: Do you 
guys walk, talk and breathe The 
Simpsons? 

DAVID (In a Homer laugh): Heh- 
heh-heh. Seriously, it’s a really 
tough job, but really fun. We call it 
“The Art of Bart.” 

S: What’s your approach to 
drawing The Simpsons? 

DAVID: Wes and | like to keep the 
drawing simple and clear. Ani- 
mation should never be the star of 
the story. Good animation (ells a 
story. It shouldn’t say “Look how 
great these drawings are!” 

WES: Clear picture composition 
is really important. 

S: How have the characters 
changed since the show’s early 
days? 

DAVID: Bart used to be a total 
egghead. His first line ever was, 
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“Dad, what is a mind . . . is it 
a series of impulses, or is it 
something more tangible?” As he 
developed, Bart became more 
mischievous. 

S: How has he changed visually? 
DAVID: We used to have a war 
over how many spikes of hair he'd 
have. First it was 13, then Wes 
drew seven. 

WES: So we compromised on 
nine or ten. Lisa used to have a 
billion points on her head and her 
skirt. 

S: Marge’s hair is the real 
phenomenon. 

DAVID: When we were first 
drawing Marge, we kept making 
her hair taller and taller because 
it was such a riot having it bounce 
against doorways. Then it got a 
little out of control and we cut it 
down to the tame beehive it is 
today. 

S$: I’ve heard Homer was first 
modeled after Walter Matthau. 


Bart, Is That You?: The basic 
blank-mouthed Bart portrait 
undergoes strange trans- 
formations at the hands of 
various animators. 
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He was, in that scruffy- faced, 
bulbous kind of way. But really, 
Homer is like an older version of 
Bart, visually and character-wise. 
The funny thing is, he’s supposed 
to be setting an example for Bart, 
but he always says stuff like, (in 
his Homer voice) “Son, being 
popular is the most important 
thing in the world.” 

WES: Homer used to be thinner 


“Bart’s first line 
ever was, ‘Dad, 
what is a mind... 
is it a series of 
impulses, or is it 
something more 
tangible?’ ” 
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but we added a paunch. We 
simplified his head to more of a 
Charlie Brown style, but he’s 
always had those croquet hooks 
for hair. 

DAVID: [Simpson's creator] Matt 
[Groening]'s style was sort of flat, 
because his medium was differ- 
ent. We had to give dimensionality 
and movement to the characters. 
The characters are pretty geo- 
metric—like Homer's Ping-Pong 


ball eyes. 
WES: More like softball eyes. 
S$: How do you translate 


character personalities into 
design? 

DAVID: Our goal was to develop a 
style of animation, of motion, that 
conveyed Matt’s sense of the 
bizarre—the quirkiness of his cha- 
racters. His style really goes 
against the norm. The Simpsons 
are hyper and impulsive, so we 
made the animation follow that. 
S: How so? 

DAVID: When they move, their 
arms flail around. Their mouths 
are all over the place. There are at 
least 12 to 15 drawings for every 
expression. 
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moving platforms, climb to the top of |-beams with your grappling hook 
and slide with heels dug in down steep slopes while you evade razor 
sharp spokes. 

With your only weapons, a trusty laser sword and swift hover craft, 
you take on mutant centipedes, ancient dinosaurs, 
pirates, mad dogs, monkey-like mechan- 
ical robots and finally the evil 
mastermind in his mechano- 
skeletal headquarters. 
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the only true 16-bit system. Only 
on Genesis by Sega!" 
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S: Why aren’t the Simpsons 
flesh-toned? 

WES: The color stylist decided 
one day that Bart should be 
yellow. Matt said, “This is weird. I 
like it,” so it stayed. Flesh color 
wouldn’t work because there'd be 
no separation between their head 
and hair. Plus, the loud colors 
make their world surreal. 

S: Where do the guest cha- 
racters, like Marge’s sisters, 
come from? 

DAVID: The sisters are a squashed 
down version of Marge. So I took 
Marge’s face and sort of crushed 
it up and gave the sisters the 
famous Marge hair. Characters 
mostly come from people we 
actually know. Matt named Marge 
and Homer after his own parents. 
S: Any others? 

WES: Homer's boss, Burns, went 
through a lot of design work. He's 
basically a praying mantis. He’s a 
human bug. The voice also helps a 
lot with design. We've had some 
great actors do guest voices: 
Cloris Leachman, Danny DeVito, 
James Earl Jones, who was also 
Darth Vader. Once we hear a 
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character's voice, which we get 
on tape before we start to create 
the visuals for an episode, it helps 
us shape their look. 

DAVID: Oh, we based Herman, 
the one-armed soldier of fortune, 
on the guy who actually wrote 
that script. We also take a lot of 
our cues from Matt's “Life in Hell” 
drawings. 

S: There are people who like to 
watch the show for the changing 
visuals, like the different “T will 
not...” on the blackboard every 
week. 

DAVID: And the ending on 
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the couch, The Homer shuffle. 
The couch breaking through the 
floor. My favorite was the one 
with no couch at all. 

WES: There are artists who do 
nothing but backgrounds. The 
street scenes. The pictures behind 
the principal's head in “Bart the 
Genius.” 

S: You use some strange angles 
in the series. 

DAVID: In every episode there's at 
least one reference to a classic 
movie, like The Graduate. We 
also did the shower scene from 
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Psycho shot for shot. One 
episode's based on Treasure of 
the Sierra Madre. 

WES: The baseball episode with 
the Springfield Isotopes was a 
spin-off from Pride of The 
Yankees. We even went from 
color to black-and-white in one 
sequence. 

DAVID: It’s our way of sub- 
versively promoting culture 
(laughs). 

S: What's something a Simpsons 
character would never do? 

WES: They never think evil 
thoughts. 

DAVID: They never cross their 
eyes. They look wall-eyed. What’s 
cool about the characters is that 
their eyes make them look like a 
couple of neurons aren’t quite 
firing—like they're partly living in 
the clouds, in their own Simpsons 
universe. 

WES: Homer never hits Bart. He 
chokes him, but Bart chokes him 
back (laughs). You have to 
understand the way people act to 
draw The Simpsons. It’s the 
comedy of how people really act, 
the stupid things they actually do. 
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the comedy of 
something falling on someone’s 
head. 

S: So it takes a certain Simp- 
sons mentality to draw the show. 
WES: [ remember erasing ani- 
mators’ drawings left and right in 
the beginning. They had Lisa and 
Bart’s tongues wagging out of 
their mouths. They didn’t trust the 
lines of dialogue, so they made 
goofy faces and gestures to tell 
the joke. 

S: Where do you get story ideas? 
DAVID: There’s a bulletin board 
with at least 50 ideas taped up. 
“Bart goes to a rock concert.” 
“Bart goes to camp.” 

WES: We get tons of viewer mail 
with funny ideas. We got a hila- 


“Our goal was to 
develop a style of 
animation that 
conveyed Matt’s 
sense of the 
bizarre.” 


rious 
letter from a girl who wrote, 

“How about Bart getting caught in 
an elevator or the sewer, or 
getting a girlfriend?” 
S: Any tips for future ani- 
mators? 
WES: Draw as much as possible 
and see tons of movies. That’s 
where we get ideas for absurd 
expressions and movement. And 
listen to all different kinds of 
music; it’s good for determining 
timing. Always consider that your 
characters are moving in three 
dimensions. 
DAVID: Definitely. For instance, it 
takes four drawings to have 
Homer throw his arms up in the 
air fast, but maybe eight or ten 
drawings to have him put his 
hand on his head and shake it. It’s 
a lot of work—six months and 
over 100 people just to do one 
show. It’s also important to look 
at paintings, to see where an artist 
puts people and objects in a 
frame, and how that makes them 
more or less important. Wes and I 
studied art till our heads 
practically popped off. 

—Holly Macfee 
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~ DRAW BART'S MOUTH! 


This mouthless 
Bart, used by 
animators to 
experiment with 
different ways to make 
Bart’s mouth move, was 
put up on a wall in the 
studios last year. As seen on 
the previous pages, it seems 
as if every Simpsons artist 
has since taken a turn or two 
filling in the blank with some, uh, 
rather original ideas. 

Now it’s your turn. So get 

: your right brain in gear, start 
drawing and send us your 
efforts. (If you copy this page, 

] you can send several.) We'll 
print some of your submissions in 
a subsequent issue. And that’s 
about it. We’re not giving away any 
valuable prizes, and you’ve already 
got a Simpsons T-shirt. We are simply 
offering the fleeting fame of maybe 
having your drawing in a big-time 
magazine. But think how proud 
your mother will be! 


‘Send your drawings to: 


Draw Bart’s Mouth 
Simpsons Illustrated 

Welsh Publishing Group, Inc. 
300 Madison Ave. 

New York, NY 10017 
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SPACEMUTANTS 
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Hello, fellow humans! 

Bartholomew J. Simpson 

here, with a big secret: 

Space mutants are invading Springfield! 
Yours truly is the only one who can see ‘em—so it’s 

up to me to stop ‘em. I’ve gotta spraypaint things, get radical on my skateboard, and in general 

behave like a nuisance, man. It's a good thing I've got the rest of the Simpsons to help me out. 
So if you're a decent person, a patriot, save the Earth! Buy this game! 


eaggegy Statens 
ersiog one 
ENTERTAINMENT A«laim 
J Son 


entertainment, ine 
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is isnt a computer game. 


SkyBox" the real stuff from the NBA, is back in 
action with new Series Il cards, including 
coaches, lottery draft picks, both new and 
traded players and team logo cards. 

like all he Inaugural Edition SkyBox cards, 
Series Il cards were created by o team of 
graphic artists and computer designers using 
rt technology. 
sulls ore spectacular, The front of each 
player card features a unique computer 
generated background that emphasizes 


The future of trading cards has 


This is the real stuff. 


movement and action. On the back of each 
ployer card is a personality shot of the player 
and statistics generated by the official NBA 
Scouting Computer. 

look for SkyBox Series Il cards wherever you 


They're 
liste Free Offer: For a Special Limited 
Edition NBA Logo Cord, send your full name, 
oddress, and date of bith to SkyBox, P.O. 
Box 26004, Salisbury, MD 21802 ky 


NUCLEAR FISSI 


A 
: 


| 12 
YOURS TO KEEP, USE AND CHERISH! A POCKET GUIDE TO THE 
5 


| 
| SPRINGFIELD NUCLEAR POWER PLANT 
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Read more FREE comics on ReadComicOnline 


WATCH [T, MAN! 


IT’S TRE SIMPSONS at WATCH! 


7 
_ 
~ 
=e 
Now you can 

watch The Simpsons” 
any time you want! 

— 


To get your official 
Simpsons Wrist Watch, send 3 
Butterfinger” candy bar wrappers 
(2.loz. or larger), $14.99 (check or 
money order) and the order form 
below to: 

Butterfinger® Watch Offer 
P.O. Box 14054 
Baltimore, MD 21268 
Retail Value $30.00 a” 


NOBODY BETTER LAY A FINGER 
ON MY BUTTERFINGER! 


Zip 


99, 3 Butterfinger candy bar 
‘and zip code on a 3x5 card) and 
Box 14054, Baltimore, MD 21268. 


wrappers 
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We want your 
mail. No, not 
your unpaid 
Andy T. Piepho bills. We want 
") We n,Mp you to fill this 
page every 
issue. So let us know what 
you liked, and what you 
didn't, in this issue. If you 
have any big ideas, let us hear 
them. We’re going to keep at 
it until everybody is happy! 
We’ll even take a look at your 
artwork, poems (now that’s 
really special!) and practical- 
ly anything else you send us. 
The possibilities are endless. 
So write! 


WALL BART 
Dear Mr. Groening, 

I am a freshman at Virginia 
Polytechnic and State University, 
(or ‘Tech,’ which is a lot easier to 
say). I am just writing to tell you 
how much I appreciate the job 
you are doing and have done for 


\ 


ma / 
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quite some time. 

1 live in Pritchard 
Hall, which is the 
largest all-male 
dorm east of the 
Mississippi River. 
The only time that 
it is quiet is 
Thursdays at 8 
pm, when every- 
one settles down 
in the TV lounges 
with pizza and a 
bag of Doritos to 
watch another 
day in the life of 
the Simpsons. 

Personally, I 
take my Bart 
doll with me 
wherever I go, 
with his head 
sticking out of 
the pocket of my 
bookbag or coat. 
Also, I added 
some color to my 
hallway by 


David Toccafondi, 
Bear, DE 


re Tamila's 4 
+ Samedhind. 
She doy 
Then she Chu Qs: i 
She ceplaicee+ eadll, gu 
the te turrto 
she'll! nevertell! 


SpoRane, GA, 


painting the 
Simpsons on the wall outside 
my room, from a picture in an 
issue of our TV magazine. 
Everyone here agrees that I 
couldn’t have picked a better 
subject to paint. 
—David Toecafondi 
Bear, DE 


COW-ABUNGA 
Dear Editor, 

Believe me, man, this is a very 
moo-ving story! For practically 
no reason (besides me eating 
all the cupcakes, drawing on 
the wall, watching too much TV, 
and skateboarding in the 
kitchen) my mom has a cow! 
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Christopher Huddleston, Encino, CA 


So, my dad decided she might 
as well get one! We live in the 
city and can’t have a real one, but 
“Besse-Belle” is a totally radical 
500 Ib of solid cement. And holy 
cow, does 
she need a 
lot of atten- 
tion! We 
have to 
put fresh 

straw 

around 

her every 

other 

day, and keep 

her tied to the fence so no one 
can steal her. 


—Holly Cooper 
Defiance, OH 


MORNIN’, MARGE 
Dear Editor, 

I have just about all the 
Simpsons products, which I keep 
in my room. When I wake up in 
the morning, instead of being 
greeted by my parents, I’m 
greeted by the Simpsons. I made 
them with my grandfather out of 
wood (lifesize). I want to 
display all my things some- 
where so that people can see 
them, so I’m taking them to the 


4 SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED. 


Buckley fair this year. 
—Christopher B. Huddleston 
Encino, CA 


JUNG AND RESTLESS 
Dear Editor, 

I’m writing from the shop, 
(third shift). Please excuse the 
donut dust. I’m a born-again 
boomer burnout, so I really can 
identify with Springfield and the 
world of the Simpsons. It’s so 
much like what America’s really 
like, I love it. Why have Jungian 
analysis when your archetypes 
are so much more accurate and 
up to date. So 90s. 

—Tom Gregg 
Waterford, PA 


FREUDIAN SLIP? 
Dear Editor, 
I would like to know if the 


face of Homer Simpson was 
designed to be a sig- 

for Matt Groening? 

O > I am a fan of 
and of Simpsons 

} _ Illustrated as 
—Robert Marker 

Santa Monica, CA 
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into action 
with the 
coolest | 
characters | ii, 
eve! 


EADERS GIVE BART SOME LIP 


We asked for ‘em, and man did you ever 
send ’em. Bart’s mouths have been pouring in 
by the hundreds. Ninth and eleventh graders 
at Near North Career Metropolitan High 
School in Chicago, Illinois sent in more than 
70 entries, and one enterprising reader from 
Toledo, Ohio, even attempted to bribe us by 


Dustin Glick, Forest Hills, NY 


Ray Calderon, New York, NY 


J a> ° 


MISTER FANTASTIC IRON MAN CoLossus 
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Bar-Sield 


Holly S. Cooper, Defiance, OH 


Beth Redding, Chelsea, MI 


% 
AG 


EDWARD 
SCISSORHANDS 


slipping a dollar into the envelope along with 
the drawing. Nice try. Some greats we didn’t 
print include Bart the basketball net, mutant 
Krusty Bart, and multiple versions of Bart’s 
very own lipless kisser. 

Here's a sampling of your work. We’ll try 
to print more in a future issue. 


Micheel Jordan, Ft. Wayne, IN 


DICK TRACY 


FLASH 
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SPIDERMAN 


Tie 


oh a3 dy 
Davin P, Steffen, Virg Beach, VA Michael Moss, Alta Loma, CA 


Denise Britt, Wichita, KA Jesse Moisson, Oak Ridge, TN Herb Gaylord, Redford, MI 


WATCH IT, MAN! 


11'S THE BART TAPEMAN VCR ey a & aN W a 


Melinda A. Sparks, Christmas, FL John Taylor, Newburgh, NY 


NIGHTCRAWLER DAREDEVIL WOLVERINE PUNISHER LONGSHOT NINJA TURTLE GHOST RIDER ARCHANGEL 
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GROUNDED FOR LIFE? 
CAN'T GET TO A NEWSSTAND? 
WHY NOT HAVE 


SIMPSONS 


ILLUSTRATED 
DELIVERED TO YOUR HOME? 


A full-year subscription will net you four issues 
plus one issue of SIMPSONS"ANNUAL. 
READ AT 


JOUR OWN And, if you act now, you'll receive these two fabulous, full 
color SIMPSONS” bumper stickers” absolutely FREE! 


This full-color, glossy magazine appears quarterly and includes: 
* Original comic strips starring your favorite SIMPSONS”. 
. Hidden mysteries behind the making of THE SIMPSONS”. 
Investigative reports probing the soft 
underbelly of Springfield, USA. 
@ Insightful profiles of THE SIMPSONS" characters 
revealing their most hideous secrets 
profound thoughts, and possibly recipes. 
¢ Jokes, advice, mein facts, poetry. 
e And of course,much, much more. 


& UT TA 


One full-year (four issues) plus one issue of SIMPSONS” ANNUAL plus two classic SIMPSONS” bumper stickers for just $10.50! 
Newsstand price $12.50. Actual value incalculable! 


MATT GROENING 


We 


ight provide 


ute item(s) of comparable value at any time. 


SOS 
MAIL THIS COUPON TO SIMPSONS” ILLUSTRATED, P.O. BOX 10195, Des Moines, IA 50340 

YES, | want more out of life! Rush me SIMPSONS™ ILLUSTRATED. You may charge my credit card $10.50 for a one-year 

subscription (five issues total] as follows: 


MasterCard CWisa Card # Exp. Date 
Signature 


HSA16 


| have enclosed $10.50 for a one-year subscription (five issues total]. Send my magazines and free gifts to: 


Name 
Address 
City/State 
Zip Code Age 


PAYMENT MUST ACCOMPANY ORDER. Make checks and money orders payable to SIMPSONS” ILLUSTRATED. Offer available only in the United States, U.S. possessions and 
‘APO/FPO. Conadian and foreign subscriptions not available, SIMPSONS” ILLUSTRATED will be mailed four times a year: spring, summer, fall and winter. Please allow 6 to 6 weeks for 
your subscription to begin. Basic subscription price is $10.00. Also, SIMPSONS™ ANNUAL is $2.50. 
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She's the all-world queen of the beehive 
when it comes to piling it up and keeping it 
in place with a single bobby pin, but even a 
state-of-the-art hairdo can have its down 
time. Here’s your opportunity to set a new, 
maybe even higher, standard. We'll print a 
selection of your work in an upcoming issue, 

Send your drawings to: 

Re-Do Marge’s Do 

Simpsons Illustrated 

Welsh Publishing Group, Inc. 
300 Madison Avenue 

New York, NY 10017 
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DUR MOTTO: “TRUTH 


YOU CAN’T 
PROVE A THING 


David Slesinger of Derry, New 
Hampshire, dressed as Bart Simp- 
son, was one of 11 protesters arrest- 
ed May 1 for trespassing at the 
Pilgrim nuclear plant in Plymouth, 
Massachusetts. Ironically, plant offi- 
cials closed the facility the follow- 
ing day because radioactive water 
was leaking from a pump seal. 
Slesinger, who spent the night in jail, 
told reporter Bob Carroll of the Old 
Colony Memorial: “On one hand, it’s 
amusing that it began to happen 
while we were there. But then again, 
you don't want anyone to get hurt. A 
leak is a leak.” 
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1S WEIRDER THAN FICTION 


LOOK IT UP, MAN 

No need to ask the Bart- 
man for a list of the books 
you ain’t gonna catch him 
dead with. Let's just say that 
the Encyclopedia Britanni- 
ca is right up there. 

But if, by accident, he 
stumbled across the 1991 Bri- 
tannica Book of the Year, he’d 
find The Simpsons mentioned 
on page 361, under “Televi 

sion and Radio. 

An excerpt: “In broadcast 
network programming, 1990 
was the year that Fox made its 
mark with the help of Bart, the 
wisecracking, bug-eyed star of 
the animated sitcom, The Simp- 
3 sons, created by cartoonist Matt 
= Groening (see Biographies). At 
* one time Bart could be found 

not only on the network sched- 
ule once a week but also, it 
seemed, on the T-shirt of every 
prepubescent boy in the country.” 

The Britannica biography of 
Simpsons creator Groening has 
stuff you probably know by now: 
° did hard time in detention hall for 
doodling in class; later did hard time 
in Los Angeles and created the “Life 
in Hell®” comic strip, etc. 

Now, don’t get any bright ideas 
about buying this huge Britannica 
book just to read a tiny blurb. 

However, if you insist on check- 
ing it out, turn to pages 70-71. You'll 
find “Groening, Matt” right between 
“Gorbachev, Mikhail Sergeyevich” 
and “Hall, Arsenio.” 

Where else would he be? 


WAYNE COUNTY 
VOTES FOR BART 

A low voter turnout at the Wayne 
County, West Virginia, general elec- 
tion last November didn’t stop Bart 
from picking up an unsolicited five 
votes for County Commissioner 
there. Members of the “Brave New 
Bart” Popular Front were unavail- 
able for comment, but a march on 
Washington might be next on the 
agenda 

—The Wayne County News 


junk that rises from the briny deep. 

These old salts thought they’d 
seen it all—until last April. 

That’s when one of the divers 
aboard the Doubloon surfaced with 
an officially licensed Bart doll, which 
he had recovered from 80 feet below 
the ocean’s surface. 

“At 80 feet, most air-filled con- 
tainers don’t stand a chance,” said 
Cap’n Greg. “They implode. They’re 
history, gone. How this Bart doll sur- 
vived, I just don’t know.” 

Should we tell him? 


3 
e 
8 


= 
5 


& 
z 
Fa 
2 
3 
5 
Ff 
5 
re) 


THAT'S DEEP 
Many’s the time aboard the Gold- 
en Doubloon, a fishing boat for hire 
out of San Pedro, that Cap’n Greg 
and his mates have marveled at the 


Rescued from the depths, this 
Bart doll tells no tales. 
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MILI SMYTHE 


A MONUMENTAL DISCOVERY 

In February, Tom Buetler took a 
trip from Los Angeles to Baja Cali- 
fornia. Standing motionless on an 
otherwise empty beach at Cabo San 
Lucas, suddenly aware that the rock 
formation facing him was an exact 
likeness of Grampa Abraham Simp- 
son, Buetler spoke, on behalf of us 
all, a single word. 

“Whoa.” 


JOE HUTSCHING 


Grampa Abraham Simpson 
rock in Baja California, 


FOUND: BART’S ALTER EGO 

Bart Simpson of Sylvester, Geor- 
gia, reckons that if Bart Simpson, 
cartoon character, ever came face 
to face with him, “He’d probably be 
surprised.” 

Don't get him wrong, man. The 
15-year-old Bart, who recently fin- 
ished his freshman year at Worth 
County High School, enjoys a good 
water balloon war as much as the 
next kid. Other than that, he’s a soft- 
spoken guy with a basketball hoop in 
his back yard and a passion for base- 
ball cards. 

When it comes to being Bart 
Simpson, though, he gets his biggest 
kick from people's reactions to his 
name. 

On his first day of high school, 
Bart's gym class fell silent when the 
teacher called his name. And his 
mother, Trisha, says that on a recent 
visit to the dentist, “The same thing 
happened. Everybody turned to look 
at him.” 

Bart's favorite Simpsons charac- 
ters are (who else?) Bart and Homer. 
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Real Heavy Metal! 


Take cover! It’s Metal Storm, the exciting new game 
that'll flip you right out. With unique features like dual 
scrolling, “breathing” enemies and the great Gravity 
Flip, your world will turn upside down, Metal Storm will 

leave you wondering which way is up...and craving more. 


IREM AMERICA CORP® 
8335 154th Avenue NE. Redmond, WA 98052 


mene 
= 


{©1900 rm AmeccaCorp: TM and Rare trademarks of rem. Nintendo, Nniondo Entertainment System (NES) ae trademarks of Nintendo ot Amesca Inc 


Heavy R-Tillery. True R-Cade Action. 


This phenomenal arcade hit now fits into your Game Boy.” 
All the challenging game play. All the excitement. Even the 
detailed graphics and power-ups. This intense, action- 
packed space fantasy is a whole R-senal of fun. 


IREM AMERICA CORP® 
8335 154th Avenue N.E, Redmond, WA 98052 
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GO BANANAS! « 
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It's\A Swingin’, 
Singin’, Jungle 
Adventure! 
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The “real” Bart Simpson? 


Why? “Homer's always got something 
to say, and they’re always fussing at 
each other.” 

Unlike Yolo County (California) 
Undersheriff Bart Simpson (In The 
News, Simpsons Illustrated, Spring 
1991), this Bart enjoys sharing his 
name with a celebrity brat. 

Trisha Simpson says, “Sometimes, 
he warns me, ‘Mama, I’m gonna turn 
out to be like my namesake on TV.’ I 
just tell him, ‘No way.’” 


SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED 
IN THE NEWS 

“If television is the devil's baby 
sitter, then Bart Simpson is the 
antichrist of academic achievement,” 
said USA Today on Friday, April 12, 
in its review of Simpsons Illus- 
trated. 

The review lambasted the “School 
Survival Handbook,” and said that 
parents who buy the magazine for 
their kids “shouldn’t be surprised 
when Junior displays a blatantly hos- 
tile attitude toward school, academ- 
ic achievement and teachers.” 
Referring to the March/April edition 
of the Harvard Business Review, 
which said that U.S. students contin- 
ue to chalk up poor performances on 
worldwide academic tests, USA 
Today implied that these low scores 
are Bart Simpson’s, and Simpsons 
Illustrated’s, fault. 

— USA Today 


SIMPSONS IN THE SAND 


It took the folks at Houston's EDI 
Architecture/Planning three years to 
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10 FLOWERS TO MAKE ONE POUND OF HONEY. 


SOLVE, EVEN WHEN COOKED INACID.©  BEESMUST COLLECT NECTAR FROM ABOUT 2,000, 


do it, but in 1990 they finally won the 
AIA/Steelcase Sandcastle Competi- 
tion. This beachside extravaganza is 
held annually at Galveston Island, 
Texas. 

EDI's sand sculpture of the Simp- 
son family, one of 40 entries by 
Houston area architectural and 
design firms, took first prize over- 
all, as well as “most lifelike” and 
“most popular.” 

When last heard from, the EDI 
team was preparing to defend its title 
(and the Simpson family honor) in 
this year’s event, held June 1. 

EDI's Jim Ronczy said the team’s 
approach has evolved from “laid 
back” to “serious marketing.” 

“In 1988, all we had to work with 
was a rough sketch of a mermaid,” 
Ronczy said. “People kept coming up 
and asking, ‘What's that supposed to 
be?’ When it was done, they asked, 
‘What’s that supposed to be?” 

“The next year, we said, ‘We gotta 
get serious,’ so we did a parody of a 
Monopoly board and introduced 
color. The thing was only about a 
foot-and-a-half high, though. It wasn’t 
even chosen most popular—and we 
stuffed the ballot box!” 

Ronczy said that the group agreed 


IN BART WE TRUST 
In March, careful observers of 
CBS TV's NCAA basketball tour- 
nament coverage saw one specta- 
for’s contribution to Simpsonian 
and American culture. 
During a time-out in one of the 


first-round games, the camera 

zoomed in on the tails’ side of a 

Thomas Jefferson nickel. The hand 

turned the coin, revealing the head 

of .. . no, not the famous democrat, 

but an equally famous demo-brat. 
Guess who. 


on last year’s winning idea after days 
of debating whether to do the Simp- 
sons or the Teenage Mutant Ninja 
Turtles. By the time June came 
around, the Turtles movie had been 
playing for two months and had 
inspired two entries in the competi- 
tion. EDI’s entry was the only one 
with a Simpsons theme. 

“Actually, we made a backup 
entry,” Ronczy said. “We smoothed 
out a patch of sand on our plot, ran 
three tire tracks across it and 
entered it as the Stealth Bomber. It 
tied our Simpsons entry as most 
lifelike.” 


Simpsons prizewinner. 


The EDI beach brigade rules the sands with its “most lifelike” 


SUZANNE KITTRELL 
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The conductor raises his 
arms. An expectant silence set- 
tles over the room. The orches- 
tra seems to tense as one body, 
and the count begins. 

Then, on cue, the music 
surges forth—a Las Vegas show- 
band sound that would delight 
Wayne Newton. 

The music builds to a crescen- 
do, only to halt as abruptly as it 
began. The conductor lowers his 
arms and turns to his audience 
for approval. 

His audience doesn’t exactly 
approve. 

“I want to be able to hear 
that drum,” says Jay Kogen, a 
producer of The Simpsons and 
the author of the “Old Money” 
episode, which will air in six 
days. 

In the story, Grampa 
Simpson inherits a small for- 
tune from his girlfriend. At this 
point in the episode, Grampa is 
off to Las Vegas on a casino 
junket, in hopes of doubling his 
inheritance. 

A busload of geriatrics from 
the Springfield Retirement Home 
pulls up to the casino. Flashing 
neon signs, spouting fountains 
and toga-clad cocktail waitresses 
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A Look at the 
People Behind 
the Music We 
Hear on The 
Simpsons 


By Andy Rivera 


Composer-conductor Alf Clausen 


N YELLOW 


take over the screen...accompa- 
nied, of course, by a burst of 
show-band sound. 

° 

When you sit down to watch 
The Simpsons, you may not even 
notice the music—unless Lisa 
plays the blues. But it’s an indis- 
pensible part of the presentation, 
every bit as important (and 
sometimes every bit as subtle) as 
the visual details that appear in 
the corners of numerous scenes. 

“The music helps to sell the 
reality of the show, more than it 
helps to sell any joke in the 
show,” Kogen says. “Because the 
people are drawn, and some- 
times the drawings can’t convey 
everything, the music helps a 
great deal.” 

Composer-conductor Alf 
Clausen takes Kogen’s point 
about selling the reality of the 
show a step further: 

“We don’t consider The 
Simpsons a cartoon. These are 
real people. 

“More important, what I have 
found on this show is that the 
editing is a lot tighter than in a 
typical dramatic show format. It's 
difficult to find long spaces for 
fitting in music. The stories are 
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PHOTOS BY TED SOKI 


detailed, and the editing is tight. 
Sometimes I only have three or 
four or five seconds to play 
something sad, before it changes 
gears and goes someplace else.” 

You may be surprised to find 
out how much work goes into 
the music behind each episode. 
Assisted by a handful of skilled 
technicians, Clausen assembles 
the complete score for a single 
show, to be played by a 40-piece 
orchestra. 

They have five days to do it. 

eee 

The process begins on 
Monday, 11 days before the 
episode will be aired. The first 
step is called the “music spotting 
session.” Clausen, Kogen and a 
group of music and special 
effects people view the show 
without benefit of sound—no 
dialogue, no music. 
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40-Piece Orchestra: 
The size and 
versatility of 
Simpsons musicians 
is needed to create 
a wide variety of 
sounds, from Lisa’s 
12-bar blues to Las 
Vegas showroom 
swing. 


“We go through the show,” 
Kogen says, “and we talk about 
what music we need and where 
we need it. [Clausen] gives his 
ideas, what he’d like to do. And 
they’re usually right on target.” 

That figures. Clausen’s credits 


as a composer for television 
include “Moonlighting” and 
“ALF.” He has received seven 
Emmy nominations. 

“Tt’s a collaborative effort,” 
Clausen says. “I look at the scene 
and then evaluate the observa- 
tions that were made in the spot- 
ting session. Then I try to 
compose a piece of music that 
will fit emotionally to what 
they’ve asked for. Once I have a 
general idea as to the style of the 
music, the nuts and bolts part of 
it starts. 

“Sometimes they just leave it 
up to me and say, ‘We know there 
should be music there. Do some- 
thing.” 

eee 

Clausen has all of three days 
to work on the “nuts and bolts” 
of composing the music. 
(Between finishing his work and 
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First Impressions: 
When the orchestra 
comes together on 

Friday afternoon, just 
days before the 
episode airs, the 
musicians see 
Clausen’s music for 
the first time. 


recording it in the intense, four- 
hour Friday afternoon session, 
Clausen must leave time for 
copyist Joann Kane and her staff 
to extract the orchestral parts.) 

After the spotting session, 
music editors Chris Ledesma and 
Bob Bedecher prepare a set of 
“music spotting notes” for 
Clausen. These take the form of a 
numbered list of music cues. 
Each includes a brief description, 
a starting time, a stopping time 
and an approximate length. An 
average episode of The 
Simpsons contains 30 music 
cues. 

Once the music cues have 
been assembled, Ledesma and 
Bedecher break down each cue 
into “timing notes,” observations 
about each scene. 

Clausen explains the timing 
notes: “If a guy turns, if a guy 
pokes somebody in the shoulder, 
if a guy falls over dead, [the 
music editors] will describe, in 
seconds and one-hundredths of 
seconds, the exact timing of each 
one of those pieces of action. 

For example, a 3.7-second 
scene could have many different 
actions. Clausen’s tools for merg- 
ing his composition with the 
scene include: 


SUMMER, 1991 


—the timing notes; 

—a computer; 

—a “click-track,” which is an 
extremely precise type of digital 
metronome that the orchestra 
members will hear in their head- 
phones during the recording ses- 
sion; 

—‘visual streamers,” various 
colored bars that will pass across 


“The music 
helps to sell 
the reality of 
the show. We 
don’t consider 
The 
Simpsons a 
cartoon. These 
are 
real people.” 


the 


screen of the video monitor next 
to Clausen during the recording 
session. (Incidentally, Clausen 
will be the only person in the stu- 
dio with a video monitor.) 

Using the visual streamers, 
which mark the beginning and 
end of the music sequence, 
Clausen can plot the music so 
that it precisely matches the 
action on the television screen. 

eos 

During the three-day process 
of composing the score for each 
episode, Clausen can turn to a 


team of specialists, which 
includes: 
—Orchestrator Hummie 


Mann. If Clausen is pressed for 
time, he can give Mann a 
“sketch” of his needs. Later, dur- 
ing the recording session, Mann 
will serve as Clausen’s “ears” in 
the control booth. 

—Music contractor Mike 
Rubin. Using an overall list 
drawn up by Clausen, Rubin 
selects the players who will per- 
form the show's music. 

—Carol Farhat, head of televi- 
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TH 


sion music for Twentieth Century 
Fox. Farhat coordinates all the 
musical elements in the show, 
from renting the recording studio 
(in this case, Evergreen Studios 
on the CBS lot in Studio City) to 
negotiating for the rights to a 
song called for in a particular 
show’s script. 

—Two teams of engineers 
Hither the Fox team of Armin 
Steiner and Terry Brown, or the 
freelance team of Rick Riccio 
and Steve Bartkowicz. 

ooo 

Friday afternoon, 2:00. 

Through the heavy glass of 
the control booth, a visitor can 
see the orchestra, surrounded by 
microphones. 

A small group sits jammed in 


Using ‘‘visual 
streamers,” 
Clausen can 
plot the 
music so that 
it precisely 
matches the 
action on the 
television 
screen. 


the booth. Behind producer 
Kogen are three engineers, work- 
ing the maze of switches and 
levers on the sound board. Also 
on hand are members of The 
Simpsons’ writing staff, making 
sure the “feel” of the music cor- 
responds to what came out of 
Monday's spotting session. 
Outside, members of the 
orchestra scan their music 


FROM BATMAN TO BART, MAN 


Although most of 
the soundtrack 
music is written by 
Alf Clausen, the 
theme song you 
hear at the begin- 
ning of each show 
was written by 
Danny Elfman, the 
lead singer and 
songwriter of 
Oingo Boingo. 

Elfman’s musical 
career began in 
the 1970s when 
his group, then 
called the Mystic 
Knight of Oingo 
Boingo, began per- 
forming bizarre big- 
band music at Los Angeles night clubs. Constant costume 
changes, including gorilla suits, kept audiences amused and 
confused. After several years of struggling, Elfman jettisoned 
the mutant Cab Calloway-style theatrics of the large band, and 
developed the rhythmically sophisticated new-wave rock ‘n’ roll 
of Oingo Boingo. 

In 1985, Elfman began a secondary career as a movie com- 
poser when he scored Pee-Wee’s Big Adventure for director Tim 
Burton. These days, he’s one of Hollywood's busiest film com- 
posers, with Batman, Beetlejuice, Scrooged, and Dick Tracy 
among his credits. 

Simpsons Illustrated: How were you selected to write the theme 
song to The Simpsons? 

Danny Elfman: | don’t know if you ever know how you're picked. 
1 would suppose, because I’d done Pee-Wee's Big Adventure 
and some movies like that, they thought of me. 

S: What was your approach in creating the theme song? 
Elfman: | talked at length with Matt Groening and got an idea of 
the style he hoped it would be. Before | take on any job, | try to 
find out what they’re looking for, and if it’s something | would 
enjoy doing. If not, | don’t do it. Being that I’m a big fan of old- 
fashioned television themes, and that’s what Matt was looking 
for, the project sounded exciting. | don’t like modern themes, 
and The Simpsons is definitely written in the style of a 1960s TV 
theme. 

S: What sorts of styles influenced you when you wrote the 
theme? 

Elfman: It was in the style of The Flinstones or The Jetsons, the 
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way the violins played in the sixties, very fast...very fun and 
very crazy. 

S: The '60s? 

Elfman: Absolutely. In fact, all of the TV themes I've written have 
specifically dated back to the '60s, because back then the TV 
themes were really fun. That’s when you had The Addams Fami- 
ly and | Dream of Jeannie and The Munsters and Gilligan's 
Island—one of the best. These were great, memorable themes. 
Nowadays, television themes tend to be more laid-back and 
modern and don't really have much of a melody that you’d 
remember. | like the fun, in-your-face style of those old themes. 
S: They didn’t take themselves so seriously? 

Elfman: | was just looking for something Simpsons-y. | wanted it 
to feel like it could have been the ’60s, the '80s, the ’90s, one 
of those timeless animated themes that wouldn't feel as if it 
were from any particular era. 

S: What was the actual process you used to write the theme? 
Elfman: As soon as | got a feel for what the show was, it just 
popped right into my head. | wrote it down, then did a demo of 
the piece on synthesizers. | played it for them; they liked it, and 
that was that. 

S: Do you have any favorite episodes of The Simpsons? 
Elfman: One of my favorites was the one where Bart was made 
a slave at the winery in France. Being that |’ve worked in France 
myself, and all of my in-laws on my brother's side are French, | 
got a particular kick out of that. 

S: How did you begin doing movie scores? 

Elfman: |’ve always loved film scores. | got into it more from 


being a fan than any 
(T3 thi . Th first 
The Addams ting \ dia was for my 
Family and | Dream brother. it was wnat 
o you'd call a midnight 
of Jeannie and film, a very low-budget 
Gilligan’s musical called Forbid- 
Island...These were 
great, memorable 
themes.” 


den Zone. \t wasn't until 
five years later, when 
Tim Burton and Pee-Wee 
Herman hired me to do 
Pee-Wee's Big Adven- 
ture, that | really began 
my career as a film composer. It took off from there. Pee-Wee 
was my first orchestral film score, and Batman was my tenth. 
Tim’s movies tend to be on fives. Pee-Wee was my first, Beetle- 
juice my fifth, Batman my tenth, and Edward Scissorhands was 
almost my fifteenth, but alas, it was only my fourteenth. If | just 
stuck in one more movie, | would have kept a perfect symmetry. 
$: Do you have any tips for young musicians? 

Elfman: Just to stick with your intuition. Really, the whole trick in 
anything in the arts is to get a strong sense of your own intuition 
and stick with it. 

—Andy Rivera 
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Sealed off behind the 
thick glass of the 
control booth, engineers 
communicate with the 
orchestra through 
microphones, headsets, 
and overhead speakers. 


sheets. 


This is their first look at 
Clausen’s work, and they will 
sight-read as they perform. To a 
visitor's untrained ear, every pas- 
sage will sound perfect the first 
time it is played, but it often 
takes several recorded attempts 
before the entire staff is satisfied. 
eee 

Less than a week later, the 
show will appear on the Fox 
Television Network. Midway 
through the episode, a tiny bus 
will pull up to a glittering casino. 
In the background we'll hear the 
sound of an orchestra—a “Las 
Vegas” sound, but with a special 
Simpsons touch. 
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SPACE MUTANTS VIII: 
SPRINGFIELD MALL MULTI-PLEX THEATERS * THE MERCHANDISING BONANZA 


FINALLY, A GAME THAT SPEAKS Y 
YOUR LANGUAGE! KS 


Totally Rad” takes the most awesome beach dude on a trip far 
below the sand, in pursuit of the totally ungnarly creature who 
made off with his beautiful girlfriend. Along the way, he runs into 
some totally gruesome monsters, who come after him with some 
pretty heavy magic. Luckily, he’s got afewtricksof ___ 
his own: magic boomerangs, electric shock claws, & 
shooting stars, even telepathy. Thisdudeeven | 
has the ability to change forms...fromabirdtoa / 
lion to a giant lizard. | 


TOTALLY RAD IS TOTALLY RAD! 


goes unde: 


System’ are reteeredredemarks of Nitendo ofAmerica ne 1981 JlecoUSA nc New! For the Nintendo Entertainment System. 


BARNEY’@ 


THIS WEEK’S SPECIAL EVENTS 


MONDAY 


Atomic Bombers League Night 


THURSDAY 


Blindfold Bowling 
from 6:30 to & P.M. 
$5 CASH PRIZE! 


All items guaranteed 100% deep fried! 


After the final frame, refresh yourself ate. 


The 

Gutter Ball Lounge 
‘ HAPPY HOUR 
Home of Thursdays 6-€:30 


the net Free oxtra-cally peanuts 
with each pitcher 


SUMMER LEAGUES FOR SULLEN TEENS + L dies ! Sign up for our UNAPPRECIATED HOUSEWIVES CLASSES 
NOW FORMING! U For very personal instructions, ask for Jacques 


UNUSUAL. 7AM /, UNLEASHED. EREEAL 


He sini. ee Be 
she takes the 


NEW LINE CINEMA 


IN THE SPIRIT OF SCIENTIFIC 
INQUIRY, WE PRESENT THESE 
TANTALIZING AND TRIVIAL... 


ul 


There are only two poisonous mammals °Crocodiles 
in the world— the platypus and the shrew, Cannot chew. 

If their prey 
°Sharks burp to regulate their depth is too large 
underwater. Marine biologists are explor- t0 swallow 
ing the use of bicarbonates in corraling they have to 
these ravenous fish, leaving our coastal ‘ear it apart. 
waters safe for swimmers and surfers, Sometimes they drag large animals and 


} people below the surface until they drown. i 
e. ide Cee housecat will 


jaws on an arm or a leg. They use their Shred OO pounds of hair; 


powerful tails to spin in the water, rip- twice that much if you have black upholstery 


ping the arm or leg off. 
A swarm of locusts can eat as much 
*You can put an alligator to as 430 billion tons of vegetation at 
sleep by rubbing its stomach. one sitting. 
‘eln the United States there are = 
Brite faba ee Electr na dre © ,*The pregnant armadillo can post- 
000 asta ia are a s @Pone birth for as long as three years. 
When snakes constrict around their athe air ©THE NORTH AMERICAN BIRD WITH THE TINIEST 
prey they aren’t crushing them, but BRAIN AND BIGGEST AMBITION IS THE QUAIL. 
are suffocating them by not lowing ‘*A tarantula bite is only midly poisonous and not much more 
them to breathe, painful than a bee sting (but don’t take our word fort). © °Kangaroos cough when scared. 


pear aca elf ali animal life on dry land 


SS 


Zw SS were weighed, 10% would be 
A SV c<) ants. The population of ant colonies can reach 300 million. 
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LIES! ALL Lies! 


CHAPTER III: 


The Legend of Jebediah Springfield 


Look at the city around you. Do you see the 
streets and the parks and the mini-malls and the 
nuclear power plant that employs so many of 
Springfield’s citizens? None of this would have 
been possible without the wisdom, the determi- 
nation, and the courage of one man: Jebediah 
Obadiah Zachariah Jedediah Springfield, our 
city’s founder. 

Jebediah was born in Axhandle, Virginia, in 
1774, the twelfth of seventeen children. His father, 
Ned Springfield, was a farmer who introduced 
yellow Eurasian late-summer squash to Eastern 
Virginia. While yellow Eurasian late-summer 
squash no longer grows in that part of the coun- 
try, the yellow Eurasian late-summer squash bee- 
tle, one of nature’s hungriest pests, is still around 
to remind us of Mr. Springfield’s foresight. Little 
is known of Jebediah’s mother, Olive Springfield, 
except that she was very pretty and very busy. 

Young Jebediah, like most children who grow 
up to be great heroes, was a hard-working stu- 
dent who always treated his 
elders with much 
respect. He did his 
homework by can- 
dlelight and 
never imitated 
bodily noises in 
class or taped 
naughty pic- 
tures to the 
classroom film 
screen. Young 
Jebediah had 
one dream: to go 
west and explore 
the great American 
frontier. [Stu es- 
tions ‘i oe os Jebediah Springfield 
what does “West” _ before leaving home 
refer? Why are the Dallas Cowboys in the 
NEC East?] 

At thirteen, Jebediah had to leave school, 
which made him very sad. Searching for his call- 
ing in life, he tried to help his father on the farm 
with his twelve brothers, but found that he was 
allergic to soil. Jebediah then went to work in a 
shop that printed fishing almanacs. He later wrote 
his own pamphlets, such as “The Curative Pow- 
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ers of Cigar Smoke” and “How To Write Pam- 
phlets for Fun and Profit,” but in the end, he 


could not ignore his passion for RASPoRRAB APPEL 


THE ADVENTURES BEGIN 


Jebediah’s adventures began when he was 
hired by a mule skinner [Study Questions #3 
and #4: Do mule skinners actually skin 
mules? Why or why not?] named “Buckskin” 
Calhoun, It was from Mr. Calhoun that Jebediah 
learned valuable lessons in wilderness survival, 
navigation and attire. 

As part of “Buckskin's” mule team, and later 
as the head of his own party, Jebediah traveled 
through much unsettled territory, faced many 
dangers and performed a long list of important 
deeds. Wherever Jebediah went, it was with his 
trusted horse, which he treated like an equal for 
many years even though it had a problem rarely 
seen in horses, but often seen in students who 
stay up too late watching subversive television 
programs and can’t keep their eyes open in 
class. [Study Question #5; What is nar- 
colepsy4 22 

ee foe Jebediah became 
known as a friend of all Native Americans, except 
those few who had land that he wanted. The 
now-vanished Edsel tribe even had a special 
name for Jebediah. They called him Koyukurok, 
which means “strong one from afar.”* 

In 1804, Jebediah was set to take his place 
among the great explorers in American history. 
It was then that the expedition of Lewis and 
Springfield and Clark was hired by President 
Thomas Jefferson to scout the wild regions of the 
West. Unfortunately, Jebediah was thrown from 
his horse, Ol’ Drowsy, while she was having a 
nightmare. He broke his tailbone and had to 
miss the expedition. As a result, Meriwether 
Lewis and William Clark today receive much of 
the credit that should belong to Jebediah Spring- 
field. [Study Question #6: Were Lewis and 
Clark really so great?] 

Of course, it doesn’t really matter, because 
Jebediah did something far greater than ride a 
canoe around the country and draw a bunch of 
maps: He founded a fair and prosperous city. It 


* Modern scholars have translated the name as “Insects in Beard.” 


Written by Phil Barber 


TO WAS HERE 


was in 1821 Sabo Rp in the ¥ 


would one day bear his name. He was | 

band of 34 Dutch settlers in search of a ni 
place to live. Interestingly, the area’s m&ny 
charms were not clear to Jebediah upon his first 
visit. This is what he wrote at the time: 


December 19, 1821—Colder than a 
[illegible smudge}. Horse fell asleep at 
sundown, had to make camp ona small 
hill surrounded by large swampy area. 
Many ants, mosquitos, and flies. Wood- 
en shoes killing feet. Water tastes like 
vinegar, air smells of sulphur. Will move 
on immediately after sunrise. Sorry for 
lack of articles and pronouns. 


—The Journal of Jebediah Springfield: 
Diary of a Frontier Hero 


As the journal explains, Jebediah and his fol- 
lowers departed the next morning, carefully fol- 
lowing many streams and river forks. Three days 
later, they arrived, exhausted, at the exact spot 
from which they had started. [Study Question 
#7: How does a compass work?] 

Jebediah again pushed forward, but was 
forced to return the next day, for they had for- 
gotten a covered wagon full of beef jerky. Then it 
snowed for two days. Several of the settlers took 
ill, and they had to wait for their recovery. They 
got better three days later, but then two of the 
wagons collided and it took a day to repair them. 
Then an old woman had a dream about a torna- 
do, and the settlers refused to move for two more 


day the brave Jebediah convinced them 
to Bee d lowing the rivers, he 
led his pi Eaves ugh 
a number of switchbacks, acro$s nde ot a 
deep canyon, and along some twisting bluffs. 
Again, they found themselves right where they 
had begun. 

This time, however, Jebediah realized it was 
fate that kept bringing the group back to the 
same spot. “Why not start a settlement right 
here?” he thought to himself. It was then that 
Jebediah spoke the words that lived for decades 
as the town’s unofficial motto: This, More or 
Less, Is the Place. [Study Question #8: What 
are some other possible town mottos for 
Springfield?] The people celebrated by burning 
the wagon full of beef jerky. 

The next day, Jebediah declared himself the 
town’s first mayor. The group then got together 
to decide on a name for their new home. There 


were many suggestions, but in the end two 
names were tied with the most votes: Mudville 
id Blister City. In his first official act as mayor, 


Jebediah broke the tie and named the new town 


Springfield, in honor of his beloved father. 


Actual re-enactment of a possible historical moment. 


THE FATEFUL ENCOUNTER 


\ 
Many heroic deeds BARQNEY ‘ 


Jebediah Springfield. But one event set him apart 
from the run-of-the-mill legends, and that event 
involved a deadly bear. It happened in 1831, in the 
woods outside of town, and the only witness was 
104-year-old Ian McTague, a local hermit. Mr. 
McTague described the scene to the townsfolk 
but nobody is sure exactly what he said. It was 
either “Jebediah Springfield killed a bear,” or 
“Jebediah Springfield was killed by a bear,” or 
“Jebediah Springfield killed by a raccoon. He 
was bare.” We may never know the truth. In any 
case, Jebediah was never heard from again. 

Scholar. Explorer. Leader. Slayer of hairy 
giants with razor-sharp claws. Jebediah Spring- 
field was all of these things and more. Genera- 
tions of Springfielders have looked to him as an 
example, and so can you. If you work hard, blind- 
ly obey all rules, and answer your study questions 
in the next 30 minutes, you, too, might be immor- 
talized by a big iron statue in the center of town. 
Now, get cracking, young pioneers! 


HEWN FROM COURAGE: THE HISTORY OF SPRINGFIELD 27 


THE FIRST AND ONLY 8- ‘MEG GAME EVER. 


9. Aucamatie cannon fre 10, You muse face and defeat 
assaults you aboard the fleet such mechanical minsons of 
ruser of the evi empire. ‘eath, before you reach the 

inner sanewum of Number One. 


5. Collect two drones and 
then you get the white 

a ‘mechanical panther to help 
Wie frozen wastes, mechanical rt collec amechanicalattack _inyour assault, ashe leaps at 
jungles ard gigantic baeships bird here the moon, 


Zin the midst of angled scat: 
folding, mechanized defenders 
rock onball bearings as they 
try coblast you neo atoms 


Its here. Strider—the most powerful home video game ever. The 
ultimate arcade hit. From hard hitting non-stop action to the awesome 
graphics and radical gameplay. Strider is definitely here! 

An evil Syndicate has violently overthrown Russia and is using their 
scientific and military might to take control of the world. You land your 
hang glider in an industrial town and begin your quest to defeat the evil 
mastermind. You use your incredible acrobatic skills as you leap onto 
moving platforms, climb to the top of |-beams with your grappling hook 
and slide with heels dug in down steep slopes while you evade razor 
sharp spokes. 

With your only weapons, a trusty laser sword and swift hover craft, 
you take on mutant centipedes, ancient dinosaurs, 
pirates, mad dogs, monkey-like mechan- 
ical robots and finally the evil 
mastermind in his mechano- 
skeletal headquarters. 

Its what happens when 
8-meg power combines with 
the only true 16-bit system. Only 
on Genesis by Sega!" 


Seqn and Genesis are regitered vademarhs of Sopa of Ameri 


Act now and receive an EXTRA BONUS DAY (Feb. 29) ABSOLUTELY FREE! 


TALES FROM THE... 


AWE 
iT 


STARRING APU! 


LALRE 
PACE 


HOWDY PARDNER! 
CAN YOU TELL 
HOW TO GET TO 
THE YE OLDE 
OFF-RAMP INN? 


_. 


i DO | RESEMBLE 
RAND MCNALCS 
ZN TO YOU? 


p3/ 


TAM SOR 


your 


EADY HAVE 23 
MUTANT IV Cups. 
OU HAVE THE 


| SAID NO! NOW PLEASE VACATE THE 
PREMISES, AND DO NOT BE HANGING 
AROUND NEXT TO MY DUMPSTERS! Z| 


WAIT! DO NOT 
LEAVE! | DO 
SELL MAPS, YOU 
KNOW! 


LS 


iY Md YOUNG 


FRIEND, BUT | WILL BE 
NO LONGER REQUIRING LU 
R SERVICES Q 
4) 
cM 


CLASS, PLEASE 
STAND FOR THE 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIAN 


KI PLEDGE ALLEGiANcE 
TO THE FLAG 


WAND To THE REPUBLIC Ba 
FOR WHICH IT STANDS 


ae 


RT) ON UNDER Gop, 
= 


502} 


oe 
a witk Ligerty © 
AND JUSTICE FoR ALL. 


ay 


ALL RIGHT THEN. CLASS, 
S OPEN YOUR BOOKS To 


Co! 


PO You HAVE A QUESTION? 
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THEY'RE LEAN! THEY'RE OREN 
= HAVE THEIR OWN MAGAZINE! 


_ They're America’s e 
favorite new super-heroes ... 


EVERY ISSUE INCLUDES: 

@ An Original “Ninja Turtle" Adventure. 
@ Bodacious Feature Stories! 

@ Truly Excellent Games and Puzzles! 

@ Sage Advice from Master Splinter! 

@ Natural Science Articles! 

@ And LOTS MORE RADICAL FUN! 


GET THE NEXT 4 FUN FILLED 
ISSUES FOR JUST $7.50!!! 


? DON'T MISS OUT ON ANY OF THE ACTION. 
SIMPLY COMPLETE THE FORM BELOW, CLIP AND MAIL TODAY!!! 


At first glance it seems like just another ordinary day in Springfield. But somehow, subtly, strangely, something has 
changed. Is it due to fallout from the nuclear power plant? Have the aliens |janded? Or has yet another cartoonist 
cracked under deadline pressure? Can you find the alterations? Test your powers of concentration with this page of... 
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© Complete the name and 
address information. (Print). 

© Send this completed form 
with a check or money order 
for $5.00 payable to 
“SweelARTS CLUB,’ plus 
2 proofs-of-purchase (UPC 
symbols) from 1.8 oz 
SweelARTS rolls. 


MAIL TO: SweeTARTS ‘N KIDS CLUB 
PO. Box 34013 
Berkeley, MO 63134 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


cry STATE zp 


Otter goed whe suppl lst Cer good any in USA and Pure Rea Ole od whee 
taxed, prohibited, cothorwise restricted. All requests must be postmarked 
by Sept 30,109) Allow to 6 weete for doivery, 


Dealer: As our agent, aocept this coupon on the purchase ofthe specific 
product Sunline Brcnds will redeem each coupon you accept up to he 
face value cf this coupon, plus Be handling, Coupon will not be honored 
if presentad through third parties notspectfically authorized through us 
Any aftemp! to redeam this coupon otherwise thon os provided heren 
shall consttute as fraud. Invoices proving purchase wthin the last 
90 days of sufficient stock to cover coupons presentedfor redemption 
must De made avaiable upon request. Consumers pay any sales tax. 
Void where pronibited, licensed or regulated. Good only in USA 
Cash yalue i/100m ot 1¢ Void if mecraricaty cupiicatedin any way This 
Coupon will beredeemed by Suniine Brands, 

PO. Box 880776, £1 Paso, TK 86568-0718 


MANUFACTURER COUPON | EXPIRES NOV. 30, 1891 


“a 


DS OFFICIAD SIMPSONS UUs TRATED @ “es D\SCHOUL SURMIVAURANDEODK) 


Sead 


CHAPTER 2: 


a 
DEALING WITH THE SYSTEM'S INABILITY TO COMPREHEND THIS UTTERLY NATURAL BEHAVIOR 


ASV3 HO4 HOOGBLON NI d33M NV dO «= = 6 3 6 een eee ee eee eee eee see eee 


<== SONSuasau 


@ craw To YOuR SEAT, LET YOUR HEAD RISE @UsE AN ALTERNATE ENTRANCE. 
1 SLOWLY INTO VIEW. 
1 SUMMER 1991 SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED 37 


an 
a® 

,  § 

tas! 


FALLBACK PLOYS IN CASE OF CAPTURE 


DEAR MS. KRABAPPEL, 


RT'S 
EASE EXCUSE BA 
RBSENCE YESTERDAY. 


HE WAS SICK. 


Minas himpor ‘S 


~M NOT 

\) 5 LATE, PM 
} EARLY FOR 
TOMORROW. 


REMEMBER THE 3 P’s 


PROPER EXECUTION REQUIRES 
PRE-PLANNING, PRACTICE, AND 


== ee 
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put a little 


Mote Geoesng 


100%: cotton, 
2 hie only 
22 $995 


Colorful, 
High-quality 
Poster. 
20” x 30” 
shipped 
in tube 


in your life 


Mail this coupon 
(or a xeroxed copy) to: 
Associated Marketi, 
2220 South Huron Drive 
Santa Ana, CA 92704 
or phone, now! 


California residents: 
(714) 751-6010 
Out-of-State: 
(800) 558-8996 


a oe 


99.95 a 


POSTER 


95.95 a 


Sbtotal 
Shosing nd Harding | $350 
CCA Residents add appleable ales Ta 


Total 


Te 
Faynant Encned 
Charges 


(Chace tr Hovey Order) 


Esp. Date 


1. Garfield 22. Politically disenfranchised white 
2. The First Amendment male suburban 


3. Big ol’ gnarly tattoos of flaming skulls hell-raisers 
4. “Stairway to Heaven” 23. The Miranda Decision 
5. Extra-spicy hickory-smoked 24. 42" woofers 
beef jerky 25. Poems about the universe 
6. Erich von Daniken’s Chariots 26. Slowing down to 
of the Gods? rubberneck some roadside 
7. Festival seating disaster 
8. Susan Dey A 27. Pinball 


9. Baby humans 
that have been raised by 
wolves 
10. The cool way a busload of kids 
eating corn nuts smells 


28. Vinyl records 

29. Double-dipped, 
deep-fat-fried corn dogs 
30, Underground comix 
31. That totally intense look you get 


11, Super-long, intense guitar riffs is on your face when you’re 
played with a wah-wah pedal playing “Wrathchild” on air guitar 

12. Bandanas on dogs 32. Passive-aggressive babes of the 

13. Tape hiss female persuasion 

14. Totally spacing out and forgetting 33. Buzz Cola with twice the sugar, twice 
where the bus is parked the caffeine 

15. Space-age neo-psychedelic 34. Air fresheners shaped like trees that 


headbanger music 
aa... 16. Grinding all four gears 
going up a killer incline 
ig 17. 20-minute drum solos 
18. Bizarre conspiracy theories 
involving the military and U.F.O.'s 
19. Foam rubber 


a really smell like trees 

} CHEE me 35. Mood rings 
| UeXY 36. Onion rings 
37. The mesh thing you put on 
the seat that keeps your butt 
from getting clammy 
38. Finding an unopened bag of 


20. Letting your freak flag fly Cheetos under a bus seat 

21. Giving the thumbs-up sign to other bus 39. Chain-link fencing 

drivers 40. “Inna Gadda Da Vida” 
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Read more FREE comics on ReadComicOnline 


= 
te yw iy 
—— aif iG 4 
a S. & 
Franklin Spell Checker ee 
SELL 24 ITEMS ~ <= 
Sessing “Jam Session” Bag Valtera Skateboard Sevyior Snow W' Sur Tube Ny Je CD's an 
SELB ITEMS SELL 21 ITEMS SELL7 ITEMS 7 Teh 
: ES 5 
7 = a at; 
| - Ansco Camera Outfit 
Wilson Tennis Set ae J (TEMS | 
SELL 14 TEMS Playtime “Radical” Talking Pinbal Garfield daar - 
SELL 20 TEMS rope 
. 


7 Wilson “Michael Jordan” Baske 
} 


} SELL 12:TEMS 
Person Dome Tent 
18ITEMS bd 
‘ x 


a for et ae join th che peranaen 
3 ere’s thaggal: you sell our products to Arcade Bastel 
ee your family. init ia meaely and you : SELL 14ITEN 
Tasto Microscope Lab earn outrageous prizes or big bucks 

SELL 14 TENS P or Hoth—all by yourselfl 

We'll give you tua ”" AM/FM Stereo Cassette 

dollars for every item you SLL TITERS 
sell—no other sales club 


sadosii i tea offers more! Bell Sound “SeeThru” Phone 
‘SELL 20 ITEMS 


Rhapsody Electronic Keybi 

‘SELL 20 ITEMS 
Sx Sound Electronic Drum) © 
12 ITEMS 


oi ll price ALL you have to do is 


SELLBITEMS call our toll free number ee 
1-800-777-8907. 1... HD \ 
You'll get-tolally free- ‘Sellar Cub 0, ( 


oe 
ack / Fanny Pack Combo, 
Peenmeremey a complete sales kit, including ™watchyourcash SELL 101TEMS Ea Testo Ju 
SEL 


1 
Sea Cassette AM/FM Stereo vile grou 


LLASITEMS 


SELL 21 TEMS an awesome prize catalog : 
packed with neat stuff just for you, and a bunch Unisonic “Hot Numbers” Solar Calculator 


F 
of hol fips on how to pump your sales to y 2 SELL7 ITEMS 
=) the max! 4 


Sounds too good to be true? Well. even the JRRSGSUEST 


tires. = call is free-so grab the phone righ! now and pe TENS 


SELLT ITEMS find out! Call now! 


“Olde Tyme” Gumba| Magnavox Portable CD Player 


—— seus 1-800-777-8907 \e Bearers 


TENS 


Just ask for Peggy! 


Nintendo “Action” Game System 
SELL 60\TEMS 


Olympic Sales Club, Inc. 
215 Moody Road 
——— G.E, Walkie-Talkie Set Enfield, CT 06083-1800 
SELL 12:TEMS 


Intex Two-Person Boat K 
SELL 15/TEMS 


fe Calligraphy Marker Set 
L8 TEMS 


Rose Art Deluxe Art Caddy 
SELL ITEMS 
“Wit” Personal Locker A New Kids On The Block Bag 

SELL 12 ITEMS. ~ SELL 11 (TEMS 
een Memory Bank Calculator ye 
L141TEMS Z 


is Savoy Mountain Bike 


SELL 60 ITEMS 


Nikko R/C Vehicle 
SELL 21 ITEMS 


Can a big kid bring out the child in a little jerk? 


’ Boe, 4 QTE 
NY Coming your way July 19 


Read more FREE comics on ReadComicOnline 


he 


/BART THE THIEF! 
WHAT'S HIS EXCUSE 
THIS TIME, ANYWAY? 


a Ne 


COMICS RELIEF! 
THE SIMPSONS TAKE 
DINNER SERIOUSLY! 


GS > | 
i 


SOUNDS OF GRIEF! 
BLEEDING GUMS MURPHY 
PULLOUT! 


© & TM TWENTIETH CENTURY FOX FILM. 
CORPORATION. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. MATT GROENING 


THE ADVENTURE 
CONTINUES.ON 
SATURDAY MO} NINGS... 


‘ PREMIERES SEPTEMBER 


ON w CBS! 


Universal Cartoon Studios and Amblin Televi: 


CONTENTS 


VOLUME 1, NUMBER 3 OUR MOTTO: “IF IT’S TOD LOUD, YOURE TOO OLD" FALL 1991 


THE FRONT PAGE.....3 
Thsiders’ secrets, exclusive previews and lid-bustin’ breakthroughs. 


IN THE NEWS.....4 
Running the gamut from Art to Zappa, with Baghdad Betty, Bart. Buster et al., alongside. 


JUNK MAIL.....9 
We don’t want to sermonize, but we know some folks who do. 


D°OH! IT’S THE VOICE OF HOMER.....14 
“Behind the Scenes” with Dan Castellaneta, who also plays Krusty the Clown, Barney the barfly, Grampa 
Simpson, Mayor Diamond Joe Quimby and many, many, many more. 


TUESDAY IS BLUESDAY AT THE JAZZ HOLE.....18 


Management assumes no responsbility for depression, marital breakup or suicide as 2 result of listening to 


Bleeding Gums Murphy. 
SPRINGFIELD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL NEWS.....INSERT 


Springfield's most-trusted news source. 


HOMER’S JOB FILE.....22 
The shocking truth behind the lazy slob. 


WHAT’S YOUR EXCUSEZ.....25 
The proverbial cookie jar just became less-than~ 
proverbial. Help Bart talk his way out of this one. 


THE FUNNIES.....26 


Springfield’ second-most trusted news source. 


SCHOOL SURVIVAL 
HANDBOOK.....31 
Clip and save, man. You're going To heed it. 


SECRET HAND CODES.....33 
The teacher has you in her sights. The geek in 
the back row thinks he’s the CIA. Here's a 
way around both of them...and 

everybody else. 


LISA’S TOP 40.....36 
Shes smart, shes sweet, shes sensitive...but 
don't hold that against her. 


ADVERTISEMENT 
— 


Sper F057] 


four great 
new books 
starring...the 
littlest Simpson! 


Four simple, cartoon-bright Simpson” books for very young 


children by Maggie Groening and Matt Groening. 


Now available at your local bookstore or call toll-free 
1 (800) 331-3761. Major credit cards accepted 


eH 


FAO 


| Pople 


Stop the presses! Bart Simpson is preg- 


nant! Again! Well, actually, Nancy 
Cartwright, the voice of Bart, is due 
to give birth to her second child. By the 
time you read this, the baby probably 
will have arrived. We'll pass along all 
vital info in an upcoming issue.... 
Another unpredictable season 
of The Simpsons is upon us, 
with 26 new shows headed our way... 
Watch for an all-star lineup of major 
leaguers playing for the Springfield 
nuclear power plant's baseball team, 
including Steve Sax, Wade 
Boggs, Don Mattingly, Jose 
Canseco, Darryl Strawberry, Ken Grif- 
fey, Jr., Mike Scioscia, Ozzie Smith and Roger 
Clemens....Sportsmania continues in another 
episode with Magic Johnson playing himself... 
More guests on the show include 
Sting, Steve Allen, Jon Lovitz, Joe ( 
Mantegna, Aerosmith and Saturday GD 
Night Live's Phil Hartman... z 
Other peculiar plots in the 
works: The family finally causes 
Marge to flip out once and for 
all...Burns sells the power plant to 
foreign businessmen...Mrs. Krabap- 
pel falls in love...Lisa goes bad...we 
finally learn why Krusty the Clown 
is laughing on the outside but crying on the 
inside...Itchy blows Scratchy's head off again 
and again...Homer gets a job at the Kwik-E- 
Mart...We meet Apu's girlfriend... Lisa gets a 
pony...Moe the bartender sings...the power plant 
has a meltdown...Bart gets the entire town howling 
for his head again...Homer goes crazy.... Bart con- 
vinces Rod and Todd Flanders that he is God... 
Dan Castellaneta, the voice of Homer, con- 
tinues to appear in the Hollywood stage production 
of American Splendor, based on the work of car- 
toon-writer Harvey Pekar... 
Harry Shearer, who 
seems to be the voice of 


on The Stmpsong, con- 
tinues 


FALL 1991 


host the weekly Le Show, an eclec- 
tic hour-long mix of satire and 
music. Le Show originates 
in the studios of KCRW- 
FM in Santa Monica, 
and is heard on 40 
stations nationwide. 
Check your local listings... 
You can also check out Shear- 
er’s “Man Bites Town” column 

in the Sunday Los Angeles 
Times Magazine... 

After the double-platinum 
worldwide smash The Simpsons Sing the Blues 
album, who can be surprised to learn a second album 
is in the works...Simpsons creator Matt Groening 
wants to call it The Simpsons Surfedelic Freak 
Out Party, but no doubt cooler heads will prevail... 

Leisure and Literature Department: Look for Bart 
Simpson’s Escape from Camp Deadly Nin- 

tendo Gameboy game in the stores now, and 
help Bart—with assistance from Lisa—elude 
such summer camp horrors as escaped 
mental patient Madman Mort, giant 
killer hornets, and liver pizza in 
the mess hall...Due next month in 
finer bookstores is The Simpsons 
Uncensored Family Album, fea- 
turing candid pix and humiliating 
memorabilia...For the 
tots, check out Maggie Simpson's 
Book of Colors and Shapes, Mag- 
gie Simpson’s Alphabet Book, 
Maggie Simpson’s Counting Book, 
and Maggie Simpson’s Book of Ani- 
mals, all by Maggie Groening with 
her brother Matt...The Simpsons 
1992 Fun Calendar includes Lisa 
Simpson’s Bart-O-Matic, the “Ulti- 
mate Big Brother Repellent,” the 
Mysterious World of Bowling Slang, 
Marge Simpson’s Wide World of 
Hairdos, and the Simpsons’ School 
of Ballroom Dance.... 

Simpsons Gourmet Department: When in Eng- 
jand, be sure to gobble down a loaf or two of Bart’s 
Wrap bread...and complete your English 
meal with the yummy mini-cheese balls 
known as Bart’s Boulders...If cheese- 
flavored corn snacks obsess you, head for 
New Zealand, where Bart Simpson 
Scrunchies are sold. 
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OUR MOTTO: 


THE 


“TRUTH 


IS WEIRDER THAN FICTION” 


BART AND BAGHDAD BETTY 


The Story Behind the Story Behind the Story 


The day before the January 15 
United Nations deadline for Iraq’s 
withdrawal from Kuwait, the New 
York Times reported on its editorial 
page about a radio broadcaster for 
the Iraqi “Voice of Peace.” U.S. sol- 
diers called her “Baghdad Betty.” 

According to the Times, Betty 
said, “G.I., you should be home. 
While you're away, movie stars are 
taking your women. Robert Redford 
is dating your girlfriend. Tom Selleck 
is kissing your lady. Bart Simpson is 
making love to your wife.” 

The Times concluded: 
“Baghdad Betty is shaking the 
GLLs all right—with laughter.” 

Four months later EXTRA! 
magazine, published by the 
organization Fairness and 
Accuracy in Reporting (FAIR), 
under the headline “Stories 
the Media Loved—Except 
They Aren't True,” wrote “But 
the joke was on the Times. 
The story it gleefully report- 
ed as fact was actually a joke 
Johnny Carson told on the 
Tonight Show, August 22, 
1990. On the January 31 
Tonight Show, Carson said 
that his joke had been 
reported as a fact on CNN, 
Entertainment Tonight, 
NBC’s Garrick Utley’s 
Yearend Wrap Up and £ 
Time magazine’s January 
21, 1991 issue.” 

Carson's original joke 
ran like this: “Iraq is sending out pro- 
paganda over the radio like Tokyo 
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Rose did in World War II. But they 
just don’t know enough about 
American culture to pull it off. 
Yesterday, Iraqi radio said ‘Attention 
American troops. While you are 
stuck in the desolate Saudi desert, 
your girlfriend is dating handsome 
American movie star Homer 
Simpson.” 

Rosemary Shields, Manager of the 
Times’ Editorial Department, told 
Simpsons Illustrated that both 
the Pentagon and Armed Forces 


Former First Family meets future 


Radio, when questioned by the 
Times, confirmed Betty's “reference” 
to Bart. 

Shields added that she was not 
surprised this mistake spread so 
widely. “Media feeds off the media,” 
she said. ‘It happens all the time. We 
run a story, then the other media 
pick the story up and run with it. 
That is why we check our facts so 
carefully.” Despite the inaccuracy of 
the story, however, the Times still 
has not received a single letter criti- 
cizing the accuracy of its editorial. 


First Family at a Pediatric AIDS Foundation fundraiser 


FALL 1991 


Sam Jones/3D & C 


THE SIMPSONS CEL OUT 


Last June the New York auction house Christie’s sold more 
than two dozen animation cels from The Simpsons for a total 
of $117, 920. The proceeds went to AIDS Project Los Angeles. 

Joshua Arfer, the head of Christie’s collectibles sales, said 
individual cels sold at prices between $3,500 to $24,000, 
exceeding by far the pre-sale estimate of $700 to $2,000. “There 

was tremendous interest not only among people who wanted 
to buy, but also among people just coming to look,” he said. 

“Everyone was enjoying themselves remembering the episodes 

and what happened in them.” 

Ross Krasnow of North Bay Village, FL, came to do more 
than look. His parents paid $4,950 for “Bart’s Messy Room,” 
and Krasnow, age nine, became the show’s youngest buyer. 


Clockwise from top: Cover of catalog 
($24,000), Family Breakfast ($4,070), Burping 
Contest ($6,050), Bart’s Messy Room 

($4,950), Bart Throws a Baseball ($7,920) 
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Get This Toially Cool TaleSpin Backpack! 


—— wAnd Go High-Flyin’ 
- With Baloo & Kit Anytime 
You Want-On Video! 


Just Buy Any 2 Disney SA te 
Cartoon’ Videos And It's — e fi 
Yours For Only $4.99!" » Only 
oh 
‘HURRY! MAILIN OFFER ENDS ON HALLOWEEN? 
See mallin certificate on on product pays a  partictpating retalers for full details 
vo ss ie ere rar ae re iony 


Siesons 


ILLUSTRATED 


©1991 Mat GoeiagPedaios ln Al Rpts Reseed 
The Simpsons © &  Twentih Cotry Fox Fl 
‘Corporction. All Rights Reserved, Used with Permisslon 


FOR THE SIMPSONS 
CREATOR 
Matt Groening 
CREATIVE DIRECTORS 
Cindy Vance 
Steve Vance 
EDITOR 
Ted Brock 
EDITORIAL ASSISTANT 
Doug Yellin 


FOR WELSH PUBLISHING GROUP, INC. 
PUBLISHER 
Doneld E. Welsh 


VICE PRESIDENT/EDITORIAL DIRECTOR 
Kety Dobbs 


MANAGING EDITOR 
Amanda Agee 
ASSISTANT EDITOR 
Holly Gates 
ASSOCIATE ART DIRECTOR 
Jomes lucci 
copy EDITOR 
Margot Gilman 
CONTRIBUTING EDITOR/ WRITER 
Andy Robin 
CONTRIBUTING ARTISTS: 
Barbora Medan: I Morrison, Larry 
Nikolal, Rey Supreme 
CONTRIBUTING WRITERS 
Jomie Angell, Peter Alexander, Berbara McAdams, 
Polly Macgregor, Bill Morrison, Mili Smythe 
VICE PRESIDENT/ADYERTISING DIRECTOR 
jeoffrey C. Gropp 
Vee PRESIDENT/NATIONAL 
VERTISING DIRECTOR 
Myles Grossman 
ACCOUNT MANAG! 
Defuria, John eS 


Bianca Haley, Jackie Neumeier 
Debra Allsopp, Assistant 

ADVERTISING PRODUCTION MANAGER 

Maxcine C. DeGouites 


VICE PRESIDENT/ASSOCIATE PUBLISHER 
Samuel 0.J. Spivy 
DIRECTOR OF MANUFACTURING 
Lynne Robinewitz 
PRODUCTION ASSISTANT 
Maria Nelson 
CIRCULATION DIRECTOR 
June Griffin 
FULFILLMENT MANAGER 
Lori C. Coppin 
ACCOUNTING 
Vincent Albanese, Karen Bakofsky, 
Renate Paz, Evelyn Pons 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANTS 
Marian Cobill, Juliette Hutchinson, 
Diane Perry 
ASSISTANT TO THE PUBLISHER 
J. Scott English 
NEWSSTAND CIRCULATION CONSULTANTS 
Howard Eisenberg, David eer 
Fecierd ILLUSTRATED (ISSN 11 1) is publi 
Ine Soo Redan oe ewe HE iy 
tem pice 1 yea $7-0 in US. ond posesios. Norest- 


Semone eas 
eeimeareareers Goce 
seiesiaiara ara 
Seca e ee ela 
sStruralae oer 
ie 
wn 
eit 


Angeles, C 9008 
(218) 649-6146 Fo: (213) 
649.60 


FALL 1991 


I THE NEWS 


Seattle environmental 
artist Buster Simpson 


UNRELATED SIMPSONS 
IN THE NEWS 

Add the names of Martha 
Simpson and Buster Simpson to the 
growing list of Simpsons who have 
distinguished themselves in recent 
months. 

Los Angeles television station 
KNBC reported in June that Martha 
Simpson, age 90, had been awarded 
an honorary diploma by Fontana 
(California) High School. 

As a child growing up on the 
plains of New Mexico she never fin- 
ished high school—but she never 
stopped learning, either, and even- 
tually went to work as a missionary 
in China. 

As for Buster Simpson, he’s a 
sculptor living in the Pacific 
Northwest. His recent exhibit at the 
Seattle Art Museum included his pro- 
ject When the Tide Is Out the Table 
Is Set. 

In 1984, Simpson began to cast a 
set of vitreous plates and placed 


(5 THAN WHILE GOING DOWN STAIRS. 


MORE PEOPLE FALL WHILE GOING UP ST) 


z 
z 
g 
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EVERY TWO WEEKS AMERICANS THROW AWAY ENOUGH GLASS BOTTLES AND JARS TO FI 


them at various sewage outfalls on 
Puget Sound. As the tide came in and 
out, pollutants in the water formed a 
hideous glaze on their surfaces. 

It’s clear that Buster could just 
as easily have conducted his work 
near the Springfield Nuclear Power 
Plant. 


FAMILY MAN 

In the July issue of Interview 
magazine, composer, recording artist, 
writer and filmmaker Frank Zappa 
was one of many celebrities inter- 
viewed on the subject of the family. 

Zappa’s response:“The idea of 
family is more than reproduction 
yielding offspring, with uniform hous- 
ing for the batch... 


Frank Zappa 


“We have certain traditions that. 
pop up every once in a while. The 
most recent new tradition is that 
every Thursday at eight o’clock my 
youngest daughter, Diva, who is 
eleven, and I have a date: We watch 
The Simpsons together. And every- 
thing literally stops. I look at Homer 
when he’s sleeping, with that drool 
coming out the side of his mouth, 
and Igo, ‘That’s me!’” 
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GROUNDED FOR LIFE? 
CAN'T GET TO A NEWSSTAND? 
WHY NOT HAVE 


SImeSons 


ILLUSTRATED 
DELIVERED TO YOUR HOME? 


A fullyear subscription will net you four issues 


plus one issue of SIMPSONS“ANNUAL. 
READ AT 


YOUR OW! And, if you act now, you'll receive these two fabulous, full 
color SIMPSONS” bumper stickers’ absolutely FREE! 


M 


This full-color, glossy magazine appears quarterly and includes: 
* Original comic strips starring your favorite SIMPSONS”. 
# Hidden mysteries behind the making of THE SIMPSONS”. 
* Investigative reports probing the soft 
underbelly of Springfield, USA. 
¢ Insightful profiles of THE SIMPSONS” characters 
revealing their most hideous secrets 
profound thoughts, and possibly recipes. 
© Jokes, advice, wed ck, poetry. 
# And of course,much, much more. 


MATT GROENING 


One full-year (four issues) plus one issue of SIMPSONS” ANNUAL plus two classic SIMPSONS” bumper stickers for just $10.50! 
Newsstand price $12.50, Actual value incalculable! 


*We reserve tho right fo provide substitute tems) of comparable value at any tine, 


The Simpioss TM and © 1990 Tweneh Candy Fox Flm Corporaton 
eee eee eee eee ee eee ee = 


MAIL THIS COUPON TO SIMPSONS" ILLUSTRATED, P.O. BOX 10195, Des Moines, IA 50340 
YES, | want more out of life! Rush me SIMPSONS” ILLUSTRATED. You may charge my credit card $10.50 for a one-year 
subscription (five issues total] as follows: 


MasterCard Visa Card # Exp. Date 
Signature 


HEATO 


| have enclosed $10.50 for a one-year subscription (five issues total). Send my magazines and free gifts to: 


Name 
Address 
City/State 
Tip Code Age 


PAYMENT MUST ACCOMPANY ORDER. Make checks and money orders payable to SIMPSONS" ILLUSTRATED. Oifer available only in the United States, U.S, possessions and 
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We want your mail...your 
pictures, your poetry, your 
prose. We're eager to see your 
reactions to The Simpsons and 
Simpsons Illustrated. So what 
are you waiting for? Address all 
correspondence to Simpsons 
Illustrated, Welsh Publishing 
Group, 300 Madison Ave., New 
York, NY 10017. 


MORALITY SPOKEN HERE 
Dear Editor, 

lama minister of a church and I 
am quite aware that people in 
general often complain that the 
Sunday morning sermon is boring 
and not relevant to everyday life. 
So, I always try to see certain 
popular movies and TV shows so 
that I can refer to them in my 
sermons. 

When I saw my first episode of 
The Simpsons shortly after it began 
to be aired on. TV, I was so 
impressed that I decided to try it 
out in my very next sermon. It 
happened to be a children’s service, 
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c/o SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED, WELSH PUBLISHING oa 300 MADISON 


AVENUE, NEW YORK, NY 10017 


and to misbehave. 


I simply asked these parents, 
“Have you seen an episode 
from start to finish?” to 


they hadn’t. Feeling quite 
secure in my stand, I hinted 
to them that they had no 
business degrading a show 
they hadn’t seen. The 
following Sunday, I spoke 
about the show again. I told 
the congregation that The 
Simpsons is a wonderful 
show because it almost 
always contains a powerful 
moral message. The harsh 


Reverend Paul Paiva 
Palmdale, CA 


with about 320 elementary-school 
kids in attendance. When I asked 
them how many of them had seen 
The Simpsons last week, I was 
amazed that about 90 percent of 
them were madly waving their 
hands. Needless to say, not one of 
them fell asleep during the 
service! And, I would guess that 
100 percent of them remembered | 
the sermon. 

I was still in seventh heaven 
over being able to communicate |] 
with these youth (something 
very hard to do these days, as 
any Simpsons viewer is quite 
aware) when my bliss was 
shattered by a few comments 
from some parents after the 


that I would refer to such a 
despicable show in which the 
main character regularly 
spouts off such vulgar [| 
language. These parents 
warmed me that I was 
indirectly encouraging their 
children to be foul-mouthed 


language and devious behavior of 
Bart are things the majority of 
kids are doing anyway, whether 
openly or not. I suggested that 
perhaps those who have seen the 
show from start to finish and are 


Angela Rodriguez 
Las Vegas, NV 


still upset are those who are not 
able to cope with their own or 
others’ imperfections, while those 
who enjoy the show are able to 
see goodness in all people, and 
can learn to forgive themselves 
and others when we occasionally 
do things against our good nature. 

A few weeks after that 
sermon, several parents came up 
to me and thanked me for 
introducing them to The 
Simpsons. Some even apologized 
for pre-judging the show. Most of 
them still don’t let their youngest 
kids watch the show alone; the 
parents have to be present. How 
ingenious! What better way to 
have some family togetherness, 
be instructed by a good moral 
lesson, and enjoy quality comedy 
to boot! 

Contrary to what some may 
believe, I am convinced The 
Simpsons is a much-needed 


Hung Tran 
Portland, OR 


Irene Schreiman 


Southfield, MI 
| 
on | positive and moral 
as | influence on our 
| society today. My 
TAKE ME | favorite show is 
pane | the one where 
ul 


, 
yt | Bart almost flun- 
MANS) ked fourth grade. 
Keep up the good 


a es | work! 
| —Reverend 
pn ax | Paul Paiva, 
| Roman Catholic 
| Priest, 
Jeena 'tt | St. Mary’s 
MARS_ bbe ——_! Church, 


Palmdale, CA 


ART IS AGELESS 
Dear Editor: 

I recently came across a copy 
of your publication which 


contained a picture of Bart 
Simpson drawn by a youngster. 


What do you think of me, a 
great grandmother whose age will 
remain secret, spending my time 
creating “Bart Art” such as the 
enclosed? 

—Irene Schreiman 

Southfield, MI 
BART BITS 
Dear Editor: 

Enclosed is a print of Bart 
Simpson that I created with my 
IBM-compatible computer. I am 
a big fan of The Simpsons. Last 
December I received a licensed 
bendable Bart Simpson action 
figure from a friend for my 
birthday. One day, I thought of 
drawing him up in 3D with a 
special computer program, 
AutoCad, at work. I took 
measurements from the doll and 
transferred them into my 
computer. It took about two to 
three days to complete the wire 
frame. With the wire frame I 
rendered him at 640x480 


Matt Talbott 


Dana Kolfenbergor Melisa Owlott 
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Stacy Standal Will Hetzel 


Jason Stine Joson Stine 
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Kevin kilommons 


this example. Tara has 
been taking saxophone 
lessons since October 
| and really enjoys it. She is 
in the 5th grade, and is 10 
years old. 
—Roberta Whitefield 
Imperial Beach, CA 


SOUNDS FAMILIAR 
Dear Editor: 

A funny thing happened 
to my family last Sunday 
evening. Not only was 
this a direct result of The 
Simpsons, but it would 
probably make a terrific 
episode for your show. 

Let me begin by saying 
the six of us in my family 
are all avid Simpsons fans 
(wonderful for you, 


Ross McGrew 
Ft. Smith, AK 


resolution. Then I shot a slide 
and made prints from it. There 
are many Bart Simpson fans at 
work and they loved the 
prints... 

I can’t wait to get the 
upcoming issue of Simpsons 
Illustrated. Cool magazine, man. 

—Hung Tran 
Portland, OR 


TARA’S BLUES 
Dear Editor: 

I just wanted to let you know 
that because of Lisa on The 
Simpsons, my daughter Tara 
has decided to play the 
saxophone. So if anybody ever 
says The Simpsons has no 
redeeming value you can use 


ne je 


Blain Hefner Quinton Jobb Quinton Jobb 
FALL 1991 


unfortunate for us). We 
were coming home from my 
children’s grandpar- 
ents’ home. My hus- 
band stopped the car 
at the end of our very 
steep driveway and my 
four children and I got 
out of the car. Then 
my eight-year-old son 
began to have a 
tantrum—we were 
five minutes late for 
The Simpsons! This 
was the worst 
possible thing that 
could happen. He 
banged his fists on 
the car and cried, 
“I'm missing The 
Simpsons!” As he 
threatened to scratch 
the car with a paper 
clip, my husband 


Natalie Dorfield 


Bryan Kwong 


jumped out to discipline him 
and prevent him from doing 
damage. At that instant, my 
oldest son (age 13) yelled, 
“Daddy, the car's rolling!” Still in 
gear, the car rolled down the 
driveway, with my husband 
trying in vain to get back in and 
apply the brakes. Thank God my 
husband got away with his life! 
His clothes, however, did not 
hold up too well. His shirt was 
torn open, the buttons popped 
off. His slacks were shredded, 
his thighs bruised, his knees 
bloody. He was green all over 
from having been forced against 
a retaining wall covered with 
moss. He was, needless to say, 
very shaken up, but alive. 

When the shock wore off, he 
went to examine the car. Still in 


Tara Whitefield 
Imperial Beach, CA 
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Last Halloween, Gordon Gore and a 
group of co-workers at Security Pacific 
Automation in Seattle entered their 
company’s pumpkin-carving contest with 
the Simpsons ensemble pictured above. 
Plans for this year remain a secret. 


gear, with its lights still on also, 
the car sat at the bottom of the 
driveway. It had hit the garage 
door and the concrete retaining 
wall. The car was a wreck! 

By the time we had all 
calmed down enough to try to 
relax, my son, who originally 
had the tantrum, had missed the 
entire show! 

Not only do my children 
wear their Simpsons shirts, 
they now must ride in our 
smashed up car. Everyone calls 
it “The Simpsons Car.” 

So now we have a car that 
can no longer be used in the 
evening as the headlights are 
messed up, and my children 
can rest assured that they 
won’t miss The Simpsons 
again since our car must be 
in before dark! 


—Paula F. Gelman 
The Bronx, NY 
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QUICK, DIAL 
9-1-1! 
Yo Krustaceans! 


I love your 
mag! I have one 
question for 
you. It’s about 
the Krusty the 
Clown comic 
on page 36 of 
the premiere 
issue of Simp- 
sons Illust- 
rated. Side- 
show Bob was 

there. I thought 
is he was in jail. 
Or is he out. 
on bail? 

Please explain. 

—Jeremy Spring 
Aloha, OR 


Sorry for the confusion, Jere. 
We forgot to mention that this 
story took place in Springfield-2, 
an alternate reality in which 
Bob is participating in a work- 
release program. 


YO...WORD UP! 
Dear Editor: 

I really love The Simpsons. 
It’s my favorite show. I get really 
mad if I miss what Bart has to 
write on the board or if I miss 
the couch scene at the end of 
the theme song. Anyway, I 
decided to write a little rap 
about the Simpsons. 


Bart is radical. Bart is cool 
“Don’t have a cow” is the 
most important rule. 

Lisa is the smart one. 
Lisa gets “A's.” 

Plays her sax 
throughout the 
days. 


Maggie sucks her 
pacifier. Maggies 


falls down. 

Watches T.V. , likes Krusty 
the Clown. 

Marge is the painter. Marge 
likes to bowl. 

Raise her kids to be 
successful is her only goal. 


Homer is lazy. Homer just. 
can’t... 

Stop causing accidents down 
at the power plant. 

Santa’s Little Helper and 
Snowball IL... 

The weirdest looking pair 
anybody ever drew. 


You've just read a verse 
about my favorite show. 

Homer, Marge, Bart, Lisa, and 
Maggie you all know. 

So if you wanna join in on all 


the fun, 
Get to the set before it’s over 
and done. 
—Talisman Blackwood 
Otsego, MI 
MISTAKEN IDENTITY 
Dear Editor: 
Did you notice the 


resemblance to Homer in the 
last frame of the “Krusty the 
Clown” strip in issue #1? Was it 
a coincidence or is there a 
secret kinship somewhere down 
the line? 
Anyway, 


Brian Daggett 
Tipton, ID 


we, 
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Simpsons Illustrated is 


He was a skateboard freak 


BLACK Bert 


wonderful, a true classic. I do who made little girls shriek. 
hope it is to be a long-lived R 
magazine. When Lisa plays her sax and 


I’ve been through the first 
issue a dozen times. It is perfect. 


It is not a cheap shot to cash in Frosty Krusty Flakes. 
and make a quick killing. I’ve 
never looked forward to anew _ Bart is always playing his 


issue of a magazine since I got 

hooked on Mad magazine 
twenty years ago. 

—Robert Tucker 

Panama City, FL 


Resemblance? Hmm...read this 


makes his ears ache, 
He goes downstairs and eats 


favorite video game “Escape 
from Grandma’s House,” 

Except when he’s home 
watching Itchy and Scratchy 
the wild cat and mouse. 


And last, but not least, 


issue's Behind the Scenes _he’sa 
article for more insight. rude 
crude 
ODE TO BART righteous 
There once was a kid named dude. 
Bart. —Dan McDonald 
He liked to draw “WALL ART.” Blackville, N.B., Canada secre 


FACTS 


TALK ABOUT 


Fun things to 
know and tell 


ON AN AVERAGE DAY, 
TEN PEOPLE REPORT SEEING 
sw A UFO. ONE PERSON 
y)) REPORTS SEEING ELVIS! 


AHAIR-RAISER! 


THE TALLEST 


HAIRDO IS 
A 6%-FOOT 
“BEEHIVE” 
WEIGHING 
12 POUNDS! 


UN > , 


At 


5 CE ROES 


poOrvir’s THE 


In a basement studio at the 
Daryl F. Zanuck Theater on the 
Twentieth Century Fox lot in Los 


Angeles, the cast of The Simp- 
sons is recording “Lisa the 
Greek,” an upcoming episode. 
In an early scene, Homer is 
on the phone to Moe the bar- 
tender, placing a bet on Miami to 
beat Cincinnati in an NFL game. 
Moe quickly takes Homer's 
action, then picks up a call on 
his other line. 
It’s Krusty the Clown calling 
in his pick of the day. 
Dan Castellaneta, the voice of 
both Homer and Krusty (as 
well as Barney Gumbel and 
assorted minor characters), 
says he never shifts direct- 
ly from one voice to 
another during a record- 
ing session. But in this 
sequence, all that sepa- 
rates Castellaneta’s two 
characters is a brief 
interjection by Hank 
Azaria, the voice of Moe. 
Castellaneta’s jump— 
from Homer’s nervous 
mumble to Krusty’s sand- 
paper-voiced confidence 
in roughly 2.6 sec- 
onds—comes off seam- 
lessly. 

“He’s so chameleon- 
ic,” says Harry Shearer, the 
voice of C. Montgomery 
Burns, news anchor 
Kent Brockman, Dr. 
Hibbert and count- 
less other non- 
Simpsons. “You 
hear the words 
‘accurate’ and ‘pre- 
cise’ used to 
describe the 


sorts of things Dan does, but with 
him it doesn’t end there. What 
impresses me more and more 
about him is his fluidity.” 

Castellaneta credits the 
show's writing staff with provid- 
ing him and the other actors the 
opportunity to call on their own 
special vocal skills. For instance, 
take Homer's mood shifts, which 
sometimes come more than once 
in the same line. 

“There was that episode 
where Homer and Bart were in 
the woods,” he recalls, “and they 
got separated and Homer was 
calling out [here Castellaneta 
switches into his forlorn Homer 
voice], ‘Bart, Bart, where are 
you?!’ Then Homer spots him and 
says [angrily] ‘Whyyyy you..." and 
then switches to a [relieved] 
‘You're alive...’ [then amused] 
‘..heh, heh, and buck naked.’ 
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iat 


cE EWES 


VOICE OF HOMER 


“Or the time when he was 
going after Bart... ‘Why you lit- 
tle...’ and then all of a sudden saw 
a chocolate donut and said, 
‘Mmmmm, chocolate.” 

Castellaneta’s praise for The 
Simpsons’ writers doesn’t end 
with their ear for subtle mood 
shifts. 

“They have created such a 
rich world, it’s unfathomable,” he 
says. “They're just beginning to 
tap into the possibilities of what 
they can do with it. 

“They've made a town full of 
characters. It’s like an old radio 
show with a whole array of char- 
acters who can come in and out.” 

Nancy Cartwright, the voice 
of Bart, has worked with Castel- 
laneta since the late 1980s when 
they were cast members on Fox 
Television’s The Tracey Ullman 
Show. Cartwright says her main 


“The writers 
have created 
such a rich 
world, it's 
unfathomable. 
They're just 
beginning to 
tap into the 
possibilities.” 
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goal while playing opposite him 
is “to get through a session with- 
out wetting my pants.” 

Cartwright says she still can’t 
get over Castellaneta’s ability to 
improvise with anyone, in any 
situation, on any topic. So 
it comes as no surprise 
to learn that his improv 
training—in fact his 
main theater experi- 
ence prior to joining 
the Ullman cast— 
was a four-and-a- 
half-year stint with 
The Second City, the 
Chicago-based 
revue that was the 
training ground for 
John Belushi, Martin 
Short, Larraine New- 
man and John Candy, 
among others. 

Castellaneta grew 
up in Oak Park, Illi- § % 
nois, a suburb of \ ‘ 
Chicago. ¥ 

“I was always goof- X 
ing around at home,” he 
says, “so my mother put 
me in a summer acting 
class when I was in 
junior high. After that,I #f 
was active in high 7 
school, college [he | 
attended North- 
ern Illinois 
University] 
and com- 
munity 
theater 
groups.” 


He landed the Tracey Ullman 
Show job after Ullman herself 
saw him with The Second City. 


Randi St. Nichols 


ae 


Later, when The Simpsons was 
about to debut as a short feature 
on the program, Castellaneta and 
Julie Kavner, another Ullman reg- 
ular, were chosen to play Homer 
and Marge. 

Castellaneta recalls his earli- 
est notion of how Homer would 
sound: “Matt [Groening, creator 
of The Simpsons] was there, and 
he showed me the Homer char- 
acter. I looked at Homer and 
fooled around with kind of a Wal- 
ter Matthau voice and went from 
there. So originally, Homer’s 
voice was a little lower than it is 
now. It got more in the throat as 
it went along. 

“Earlier, Homer was more 
hard-edged. Lisa was brattier. 


JULIE KAVNER 


Randi St. Nichols 


“Vl never 
forget Dan 
saying to me, 
‘Vm always 
going to look 
at you and 
think, ‘This 
woman cost 
me a million 
dollars.’” 


16 SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED. 


T Wet 


They softened her. Bart got more 
bratty. Originally, he was more 
put-upon.” 

So what is Castellaneta’s 
sense of Homer, as The Simp- 
sons enters its third season in 
prime time? “He’s the most falli- 
ble character on the show. He 
has the most faults. Bart is bratty, 
but he’s more sure of himself 
than his dad. Homer’s not smart, 
like Lisa. He’s not conscientious, 
like Marge. So they [his family] 
fill in where he’s lacking. He’s the 
reverse of a patriarch.” 

Castellaneta says his favorite 
episode is “Lisa’s Substitute,” in 
which Lisa falls in love with her 
substitute teacher. 

“He was Lisa's first real crush, 
her first real male role model,” 
he says. “That shook her view of 
Homer. At the end, he had to win 
her back, and he became more 
sensitive to her feelings. It was 
very touching, and it took the 
show into an area that’s more real 
than most television series, 
where the parents are always 
wise and have minimal faults.” 

Twenty-six-year-old Yeardley 
Smith’s real-life voice evokes 
instant images of Lisa Simpson. 
(‘When I pick up my telephone,” 
Smith says, “a lot of times the 
voice on the other end will say, 
‘May I speak to the lady of the 
house?’”) 

“It's nice to have an episode 
with Dan,” Smith adds. “I think 
one of the real joys of Homer is 
that he has a really good heart. 
You can see that in Dan’s facial 
expressions. 

“I really can’t say enough 
good things about Dan. At first, 
he’s so shy, but then he just pulls 
you in.” 

Or, as Harry Shearer 
describes Castellaneta’s person- 
ality, “He must have an ego some- 
where, but he seems to leave it at 
home.” 

Nancy Cartwright thinks 
Castellaneta’s interpretation of 
Homer and his other characters 


Ce 


HARRY SHEARER 


“Dan must 
have an ego 
somewhere, 
but he seems 
to leave it at 

home.” 


makes him one of a kind in The 
Simpsons’ company of actors. 

“Dan takes on the essence of 
the characters he plays,” she 
says. “The writers, the produc- 
ers and Matt give him free reign. 
For instance, Dan and Harry 
might do nine or ten takes of a 
dialogue between Homer and 
Burns. A lot of it might be ad lib. 
I don't know how the producers 
decide which one to use. I’m just 
glad I don’t have to make the 
choice.” 

As the “Lisa the Greek” 
episode begins, Homer, sur- 
rounded by his favorite high- 
cholesterol snack treats, settles 
into the family couch. Shearer, 
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as announcer Bret Gunsilman, 
welcomes his audience to “six 
hours of pro-football action.” 

Homer, his eyes fixed on the 
TV, reaches for the only thing 
holding him back and says: “Bye- 
bye belt.” 

After five takes of this scene, 
the three men directing the 
episode—Groening, director 
Mike Reese and producer Jay 
Kogen—are satisfied with what 
the actors have given them...well, 
almost. 

Groening wants Castellane- 
ta’s reading of “Bye-bye belt” to 
be “even more dismissive,” to 
emphasize the animated gesture 
viewers will see on the screen. 

The tape rolls. Castellaneta 


NANCY CARTWRIGHT 


“Dan and 
Harry might 
do nine or 
ten takes on 
a dialogue... 
!'m glad | 
don't have to 
make the 
choice.” 
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reads: “Bye-byyyyyyyyye 
belt...Bye-bye, belt... Byebye- 
belt... Bye-bye BELT!...Bye...bye... 
belt....BYE-BYE BELT...” 

Each of his dozen or so inter- 
pretations is distinctly different 
from the others, and he accom- 
panies each with a new gesture. 
Arms outstretched in a near- 
yawn...head cocked and lips 
pursed...waist rotating in a grunt- 
ing struggle to remove an imagi- 
nary belt...fists clenched, hands 
pumping, 4 la Popeye one sec- 
ond, King Kong the next. 

Hank Azaria, the voice of 
Moe, Chief Wiggum and Apu, 
among others, says, “Physically, 
Dan gets into it. He doesn’t mind 
looking really foolish to make 
the take work really well.” 

Castellaneta points out that 
because The Simpsons com- 
bines the real world and the car- 
toon world, the directors want 
more takes than on a usual car- 
toon show. Generally, that means 
three or four, but he says they’ve 
asked for as many as 20. 

“So that's why we move 
around,” he says. “One time when 
I was working with Julie [Kavn- 
er, the voice of Marge] on Tracey 
Ullman, and I've done live shows 
with Nancy and Yeardley, so we 
know each other....One time, right 
in the middle of taping, Julie 
went up to Nancy and started 
choking her.” 

Kavner says the thing she 
appreciates most about playing 
Castellaneta’s TV wife is his inno- 
cence, a kind of unworldliness. 
To Kavner, he has a basic sweet- 
ness that comes out in all the 
characters he plays. 

Her favorite moment in the 
series came during “Bart Gets Hit: 
By a Car,” the episode in which 
Homer hires ambulance-chasing 
attorney Lionel Hutz, who puts 
together a million-dollar lawsuit 
against C. Montgomery Burns 
after Burns's car knocks Bart off 
his skateboard. In the end, Marge 
will have none of it and eventu- 


YEARDLEY SMITH 


“1 think one 
of the real 
joys of Homer 
is that he has 
a really good 
heart. You 
can see that 
in Dan’s facial 
expressions.” 


ally foils the scheme. 

Kavner says, “I'll never forget 
Dan saying to me, ‘I’m always 
going to look at you and think, 
‘This woman cost me a million 
dollars.”” 

Like the other actors, Kavn- 
er notes the harmony between 
Castellaneta’s acting and the writ- 
ers’ ability to provide him with 
material to match it. 

“Homer’s not just a clown,” 
she says. “There was a danger 
there. He could have become a 
buffoon. 

“Dan has such a wealth of tal- 
ents. And he’s just got a great 
spirit. I think Dan can play any- 
thing in the world.” 
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WHO IS EL BARTO? 


Principal, Parents, 


Puzzled by Painting 


Prankster 


By Bart Simpson 
Investigative Reporter 


“EL BARTO.” 

Can it be that these 
two simple words are 
causing the entire town 


of Springfield to have a 
cow? 

The answer is yes! 

Everyone seems to be 
upset by the cunning lit- 
tle mischief-maker who 
has spraypainted his 
cryptic signature on 
almost every wall within 
bicycling distance of 
Springfield Elementary 
School. 

But no one knows who 
is responsible! 

Principal Skinner has 
gotten particularly bent 
out of shape by ‘EL 
BARTO,” especially since 
the clever fiend spray- 


painted Skinner’s office 


Surveillance photo of the unknown criminal 
mastermind during recent daring daylight 
strike outside Mrs. Krabappel’s classroom. 


door last Tuesday morn- 
ing, apparently while 
everyone else was outside 
during a fire drill. 

“My blood is boiling,” 
Mr. Skinner stated to 
this reporter. 

“EL BARTO” seems to 
have struck almost every- 
where. Highlights include 
the “EL BARTO” on the 
freeway overpass near the 


Walnut Street exit, the 
“EL BARTO” on Cooling 
Tower #3 at the Spring- 
field Nuclear power 
plant, the “EL BARTO” on 
the chest of the statue 
of Jebediah Springfield 
in the town square, and, 
in what must be YEL 
BARTO’s” proudest moment, 


CONTINUED ON PG. 2 


PAGE 2 


Whose underpants 
were hoisted up the 
flagpole last Wednes- 
day? We're not naming 
names, but the old 
rhyme “Teacher teacher 
I declare, I see Mar- 
tin Prince’s bottom 
bare” comes to mind... 
What fourth grade 
teacher was seen mak-— 
ing goo-goo eyes at 
Groundskeeper Willie 
at recess? For shame, 
Mrs. K.... What local 
authority figure will 
flip his wig when he 
finds out everyone 
knows the bald truth 
about 1: cranial 
coverup, Principal 
Shinehead Toupee Chrome- 
dome?... What chubby 
obnoxious bookworm was 
found stuffed in his 
own locker on Thurs- 


SPRINGFIELD ELEMENTARY 


1 Cover the 


Water Fountain 
By Ms. X 


day? The initials on 
the locker were. M.P., 
and that doesn’t stand 
for Mr. Popularity, 
does it, Martin?... 
Milhouse and Janey, 
sittin’ ina tree, K-I- 
S-S-I-N-G. First they 
smooch, then he propos-— 
es, then come a buncha 
kids with great big 
noses....Could the Mrs. 
K. xeferred to earlier 
in this column be any 
relation to our own 
Mrs. Krabappel?.... Con- 
fidential to the Con- 
ceited Brainiac: Don’t 
be embarrassed just 
because you still sleep 
with your teddy bear. 
The secret remains with 
us, Martin (oops!).... 
Janey I got your name 
in the paper you owe me 
three candy bars!!! 


APLEAFROMTHEEDITOR <3 


recycled pape: 


No one ever writes letters to the editor. Does 
anyone read this? Is it me? Feel free to drop by my 


office anytime 


(Room 201, Mrs. 


Hoover’s class, 


third row from door, second desk on the left, the 
one with the hardened pink gum glob on the corner.) 


—Lisa Simpson, Editor 


SCHOOL WEEKLY NEWS 


CONTINUED FROM PG. 1 


the recently painted 30- 
foot-high “EL BARTO” on 
the side of the school 
gymnasium! 

The police, who have 
been called in to inves- 
tigate the one-dude crime 
wave, don’t have a clue. 

“Whoever did this has 
real contempt for soci- 
ety,” Police Chief Wiggum 
fumed recently. “But I 
vow we'll get him some- 
day.” 

Maybe they will get 
“EL BARTO,” and maybe 
they won’t. For the time 
being, “EL BARTO” con- 
tinues to strike when 
least expected, as if to 
say: “YOU ARE ALL A 
BUNCH OF DIMWITS WHO 
CAN’T SEE WHAT’S RIGHT 
UNDER YOUR STUPID 
NOSES.” 

The mystery continues. 


Sports Corner 


The Springfield Ele- 
mentary Junior Pumas 
were soundly defeated 
again last Friday, as 
usual. Why bother with 
further details? 


A PUBLIC SERVICE ADVERTISEMENT 
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Once again, I am 
forced to inform you 
that because of the 
inconsiderate actions 
of one sick, twisted 
individual, all of us 
are going to suffer. 

And don’t play 
dumb with me. You 
know exactly what I’m 
talking about. 

I’m talking about 
“EL BARTO.” 

No one makes a 
fool out of Seymour 
Skinner, that’s one 
thing for sure. 

I hereby declare 
that until the psy- 


Detention Corne 
Borton, Wendell. Exces- 
sive throwing up on 
bus. 3 days. 

Muntz, Nelson. Exces-— 
sive taunting, restroom 
mischief, lighting 


matches on teeth, petty 
lunch-money extortion, 
hall monitor bribery, 
illegal weaponry, driv- 
ing without a license. 


42 days. 

Simpson, Bart. Bad 
attitude, loitering, 
hooliganism, immature 


“ONE ROTTEN 
APPLE SPOILS IT 
FOR THE WHOLE 
BARREL” 


Another Guest Editorial by 
Principal Seymour Skinner 


chotic punk behind 
“EL BARTO” is appre- 
hended there will be 
NO MORE field trips, 
recess periods, or 
cafeteria dessert 
treats. 

And don’t think I 
don’t know who you 
are, ‘EL BARTO.” 
Because I do. I real- 
ly do. I’m not bluff- 
ing. 

I swear I will 
track you down and 
get you. 

This is my final 
warning. I mean it 
this time. 


behavior, calling at- 
tention to self, tardi- 
ness, gum-chewing, 
eating paste, 
finishing blackboard- 
writing punishments, 
skateboarding in 
school, unauthorized 
smirking, annoying 
haircut, general suspi- 
ciousness, pride in 
underachieving. 89 
days. 

Simpson, Lisa. 
she is “too sad” to 
play dodgeball. 3 days. 
Van Houten, Milhouse. 
Seen in the company of 
Bart Simpson. 4 days. 


never 


Claims 


THIS WEEK'S LUNCH 
OFFERINGS 


Food loaf 
Tater tots 
Health donuts 


Milk 

TUES 

Meaty cubes in brown 
gravy 

Extra-soft mixed 
vegetables 

Corn pie 

Milk 

WED 

Fish logs 


Creamed beets 

Butterscotch pudding 
with powder lumps 

Milk 

THURS 

Hotdog chunks in kettle 

sauce 

FRI 

Sloppy Soy Joes 

Re-steamed cauliflower 

Bran pie 

Milk 


BANNED BOOKS 


The following books 
have been banned by the 
Springfield Board of 
Education and will no 
longer be available in 
the school library. If 
you have any of these 
books currently checked 
out, return them to the 
library IMMEDIATELY. 


The History of Art 

It’s OK to Be 
Different 

The Case Against 
Nuclear Power 

The Theory of Evolution 

Louie the Leftist 
Turtle 
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PRINCIPAL SKINNER CHANGES 
HOME PHONE NUMBER AGAIN 


Principal making weird oinking 
Seymour noises,” said Mr. Skin- 
Skinner, a ner in a recent office 


OBITUARIES 


GULPY, 3 weeks, longtime interview. STF you’ 
recently purchased vVietim sf think that’s funny, 
goldfish, beloved malicious phone pranks, then you’ve got another 
pet of Martin has changed his home think coming.” 

Prince. In lieu. of phone number for the Mr. Skinner is con- 
flowers, Martin fifth time this school fident that his new 
would appreciate it year. private unlisted home 


“Imagine being woken phone number will end 
up every hour on the the nightly torment. 
hour all night by some- Mr. Skinner’s new 
one on the phone line number is 555-9346. 


Sree Usa 


oie & come Book ano NEW: VIDED GAMES! 


2% ow 
2) BASEBALL CARD SHOP (@¥ escape FROM GRANDMA'S HOUSE 


‘JOUR BACK . “ITCHY VS. SCRATCHY 


.. Ae TIME WASTER 


RE you wouldn’t 
shoot rubber bands 
and spitwads at him. 
Funeral services 
Monday 8 am, Mar- 
tin’s family bath- 
room. 

BILLY, CHILLY, 
DILLY, JILLY, LILY, 
MILLIE, TILLY, WIL- 
LIE, various ages, 
beloved ants in Mil- 
house Van Houten’s 
Ant Farm. Killed or 
escaped when Ant 
Farm was knocked on 
floor during wrest- 
ling match with Bart 
Simpson last Tues- 
day. No flowers, no 
service. Milhouse 
would rather just 
forget the whole 
thing. 

MR. SQUIRM, 3 
months, beloved ham- 
ster of Bart Simp- 
son. In lieu of 
flowers, donations 
to Bart would be 
appreciated by Bart. 
Open shoebox funeral 
4 pm today in vacant 
lot behind Kwik-E- 
Mart. Video game 
contest at Noiseland 


follows 


h scorer of the week wins a free Corn Dog! 


NOW OPEN DURING SCHOOL HOURS! 


345 WALNUT ST.) | 
DOWNTOWN SPRINGFIELD 112 Main S-Aajacent to the Old Mall 


“The official Burger Franchise of 
Krusty the Clown” 


Yes We Have 
Taco Pizzaritos! 


10% OFF ON ALL UNSOLD BURGERS AFTER MIDNIGHT 


‘Special Insert to SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED Fall 1991 Issue, © 1991 Matt Groening Productions, inc. All Rights Reserved. 
‘Simpsons © & TM Twentieth Century Fox Film Corporation. 
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“ROC is a dream of better television. 
It not only comes true, it rings true!” 


Tom Shales, Washington Post 


A new comedy 
from the creator of “Taxi” 
and the producers from “Cheers.” 


Sundays 
8:30PM / 7:30PM seins 


ox! 


APPLICATION. FOR 
EMPLOY MENT 
mp Nucleat Power Plant in 
the springtield Tradition.” 
FA 
e 
% 
se rest ond fully w tho following 
may write gmaltet) 
rent ways: They 
one other, 
L: 


e. 
ile's eet 
ack. 
would pest describe 


uation 
wer Plant? 


employed ere, whic! 

Mationship to Me prin 
weald be [tle of all a/ 
like the Shark yam bard workin ; 
diy as 4 ae Oe 
4% 


crnes like a tiek 


a 
pessg OO" 
port big help 


death 


25,000-1 
definite death 


100,000-1+ 000,000 
OVER 1, 000,000 


TEST DATE LEVEL 
Fall @1 

spring 82 : Fall 87 5 

Fall 83 2 spring 88 ? 

PNR ae 7 le Fall 89 | 

3 gpring 90 e | 

wall OL 3 | 
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APPLICATION FOR 
EMPLOYMENT 


"A Nuclear Power Plant in 
the Springfield Tradition.” 


® Po 
PART THREE: INTERVIEW 


STAFF ONLY 


Women SIMPSON 


UBANT 
describe the applicant's personal 


How would you 
71s he or she well groomed? 


appearance 
SLOPPY, DISHEVELED 


How expressive is the applicant? Does he 
or she communicate well? 


NO. 
\s the applicant knowledgeable in the pursuant field or 
related areas? Does he or she possess any special skills? 
4 ERIS “1D WAVE STUDIED 
\ ENERGA" IN HIGH SCHOOL 
Is the applicant sincere and likeable? 


SINCERE ... BUT UKEARLE? 


General impression and recommendations: 


JMINGE Pe TRAINEE SPOT? 


op - RANPLER? 
PAINTENANCE @ 


Serine, 
uy We 


Sar iat St 
$7 
Reet A lain Sey int 


SV coming, 


AWE nMES 
THEY HAVE THEIR OWN MAGAZINE 


They're America’s 
favorite new super-heroes 


3, TEENAGE MUTANT NINJA TURTLES! 


4 EVERY ISSUE INCLUDES: 
? @ An Original “Ninja Turtle” Adventure. 
@ Bodacious Feature Stories! 
@ Truly Excellent Games and Puzzles! 
@ Sage Advice from Master Splinter! 
@ Natural Science Articles! 
@ And LOTS MORE RADICAL FUN! 


GET THE NEXT 4 FUN FILLED 
ISSUES FOR JUST $7.50!!! 


DON'T MISS OUT ON ANY OF THE ACTION. 
SIMPLY COMPLETE THE FORM BELOW, CLIP AND MAIL TODAY!!! 


© 1990 Mirage Studios, USA. 


Msi ; C wAND LORD, PLEASE SEE 
GROENING'S 7/10 (T THAT NONE OF US 


NOW, LEMME AT : HERE YOU PARDON ME DAD, BUT 
THOSE PORK CHOPS. GO, BOY! WOULD YOU MIND PASSIN 
: THE CREAMED SPINACH? 


C= PASS THE las 
» 3 IS + {WHY DON’T YOU PASS, 
= ly (T ALL THE WAY TO, 
\ | SA CAPITOL 7 


OF THOSE 
POTATOES. 


luy Fox Film Corporaten.AllRighs Reserved, Used wi permission 


© 1991 Matt Groering Product. 
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WHOg LISA. THE NEXT DAY AT THE | 


CHECK OUT 
THOSE VEINS, SPRINGFIELD MALL... 


ON DAD'S 
FOREHEAD! 


SAFE? MARGE, WHO | FROM NOW ON, WHEN ANY 
CARES IF IT’S SAFE? OF YOU WANT ANYTHING, 
THIS LITTLE WONDER YOU CAN SPIN THIS THING 
JOF MODERN TECHNOL- AROUND AND GET IT. 
NOT SO SURE OGY IS GOING TO LET 
ABOUT THIS, 


FOR A CHANGE! 


= 


| TURNING IT! 
ROWNIES, MANL LET GO! 
Da r ] 


we 


| 
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“PUZZLES 
*PICTURES 
“PROPAGANDA 


YOU_KNOW HOW YOU HAT! 
TO TAKE OUT THE 


MUCH YOUR MOM NAGS 
YOU.. : 


WELL, HEH, HEH! WE 


Q: Where do you safély dispose of high-level 
liquid and solid radioactive waste? 


[NN9IqISS00 Se LOS se VOISslUILuOg Aioyeingay JeajanN) ayy. 
JBI 3SvIAd ‘zinb S,fepo 0} JANSUE Ue SEU SINOANY 2) \¥ 


, 


y / 
he Children of Today Are The Employees of Tomorrow” 


ARNOLD Sows A SEED ©1949) cerai@ BARTLET 


now, cuass, usive your \| [Now Take Your EYe-rRorreR 
INDEX FINGER, PRESS THE AND ADD Six DROPS OF THE 
BEAN SEED DOWN ABOUT ONE WATER/ PLANT FOOD SOLUTION, 
(NCH UNDER THE SOIL. 


Now. AS | WAS SAYING, 
Vn 
WILL You PLEASE TAKE Your Seeps SHOULD SPROUT 
YouR SEAT SO THE LESSON 
CAN CONTINUE? 
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WHERE BORN LEADERS 
ARE BORN. 


@). Pictured above is a delivery room 


unlike any other. Part land, part 
sea, part sky, it's the size of twenty 
states combined. It's short on 
creature comforts. But oh, what a view. 

This is where Outward Bound® 
happens. Here, people learn things like 
how to climb up the side of a mountain. 
How-to read a xiver like.«'map, And how 
to tell time without a watch. 


At the same time, they're learning 


about themselves. They're building 


teamwork skills. And developing a special 


kind of confidence, one that comes from 


deep down inside, and never goes away. 
And when they come back, they're 
different people. Stronger, more confident, 


better able to take on the daily challenges 


of life back home. In a word, leaders. 

There are over 600 Outward Bound 
courses in 20 states to choose from. 
Canoeing, sailing, hiking, and even 
dogsledding to name a few. None require 
special skills or training. 


Find out which one is right for you. 
Call 1-800-243-8520 today for a free color 


Point Road, Greenwich, CT 
06830. Financial aid and 
academic credit available. 1-800-243-8520 


A nonprofit, nondiscriminatory erganization, celebrating 50 years of excellence in education worldwide, 


FALL 1991 
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SCHOOL SURVIVAL HANDBOOK 


CHAPTER 3: 


BACK TO SCHOOL 


GATHERING THE SEEDS OF WISDOM TO PREPARE FOR THE LEAN MONTHS AHEAD 


FACT: HUMANS ARE THE ONLY 


ANIMALS THAT ATTEND SCHOOL 


LEARN FROM NATURE 


SCHOOL AVOIDANCE TECHNIQUES ADAPTED FROM THE ANIMAL KINGDOM 


TRAVEL TO MORE HOSPITABLE ENVIRONMENT, WITH THE PROPER ATITUDE AND 
PREFERABLY BEYOND THE JURISDICTION PLENTY OF LATE-NIGHT TV, YOU CAN 
OF LOCAL TRUANT AUTHORITIES SLEEP THROUGH ALMOST ANYTHING 


THE FIRST DAY 


“THAT WHICH DOES NOT DESTROY ME MAKES ME STRONGER.” —FRIEDRICH NIETZSCHE 


DO NOT DELAY! 
THE PRESTIGIOUS TITLE “CLASS CLOWN" IS OFTEN 
AWARDED IN THE FORMATIVE FIRST WEEK OF SCHOOL. 


REMEMBER: BUILD UP YOUR RESISTANCE! 

LIKE ALL TOXIC SUBSTANCES, CAFETERIA FOOD REQUIRES [1 
AN ADJUSTMENT PERIOD, START WITH SMALL DOSES aaa 
AND WORK GRADUALLY TOWARD A COMPLETE MEAL. 


WHEN THINGS LOOK BLEAKEST: 


BE GRATEFUL YOU'RE NOT THE NEW KID. 
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PREPARATION= 


SCHOOL SURVIVAL AANBODN 


s Sy 


With fine-tuning, the right notebook becomes a powerful tool: 


FINGER-SAVING, 


GENEROUS MARGINS NON-SNAP RINGS 
FOR DOODLING 


PENCIL POCKET 
DOUBLES AS 
TERRARIUM 


AS YOU READY YOURSELF FOR YET ANOTHER YEAR OF SCHOLASTIC & SOCIAL 
TURMOIL YOU MAY EXPERIENCE A STRANGE FLUTTERING SENSATION 
IN YOUR ABDOMEN. THIS PHENOMENON IS PERFECTLY NORMAL, 
PERHAPS EVEN FAMILIAR; AND YET, JUST WHAT ARE 


“BUTTERFLIES IN 
THE STOMACH"? 
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DECOY NOTES 
FROM LAST YEAR 
(AND THE YEAR BEFORE) 


SIZED TO CONCEAL 
VITAL READING 
MATTER 


A SCIENTIST REPLIES: 

“BUTTERFLIES IN THE STOMACH 

IS A COMMON CONDITION WHEREBY 
EXCITATION OF THE GASTRIC 

NERVE TRIGGERS EXCESSIVE 

ACID SECRETION INTO THE STOMACH. 
IT IS NOT CAUSED BY BUTTERFLIES 

AT ALL. IT IS CAUSED BY MOTHS.” 


FALL1991 


se ee eee === CLIP AND KEEP IN NOTEBOOK FOR EASY REFERENCE = == = ee ee ee eee ee ee en 


ET'S-LAY IT-SPLAY 
TAY THE 
EACH-BAY! 


set FAR AWAY TO TALK? CAN'T SAY IT OUT LOUD? NEED TO SEND AN URGENT MESSAGE? 
COMMIT THESE HAND CODES TO MEMORY AND THEN DESTROY THIS PAGE! 


Ss (‘3¢\ URES 
CRAZY. 
AYE CARUMBA! (Scratch alternate 


CAN YOU BELIEVE arms 3 tines each) 
THIS DRIVEL? CHECK OUT THE HAIR ON 
Mant finger Un ceele i THAT ONE. 
eee pera (Tug on hair in Front) 


fe 


Ny 
SHOW ME YOUR C 
ANSWERS. 4 


(Twirl pencil in ARE WE THE ONLY ONES WHO. 
WHAT AN AIRHEAD. direction of friend) SEE THE ABSURDITY OF THIS? 


(Pall invisible string through (Spin hands in circles) 
ears back and forth) 


TMGOING TO HAVE A 
CONNIPTION FIT IF THEY 
DON'T STOP TALKING. WHAT A GEEK! 
(Move fingers up and down) (Brosh fingers 


down arm) THATE HIM/HER. 
GET ME OUT OF THIS 
SITUATION NOW! 


(Tug on ear) 
x 
SG 1 
ace Seen DON'T SAY ONE MORE 
WORD, ORI WILL DIE 


g, 


thumb 1d down) mi a 
age om. ae acum eh re a AND THEN KILL YOU. EW!B.O. ALERT! 
5 (Ginger cel oe eee 
ayers) of pales back and forth) 
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IT’S STARTED. SONIC THE HEDGEHOC 


Think fast. C’mon faster. What happens when a Watch him smirk in the face of danger as he blazes 
not-so-common hedgehog reaches supersonic speeds? his way through hilly pastures, underwater caverns, 
A Sonic boom, of course. And you'd better get ready marble ruins, strange cities and a cybernetic world of 
for it. Because here comes Sonic The Hedgehog” He's enemies in a race to save his buddies. 
the fastest critter the world has ever seen, and hes a Sonic’s got everything a hedgehog could ever want: 


hedgehog with a major attitude. tricks, gadgets and speed. Lots of speed. And he’s not 


Z 


afraid to use it. Just try to keep up as he gives the bad Sega, Genssis and Sonie The Hedgehog are trademarks of 
guys the run-around with his infamous ultra-sonic spin Biers mane aa 
attack. There's never been anything like it. : : 

So don't blink or you just might miss SonicThe 


Hedgehog. He’s fresh, he’s on Genesis, and he’s here. ret = N ES I i=4 


Well uh, at least he was here. 


LISA’S TOP FORTY: 1. My baritone saxophone. 2, 7h yoy 
Littl Elves asa groy, 36 The Happy Little Elves individually: 
a. Yendor. b. Bubbles. c. Doofy. d. Moldy. 4. The joy of 
overachievement. 5. Finding a surprise dessert in my 
lunchbox. 6. Bleeding Gums Murphy. 7. Tetherhall. 8. Seeing Bart 
get caught red-handed. 9. Cartoons with redeeming social 
messages. 7 Whig te hiztiue MW. Be-bop. 12. Playing both 
sides against the middle. 13. My friend Janey. 14, Corn-on-the-cob. 
15. Television. 76. 7c way my baby sioter smells right affer 
her Cath, 17. The pursuit of happiness. 78. Recess. 19. The time | got all 
50 states playing the “License Plate Game” on our trip to Hell Valley National 
Park. 20. Any form of revenge on Bart. 21. Expressing my inner 
howl through music. 22. Mom’s cooking. 23. Moral 
superiority as a lifestyle. 24 Awlic Cahai. 25. Those 
sprinkle things that go on top of ice cream and cupcakes. 
26. The (imagined) delight of getting a pony for 
Christmas. 27 ScowboM //, 28. Santa’s Little Helper. 29. Freedom of 
choice. 30. A Super-Deture Kawsty 
Burger with Cacon, chili, cheese and 
extra Krusty Secret Sauce. 31. Ms. 
Hoover...on a good day. 32. Mr. | 
Bergstrom any time. 

33. My dad’s laugh. 34. Peace. 
35. The painful beauty of Emily , 
Dickinson’s verse. 36. Being a 
misunderstood creative \ 
genius. 37. Dafa. SB. Angst. Se 
39. Putting on a brave front. 
LO. tnd. tn yule of way lhing, my funily. 
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Help the Cap’n get his breakiast back by finding 7b 

your way through the maze. Then, by folding the page a 

as shown, find your way back home again. Mark your >», 

path, then send this page to the Cap’n and he'll send you...» 

<= prize! Mail to: Cap'n Crunch at the Guppy, PO. Box 8230, 
= Clinton, A 52736. Don't forget «(l= 

to send your name and address! 


Clfer expires Auguat 9, 1992 or good while pple act. This comaloted page must accompary your submission. Ne repreducton/xeroxed coples willbe accenled. Requests foraddltonal copies ofthis page wil 
not ba acknowledged. Limit oe par person. Not Tor lat, lost or misdirected completed pages. Offer good only inthe USA. Vod where prohibited, taxed or otherwise restricted. Allow 610 8 weeks for 
processing. We mst have your conplated addroco and ip code for daliery. 
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©1991 FoxVideo, Inc. All Rights Reserved. 
Fox Video™ and Twentieth Century Fox™ and their logos are trademarks of Twentieth Century Fox Film Corporation. 
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GRANDMA LURKS! 
THE SIMPSONS’ 
TOUGHEST VISITOR! 


. db 


A eC 

DCAN S 
“TORMENT JERKS! (e \ ro OF 1S 
PULLABLE PRANKS FOR aie, STRAIN ELD 
EVERY OCCASION! 


READERS’ QUIRKS! 
LET THE FULL-SCALE 
MARGE-A-THON BEGIN! 


24 
MLN}, 
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In September, The Simpsons 
received an Environmental Media 
Award for “Two Cars in Every 
Garage, and Three Eyes on Every 
Fish,” the episode that. introduced 
Blinky, the mutant fish hooked in 
the warm waters near the Spring- 
field Nuclear Power Plant. In 
accepting the award, Simpsons 
creator Matt 


bury-Schweppes....Also down under, 
Johnson and Johnson is using Simp- 
sons artwork on its packaging to pro- 
mote dental hygiene. In one 
illustration, Bart says, “My mouth is 
a temple, man!”....And into the 
mouth-temples of Australia and Eng- 
land goes Simpsons-shaped dried 
pasta, featur- 
ing the heads 


Groening ‘. H OPPLT | of various 
told of hav- Syprinatiels Sb BP characters 
ing received and manufac- 
a letter from = S—— tured by 
a nuclear- |\|Mutation le SEES) White Wings 
power lobby- \\} At or Fishin: ie 0 S===5) Vetta Pasta 
ing group that Responsibl SSeS | (Australia) 
said the show Sa} and HP 
“confused and ES) Foods (Eng- 
frightened the 22-55) land)....If 
American pub- SESS| you visit 
lic.” Groening ee one of Eng- 
said that this s=Jland’s 
“was a sign that Marks and 


we're doing the 

right thing” and promised that “we at 
The Simpsons will continue to confuse 
and frighten the American public”... 

A bulletin from The Simpsons 
nursery: On September 27, Nancy 
Cartwright, the voice of Bart, gave 
birth to Jackson Louis Murphy. 
Jackson, the brother of Lucy Mae 
(born December 19, 1989), and the 
son of William Warren Murphy, 
weighed in at 8 pounds, 3 ounces... 

Guest voices on The Simpsons 
late this season include: the world's 
greatest third-rate heavy-metal band 
Spinal Tap (Christopher Guest, 
Michael McKean, and series regular 
Harry Shearer)...Beverly D'Angelo 
playing country singer Lurleen 
Lumpkin (and warbling such songs 
as “Bagged Me a Homer,” and “Stand 
By Your Manager”)...and Kimmy 
Robertson (of Twin Peaks) playing 
acertain ten-year-old boy’s first love. 

The Simpsons continues to 
inflict itself on the world with a wide 
variety of new products and premi- 
‘ums....In Australia, the real thing is 
Bart’s Clear Cola, a colorless soft 
drink introduced in October by Cad- 


Spencer department stores, you'll be 
able to take home a cake in the shape 
of Bart’s head....That is, if you 
haven't satisfied your appetite with 
Bart Bites. In late November, Bur- 
ton’s Biscuits began offering the 
Simpsons head-shaped cook- 
ies..... Wait, there’s more: Cereal Part- 
ners in the UK is offering, inside 
boxes of Shreddies, a special “Slo- 
gan-Slider.” It’s a device slightly larg- 
er than a credit card with an inner 
and outer section. You slide the outer 
card and look through an opening for 
trivia questions and Simpsons ter- 
minology. Turn to the other side of 
your Slogan-Slider and presto, there’s 
your trivia answer or translation. On 
the outside of every Shreddies box 
is a Simpsons “Wobbler” 3-D cut- 
out toy, such as the one depicting 
Bart kicking a football....In early 
October, Spain’s Chupa Chups began 
placing a Simpsons “couch fig- 
urine,” ie., a miniature family-on- 
the-couch collectible, in one of every 
seven of its Tombola surprise choco- 
late eggs. More than 20 million of 
the eggs were distributed throughout 
Germany, England, and Spain... 
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OUR MOTTO: 


GONE FISSION 


An episode of The Simpsons 
recently inspired a group of anti- 
nuclear activists in the upstate 
New York town of Cincinnatus 
to create an innovative piece of 
street theater. 

Dressed as Bart, Lisa, Homer 
and Marge, members of Citizens 
Against Radioactive Dumping 
(CARD) presented the New 
York State Low-Level Radioac- 
tive Waste Siting Commission 
with a foam replica of Blinky, 
the three-eyed fish found in the 
warm waters near the Spring- 
field Nuclear Power Plant. 

Sherrie Massmann, a 
spokesperson for the 500-member 
CARD, told Simpsons Illustrated, 
“We thought Blinky was hilarious.” 
So Massmann and her family spent 
several weekends carving foam heads 
of Simpsons characters and a foam 
replica of Blinky, then prepared their 
presentation for the Siting Commis- 
sion hearing in nearby Taylor, New 
York. 

During a lull in the proceedings, 

4 “The Simpsons’ presented the Blinky 
replica to the commissioners, while a 
boom box blared the lyrics to a rap 
song their children had composed: 


“We're a nuclear family, 
Don't you know, 
Average folks just in from Oswego. 
‘And we've brought you a little prize, 
And we're gonna present it before 
your very eyes, 
Fresh from the lake's hot fission waters, 
A little catch from our sons and 
daughters, 


From the syndicated comic strip by 


THE 


“TRUTH 


CARD members serve up a mutated mouthful at nuke-site hearing. 


Three-eyed Blinky, the Mutant Fish, 
A tempting morsel on a golden dish. 

It’s like your story—hard to swallow, 
About the dump with its burial shallow. 
So keep your money and keep your tale, 
Cause the town of Taylor is not for sale!” 


What happened next? The chair- 


* man, according to a newspaper report 


of the event, “laughed and showed 
the youngsters pictures of his own 
children.” 

Said Massmann, “We think it had 
some effect.” 


LEAVE IT TO BART 
Gee, Beav, you'd look better in a 
spiked haircut. 
That's the conclusion drawn by 


some shrinks, sociologists, and TV = 
z Sorship, ecology, nuclear energy, 


critics who compared The Simpsons 
to the “sugar coated” American fami- 


lies portrayed in 50s programs such 
as Leave it to Beaver and Father 
Knows Best. 

“Too many people compare their 
lives to TV and they are coming up 
short,” complains one such expert, 
quoted in the July/August issue of 
Changes, a magazine for “adult chil- 
dren” of dysfunctional families. In a 
lengthy article on the subject, the 50s 
shows are criticized for fostering sex- 


© ism, racism, and the tantalizing fan- 


tasy that all family problems are easily 


2 solvable in a half-hour. 


Much more therapeutic, the article 


Says, is the “realistic” satire of modem 


shows. 
The article praises The Simpsons 
for addressing “such issues as cen- 


extra-marital affairs, and family ther- 


FeRsoniauy, 1 
TANK THis uso. 
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WHERE BORN LEADERS 
ARE BORN. 


Pictured above is a delivery room 
unlike any other. Part land, part 


sea, part sky, it's the size of twenty 


states combined. It's short on 
creature comforts. But oh, what a view. 

This is where Outward Bound® 
happens. Here, people learn things like 
how to climb up the side of a mountain. 
How to read a river like a map. And how 
to tell time without a watch. 


At the same time, they're learning 


about themselves. They're building 


teamwork skills. And developing a special 


kind of confidence, one that comes from 


deep down inside, and never goes away. 
And when they come back, they're 
different people. Stronger, more confident, 


better able to take on the daily challenges 


of life back home. In a word, leaders. 

There are over 600 Outward Bound 
courses in 20 states to choose from. 
Canoeing, sailing, hiking, and even 
dogsledding to name a few. None require 
special skills or training. 

Bind oufiwhich one teightforsvaut 
Call 1-800-243-8520 today for a free color 


catalog. Or write Outward ene 
Bound USA, 384 Field 
Point Road, Greenwich,CT 
06830. Financial aid and 
academic credit available. 1-800-243-8520 


A nonprofit, nondiseriminatory organization, celebrating 50 years of excellence in education worldwide. 


il 


THE MEWS 


apy—not to mention just plain petty 
greed, selfishness, hypocrisy, and dis- 
honesty.” 

Another commentator is quoted 
as saying, “Let’s face it. The Simpsons 
don't fit in with Hollywood’s sugar- 
coated families. But that’s OK. They 
are what the American family is all 
about.” 


EMMY OF THE PEOPLE? 


This summer, for the second year 2 
in arow, The Simpsons was kept out = 


of the running for a Best Comedy 
Emmy Award. 

The Television Academy of Arts 
and Sciences once again decided that 


The Simpsons didn’t belong in the * 


same category as, say, Cheers or The 
Golden Girls. 

Instead, the prime-time series was 
relegated to trouncing Garfield the 
Cat and various Tiny Toons for the 
Best Animated Program Emmy—and 
receiving its trophy during the non- 
televised “technical” portion of the 
proceedings. 

“How could the nominating com- 
mittee overlook The Simpsons as one 
of the top situation comedies of the 


year by unilaterally defining it as ‘a 


cartoon’?” lamented Jerry Krupnick, 
TV critic for the Newark Star-Ledger. 

James L. Brooks, the show’s exec- 
utive producer, said, “All we ask is 
that the Simpsons be treated like 
human beings.” 

However, Simpsons creator Matt 
Groening was less perturbed: “There 
is a certain guilty satisfaction in 
stomping The Smurfs.” 


BAD TO THE BONE 
Dr. Timothy P. Close of Richland 


Memorial Hospital in Columbia, South 5 
Carolina, saw right through the prob- 
lem. When a 35-year-old male patient, ¢ 
otherwise in good health and high | 


spirits, complained of an annoying, 


prickly sensation above his kneecap, 2 


the good doc ordered an x-ray. He 
stared at the picture a little while. 


Then he sent it to the medical journal & 
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spaghetti 


oy 


What do you see in this picture? 


* Radiology. In its April Fool's Day edi- 
tion, the magazine reported the fol- 
lowing discovery: 


Simpson of the femur.” 


UNRELATED SIMPSONS 
IN THE NEWS 
The following sound like plot twists 
from upcoming episodes, but they’re 
not: 
¢ Last May, the New York Times 
reported that Joyce Simpson of Stone 


a 


Bart of the femur: What a pain. 


RSNA. 


“The first known case of Bart 4 


ri 
junction. | 


Mountain, Georgia, drove into a ser- 
vice station in Atlanta, parked beneath 
abillboard advertising spaghetti din- 
ners at Pizza Hut, and had a religious 
experience. 

Said Simpson: “The Holy Spir- 
it...simply said, ‘Look up.’ When I 
looked up, I lost my breath.... I saw the 
Michelangelo version of Christ. Isaw 
the crown of thorns. I saw the deep- 
set eyes. I saw the nose. The mus- 
5 tache. I saw just the total vision of 
Christ.” 

¢ On the environmental front, the 
= Simpson Paper Company of Eureka, 
# California, agreed to spend $50 million 
: to reduce the flow of chemical pollu- 
& tion from its paper mill into the Pacif- 
2 ic Ocean. 
Responding to a lawsuit filed by 
= the Surfrider Foundation of San 
& Mateo, California—which represents 
2 surfers throughout the country— 
* Simpson Paper promised to install 
expensive equipment to treat its waste 
water. The company also promised 
to install solar-heated showers at near- 
yy beaches, so that surfers could wash 
ff the pollutants. 
° In August, the Associated Press 
« reported that at one point last year, 
the Donald Simpson family (the only 
Simpsons in the Oswego, New York, 
phone book) was receiving 20 to 30 
prank calls a day. 

“The phone calls never stop,” 
Carol Simpson said. “You pick up the 
phone and it’s, ‘Hi, Marge. This is 
Homer. I'll be home soon.’ It’s round 
the clock.” 
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GET YOUR 
OWN COPY, 


Hey, what do you think this is, a lending 
library? Just send us $9.97, and for the 
next year you won't have to beg your 
friends for their Simpsons™ Illustrated, 
You'll get 4 issues of Simpsons Illustrated 
plus the Simpsons Annual, Just think of how smug 
and selfimportant you'll feel when people ask to 
borrow your copy. You can tell them to subscribe, too! 


Complete & mail this form to: 
SIMPSONS™ ILLUSTRATED, P.O. BOX 10195, Des Moines, IA 50340 
YES, | want more out of life! Rush me SIMPSONS™ ILLUSTRATED. 
Name 


Address 
City, State, Zip Code 


I 

! 

] 

| 

] 

! 

i Icha sree) eeereeaer lows) 
One year subscription (Sissues) $ 9.97 

1 State sales tax (if applicable)  $ ___ 

1 County sales tax (if applicable) $ —__ 

| TOTAL AMOUNT DUE $ 

1 Di¥ou may charge my credit card $9.97 plus applicable sales tax as follows: 

| 

| 

| 


[visa [IMASTERCARD — Card # 
Exp. Date 


Signature 


Matt 
GROENING 


The Simpsons TM and © 1980 Twentieth Century Fox Fim Corporation. 


We want your mail...your pictures, 
your poetry, your prose. We’re 
eager to see your reactions to The 
Simpsons and Simpsons Iilus- 
trated. So what are you waiting 
for? Address all correspondence 
to Junk Mail, Welsh Publishing 
Group, 300 Madison Ave., New 
York, NY 10017. 


Kathy Laninovich 
Santa Ana, CA 


THE PLAIN TRUTH 
Dear Mr. Groening, 

It’s nice to watch a show that cen- 
ters around a family, but isn’t so sis- 
sylike. Ever since I could watch TV 
and realize what was going on, I 
always wondered why my life seemed 
so far removed from the family’s life 
portrayed on TV. I got tired of watch- 
ing the neverending saga of the per- 
fect home, the perfect marriage, the 
perfect job (with the perfect boss and 
perfect coworkers attached), and the 
perfect children. Where everyone 
lives in a state of ignorant bliss and 
any and all problems are solved thor- 
oughly and completely by the end of 
30 minutes. (Not all of them are like 
this, but most are.) 
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‘The Punished 


Llove The Simpsons 
and Simpsons Illustrat- 
ed magazine for many reasons, but 
the biggest one is because they depict 
anormal American family as it really 
is with no curtains blanketing the 
scene. Also, watching or reading 
something that will make you laugh at 
life’s many little problems (so you 
can see that maybe every little annoy- 
ance in your own life is not that earth- 
shaking) is a lot better than watching 
a “the perfect life” sitcom and pre- 
tending that your worries and prob- 
lems are nonexistent. You (and the 
other people that make The Simp- 
sons possible) have caused me much 
release of tension and stress and 
many ‘squirt Coke out of your nose” 
laughs. Thank you and keep up the 
good work. 
—Barbara A. Schulte 
Owingsville, KY 
P.S. In the summer issue of Simp- 
sons Illustrated I especially liked the 
“Springfield Nuclear Power Plant” 
pamphlet. I laughed until it hurt. 


WORKING WOMAN 
Dear Editor, 

Enclosed is a picture of myself last 
Halloween dressed as Marge. Need- 
less to say, I WON FIRST PRIZE at. 
work. I am an Escrow Officer for 
Chicago Title in Santa Ana, CA. Marge 
did a great job working 
on my escrow files, and miss 
the customers loved her. }Oavid 

I did not watch The 
Simpsons show on tele- 
vision until I started plan- 
ning my costume. Now I 


mean 
Ryss 


Jason Bort 


Kyle Carrozza 
Catskill, NY 


don’t like to miss one program. 
Yours truly, 
—Kathy Laninovich 
Also known as Marge Simpson 
Santa Ana, CA 
P.S. The hair is made of cotton balls 
that I dyed blue. 


DANKE! 
Dear Editor! 

Iam a fan of The Simpsons. But I 
live in Germany and here The Simp- 
sons are not very popular. Yesterday 
1 found and bought the summer issue 
of your magazine in a comic shop. 
It’s really fantastic, but I think there 
are not enough comic strips about 
the Simpsons. 

—Philipp Komossa 
Dusseldorf, Germany 


A SERIOUS CASE 
Dear Editor, 

Enclosed please find a few snap- 
shots of a day in the life of Bart 
(alias my son, Greg). 
Because playing the 
role of Bart yh 
became so much 
fun, what was to 
be a Halloween 
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IT’S STARTED. SONIC THE HEDGEHOC 


Think fast. C’mon faster. What happens when a Watch him smirk in the face of danger as he blazes 
not-so-common hedgehog reaches supersonic speeds? his way through hilly pastures, underwater caverns, 
A Sonic boom, of course. And youd better get ready marble ruins, strange cities and a cybernetic world of 
for it. Because here comes Sonic The Hedgehog” He's enemies in a race to save his buddies. 
the fastest critter the world has ever seen, and he’s a Sonic’s got everything a hedgehog could ever want: 


hedgehog with a major attitude. tricks, gadgets and speed. Lots of speed. And he’s not 


71S OUT. AND NO ONE CAN STOP HIM. 


afraid to use it. Just try to keep up as he gives the bad Sega, Genesis and Sonic The Hedgehog are trademarks of 
guys the run-around with his infamous ultra-sonic spin Brie ten eae 
attack. There's never been anything like it. ; : \ 

So don't blink or you just might miss Sonic The 


Hedgehog. He's fresh, he’s on Genesis, and he’s here. GE NES I Ss 


Well uh, at least he was here. 


Ww 
sasquivere. Hak he cowl? 


trusts that I] won't use it 
(yeah, right). Those dumb 
reporters have no right 
printing that. It's your mag- 
azine, not theirs. You can 
do what you want. Please 
keep the “School Hand- 
books” in. I enjoy reading 
them. 

—Keri Carlsen 
Chesapeake, VA 
P.S. It’s not your fault 


Niagaro Falls, ONT, Canada 


became a whole lot of “Bart Time.” 

I have enjoyed tremendously the 
premiere issue of Simpsons Ilustrat- 
ed. Good luck with a great magazine. 

—Jean Weiss 
Marathon, NY 


FRIENDLY USER 
Dear Editor, 

I don’t care what USA Today or 
Harvard Business Review (“Simp- 
sons in the News,” Simpsons Illus- 
trated, summer 1991) say about the 
“School Handbook” in the back of 
every issue. My mom knows that 
there is one in every issue and she 
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Ma and onceorse Om aN that kids are scoring low 
fo teak Ne OF i 
4 \ lgues Ac SSh dreary bay] ON academic tests! 
See eee seal 
Uiseysbe tah PICKY, PICKY 
Kinane: Seer) SOY Dear Editor, 
ek (he Springfield ReXicemed’ Herel Inoticed a few addi- 
Buk nok Eromdea, he 4 tional “mutations” not 
Beeches ee Ug IN mentioned in your 
Bark- dude realty made m4 SON “Mutation Observation” 
— game in the summer 
= i, 1991 issue of Simpsons 
Tammy Frakking P 


Illustrated. First, although Homer is 
cooking tofu pancakes on the stove- 
top and heat is rising from the pan, 
there is no burner visible under the 
edge of the frying pan. Second, there 
are three toast slots on the toaster 
(all the toasters I have seen have 
either two or four, but perhaps I have 
just led a sheltered life). Third, Lisa is 
not holding an authentic Krusty 
Flakes box. Krusty is facing straight 
ahead on her box, instead of facing 45 
degrees off-center in a semi-profile 
(as he does on the box in the cereal 
advertisement from the spring 1991 
issue). Finally, the answer key states 
that Maggie has sia fingers on one of 
her hands, yet all three arms look the 
same with four fingers apiece (the 


By Te We sect 
Sure 


same number of fingers as each of the 
other Simpsons). 

—Timothy J. Kocourek 

New Orleans, LA 


Dear Editor, 

[noticed in the Simpsons Illustrat- 
ed summer of 1991 issue on page 35 in 
the “Mutation Observation” piece that 
there are five listed items that are 
impossible for any reader to know. 


Greg Weiss 
Marathon, NY 


—[Homer is] thinking of work. 
—[Homer is] eating a cherry donut. 
(How do we know what kind it is?) 
—Not one of Maggie’s three hands 
has six fingers, they all have four. 
—The milk in the fridge is two days 
outdated. 

—Patty and Selma are dancing naked 
in the living room. 

Either you are very forgetful and for- 
got to prove your “facts,” or you are 
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very bad jokesters. 

Besides the above, I [love] this mag- 
azine. I wait by the mail for this mag- 
azine to come. 

—Robyn Greenberg 
South San Francisco, CA 


We were saving those for a “What's 
Wrong With This Answer” page in an 
upcoming issue, but you beat us to it, 


WE UNDERSTAND 
Dear Ed., 

I just subscribed to your mag and 
Tm thinking of canceling any further 
issues. The reason? Too much bull 
and too little comic-book-style car- 
toons. 

If] want a marketing extravaganza 
Til read the Penney's catalogue (or 
watch MTV). 

—Pam Willhite 
Detroit, MI 

P.S. I bet you don’t 
print this because it’s 

too negative. But I 

ama Simpsons fan. 


More cartoons are in 
the works, Pam. Check 
out future issues. 


Brooksville, FL 


DANKE II 
Editor, 

While enjoying your summer 1991 
periodical, I could not help but won- 
der to myself what the English trans- 
lation of “Kindertotenlieder” (the last 


Jay $. Bara 
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Jennifer Merklinger Angela DiMarco 


‘Amy Magee 
Winnsboro, LA 

name of the director, musician, pro- 

ducer, script writer and star of “Space 

Mutants VII”) is, so lasked my broth- 

er, who took two years of German in 

high school, for its meaning. 

Brace yourselves—he told me that. 
“Kindertotenlieder” means “song for 
dead children.” 

—Debra Jean Hopkins 
Vista, CA 


DON’T GO 
CHANGIN’ 

The Simpsons 

First there is Homer 
Simpson 

A drone from Sector 7G 
Or so the boss’ assistant 
calls him 
Over the intercom, quite 
officially. 

After work Homer grabs 
a Duff 

At the place he loves, | 
Moe's Bar, 

And doesn’t understand 
why Flanders 

Gets to drive that real big car. 


Joey Valle 


Michelle Cohen 


Then we come to the sweet woman 
Marge 
With the Xmas jar in her hair 
Hiding the money from the 
not-so-smart Homer 
Because he wouldn't think to look 
there. 
But don't forget the eldest child 
Bartholomew J., the dude 
“Eat my shorts,” is his main remark 
Obviously, self-taught to be rude. 
Then there's Lisa with her saxophone 
Striking every chord of the blues. 
She also happens to be a second- 
grade Einstein 
On intelligence, she'll never lose. 
Then there’s Maggie and her pacifier 
Oh, there’s really not much to say 
Maggie is lovable, sweet, and 
expressive 
Just by saying “Suck, suck” everyday. 
They are the one and only Simpsons 
Family of the strange 
Sometimes weird and sometimes 
lonely 
But we'd never want them to change. 
—Althea White 
Mechanicsville, VA 


James Cosgrove 
Havelock, ONT, Canada 


oe 
T.A. Petrossie 


Mike Labocki 
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Kudos, oh readers. You've done it again 
(and again, and again). We're still dig- 
ging ourselves out from under a pile of 
do's. Buildings topple from o’er Marge’s 
placid brow and bees zoom through her 
blue-rinsed tresses. And despite your 
artistic onslaughts, the lady has kept 

her cool. May we present...Marge, in all 4 
Nicolas Laberge Mike lverson her chameleonic glory. Rebecca Hodge Laurie Hooley 


‘ 
72 wach 
Aaron Crider 


Michelle Wirth 


Sabrina Brinegor 


Tina Martin & Sheena Martin Mike Iverson S.A. Jacob 


Chris Gal 
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wk 


Blase DiStefano 
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k, 
MARGE 
Yvonne Mandich 


Travis Ryan 


Groucho 


Shane Cullum 


Marco Amyot 


Ben Rivers 


Marshall Horn 


Anne Schafer 


an Americar io that we thave mie 
FEV. Chammile than a- 


To BE AN AMERICAN” 
by Bartholomew J. Simpson 
do rot Know what it means to be an 


American because T am from Mars.On 
Mars we don’t have Ony houses or 

All you do on is Tide around in 
Spate Bubbles lite in joacti 


Man 
‘Jou never have to go home On 
cause Your Space bubble i ike 

hy Qnd a bi. 


Eee 
re’ ator “which bn er 
Bed Goo feel ke ang Mes abate ‘ 
‘thing about Space bubbles which isnt jn 
the cdmie books is thee You can clo trices 
it Upside down or On it's 
d go Flying it af Sesion 
miles an hoar. Also, tt (Sno 
(on, Maws- ‘That istahet'E eae 


hoo} 
i€ meays 
an American. 


ers, 
apct® aides 


SSPer wiiy te 
* Vandalism 


} 


ng 3, } >) 


ths, uy AAT 
Zo “8, 
RSak cae 


IJONVINGNY ONILIVM V 40 NOWE FHL OLNI ONY S7T1G090U 40 Lid V Y3A0 dW 1004-002 SIH 33S 


MIOCUNW FJONVI ‘LdV9 


[Aapaieg suikjep-yjeag ‘sulAo|-secueg 
iiNOLLOV NI WOVE ONY NOLLOWHL 40 LNO 


\ 


% * 
uaial, 


AN aHd 


\ 


OF, 


Ye 


SN 


TRAPPED 


NA ROOM FULL OF JUNK FO 


A Conversation with the writers of The Simpsons 


Despite its name, the New 
Writers Building on the Twenti- 
eth Century Fox lot looks as if it 
were built during World War II— 
when quality construction mat- 
erials were in short supply. 
Upstairs, The Simpsons writers 
are lounging in their rumpus 
room, around a coffee table lit- 
tered with empty cartons of Chi- 
nese take-out food and bags of 
cookies and chips. (What, no 
pork rinds?) 

But don’t be fooled—comedy 
is hard work. The show is writ- 
ten by twelve seriously funny 
people—Al Jean, Jay Kogen, Jeff 
Martin, George Meyer, Mike 
Reiss, David Stern, John 
Swartzwelder, Jon Vitti and Wal- 
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By Jeffrey Book 


lace Wolodarsky—with input 
from executive producers James 
L. Brooks, Sam Simon, and 
Simpsons creator Matt Groen- 
ing. The guys are veterans of 
shows ranging from Saturday 
Night Live and Late Night with 
David Letterman to Alf and The 
Tracey Ullman Show. Five of 
them did time on the Harvard 
Lampoon. 

The banter in the writers’ bur- 
row never stops. 

Wolodarsky: “It’s a really 
good staff, very solid.” 

Reiss: “All it takes is one guy 
with a bad attitude to drag down 
the bunch. We don't have that 
problem.” 

Jean: “Good thing they signed 


us up to lengthy contracts that 
can’t be broken.” 

Wolodarsky: “We have to 
wear these electronic probation 
bracelets.” 

Kogen: “We hate each other's 
guts but we can’t say anything 
about it now.” 

Good humor makes it easier 
to deal with the relentless sched- 
ule. Production for each season 
runs more than a year, so writers 
can find themselves working on 
episodes from two seasons at 
once. The time from conception 
of a story to broadcast is six 
months or more. (Writers of live- 
action series finish a script, on 
the other hand, see it filmed, and 
move on.) Animation production 
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PHOTOS BY TED SOQUI 


has more stages, requiring The 
Simpsons writers to be involved 
throughout a long process of 
fine-tuning. 

Most Simpsons shows origi- 
nate at the writers’ and produc- 
ers’ twice-a-year hotel confer- 
ences. “Everyone comes in with 
all the story ideas they have to 
pitch, and we see which ones are 
good enough to be shows,” 
explains Jean. 

‘In the course of eight hours, 
we'll get eight or ten stories that 
we'll use—about half a season’s 
worth,” adds Wolodarsky. This 
also lets Brooks, Groening, and 
Simon help shape the stories at 
the outset; later they can react to 
scripts in progress. 

Working alone or in pairs, the 
writers come back and flesh out 
the successful ideas. Often 
they'll have other story meetings 
with supervising producers Jean, 
Reiss, and other writers to cor- 
rect any problems. Once the 
story is strong enough, the writ- 
ers get the go-ahead to expand it 
into a detailed outline, perhaps 
20 or 25 pages long, including a 
lot of dialogue and 
scene description. 

“They bring the out- 
line in and we go over 
it, looking for things 
that don’t work, chang- 
ing things around,” says | 
Jean. “Then they go off | ¥ 
to write the script. The 
first draft is rewritten 
by the whole staff—that. 
usually takes two or 
three days. We try to 4 
add some really good 
jokes and make sure the 
story works as well as 
possible. So every script 
ends up with something 
in it from almost every- 
body in the room.” 
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On Thursday morning, the 
rewritten script is read by the 
cast, while the rest of the pro- 
duction staff looks on. “By the 
reaction of everyone there, you 
can kind of tell what material is 
working and what isn’t,” Jean 
says. “Then we rewrite that 
script over the next day and a 
half, and that becomes what's 
recorded on the following Mon- 
day—just the audio track. But it 
still can change a lot. We change 
lines on Monday while we’re 
recording, we change material 
when the animation comes back 
in a rough black-and-white ver- 
sion called the animatic, we even 
change it after it comes back in 
color form from Korea.” 

“Luckily, we can alter dia- 
logue so that it still fits the ani- 
mation,” Reiss says. “A lot of 


stuff can be done in video edit- 
ing to maintain the lip sync.” 

“So we're always adding new 
lines or cutting things that don’t 
work,” Jean says, “right up until 
a show airs. We’ve changed 
things on Tuesday in an episode 
that aired on Thursday. The 
whole process is continuous. 
We're always working on four 
episodes at once, in various 
stages of development.” 

“There are things in the 
scripts that surprise us both 
ways,” Martin says, “things you'd 
swear are gold and get no 
response, other things that you 
can't believe get a laugh.” 

“By the time a show gets on 
the air, we've all heard the same 
jokes dozens of times, so one of 
the things we have to do is 
remember what the reaction was 
the first time,” Groening says. 
“It’s one of the reasons I think 
the show holds up to repeated 
viewings, because the jokes that 
stay in are the jokes we didn't 
get tired of.” 

The writers 


also must 


respond to | 
the story- 
boards cre- 
ated by the 
animation 
directors, 
the music 
score, and 
the audio 
track for 
their epi- 
sodes. 

“The sto- 
ryboards 
provide a lot 
of visual 
jokes that 
feed back into 
the story,” 
says Kogen. 
“And the 
actors ad lib 
a lot of jokes 
as they’re 
reading 
through or | 
recording 
the show,” 
Reiss adds. 

On The : 
Simpsons, writers 
produce and producers write. 
The distinction is a fuzzy one. 
Jean explains: “Generally people 
who’ve been working on the 
show a little longer have a pro- 
ducer credit. This season every- 
body's a producer.” 

‘I'm not,” snaps Martin. 
“Phony-baloney producer cred- 
its. They mean little. It’s the 
story editor who matters.” (Mar- 
tin is executive story editor.) 

While most half-hour TV 
shows follow a two-act struc- 
ture, with a brief lead-in or clos- 
ing bit, The Simpsons is a three- 
act show. “We usually introduce 
a problem in the first act, elabo- 
rate on it in the second, and 
resolve it in the third,” Meyer 
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| have a little bit of 
a cliffhanger at the end 
of the acts, and we try to 
end the show with 
something clever—” 
“You're giving it all 
away!” Reiss interrupts. 
“Now everyone will 
be able to do it!” Wolo- 
r darsky says. 
But Meyer contin- 
ues: “For example, the 
cable TV story that. 
ends with Homer 
cutting the cable and 
the screen going to 
static.” 
“With three acts 
we can do two sto- 


Wallace 


Wolodarsky 
pipe and having to 


go on a diet. Then we didn’t see 
the water park again.” 
“We'll set up a story in the 


“We've first act that might be enough for 

an entire episode of another 

never once series,” Meyer says. “It will be 

“ resolved in the first act and we'll 

said, ‘We go on—it helps keep the show 
shouldn’t interesting.” 

“We cram so much into each 

put this in show,” says Martin. “Each script 

is half again as long as standard 

because sitcom scripts because we don’t 

kids won't have a laugh track, and the pace 


is extremely fast.” 

The show is dense with allu- 

ss sions to 
movies, 
music, 
art, and, 
of course, 
television. 
“We've 
never once 


9 


understand it. 


ries in one show, where 
the first-act story is 
almost unrelated to the 
main story, but intro- 
duces it,” says Jean. 

Martin adds, “The 
first act may be five | 


minutes of free jokes ® said, ‘We 
and one thing that sets shouldn’t 
the plot in motion— |: put this in 


because kids 
won't under- 


like the show that 
started with the Simp- 


sons going to a water stand  it,’” 
park in the first act, } notes Jean. 
which ended with (@ And we try 
Homer stuck in a not to get 
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preachy, even though characters from the latest season with one 
are usually punished if they do from the first.” 

something wrong. You always Wolodarsky adds, “It’s like 
want to be some sort 
funny, and you of existen- 
want to be true tial night- 
to your charac- mare where 


ters. If you have you just keep 
too many rules, repeating your 
it can stifle cre- tenth birthday.” 
ativity. Reflecting on 
“It's very other things that 


hard to produce 
animation. The 
quality of The 
Simpsons, every 
week, is a tribute 
to the animation 
directors and the 
storyboard 
artists.” 

The writers like the freedom 
that animation offers. Martin 
says, “Doing The Simpsons is a 
very special opportunity to go 
wild with the writing, to not be 
bound by the constraints of a 
three-camera show, where peo- 
ple say, ‘We can’t do this scene— 
do you know what it would cost 
to build this set?’ If we want the 
Simpsons to go to the opera for 
ten seconds, it’s no problem.” 

Jean cites another advantage: 
“In live-action shows, if you have 
a child actor and 
the show lasts ten 
years, the actor 
will turn into a 
hideous-looking F 
adult, and you 
have to keep 
adapting to that. 
Bart can always be jj 
ten years old and 
Lisa can always be 
eight. We’re striv- 
ing for a timeless- 
ness, so you could 
mix a 
show 


'|make writing for 
The Simpsons dif- 
ferent, Swartz- 
welder says, “It’s a 
writer's show—it’s 


“It’s a writer’s 
show—it’s radio 
with pictures. You 
could close your 
eyes and just 
listen and still 
be entertained.” 


radio with 
pictures. 
You could 


close your eyes 
and just listen 
j and still be 
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entertained.” 

“People seem to actually care 
more about the show than on 
other shows I’ve worked on,” 
Meyer says. “We try to make 
every episode great.” 

“It’s a joy to work on a show 
that you think is funny and that 
matches your sensibility,” Wolo- 
darsky adds. 

With more than fifty episodes 
in the can, the writers are far 
from running out of ideas. “The 
show has settled into a 
groove,” notes Meyer. 
“We've developed and 
fleshed out a body of 
/ more than forty charac- 
} ters that we can rely on 

for any situation.” And 
Springfield’s reality is 
elastic enough to 
include just about any- 
thing. The Simpsons 
know no bounds. (The 
writers have already sent 
Bart to France, 
outer space, and 
hell.) “We go 
through material 
a) like termites,” Martin says, 

“but our scope is very 
broad. You can bet we’ll keep 
coming up with good shows.” 
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IT coop News, EVERYONE! my 
MOTHER IS GOING TO STAY WITH 
US FOR A FEW DAYS WHILE HER 

HOUSE IS BEING FUMIGATED. 


BUT MARGE, IT’S THE WEEKEND. 
hy AND OUR WEEKENDS AREN” 
\ THAT GREAT TO BEGIN WITH. 


NOW HOMER, MOM’S 
BEEN A LITTLE DOWN 
IN THE DUMPS THESE 
PAST FEW...UH, YEARS. 

THIS WILL BE A GREAT 
OPPORTUNITY FOR US 


p HEY LISA, WHAT'S 
G7 THAT GURGLING 
SOUND? OH, IT MUST 
% 


WEVE ALL GOT )| 


TO PITCH IN AND 
MAKE GRANDMA 
BOUVIER FEEL 
WELCOME AND 


\ DOH! JUST 
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IF YOU KIDS THINK YOURE GOING 
TO SQUIRM OUT OF THIS YOUVE 
GOT ANOTHER THING COMING! 


\ bY 


KNOW THAT | NEVER 

WOULD HAVE AGREED 

TO STAY HERE IF THE 
SNOOZE-N-SAVE 
BUDGET MOTEL 
HADN’T BURNED & 


DO ANYTHING 
RIGHT? MAKE YOURSELF 
= COMFORTABLE. I'LL. 
GO AND FIND HOMER, 
HE JUST CAN’T WAIT, 


TO SEE YO! 


AN 
HA HA. IT’S SO 
GOOD TO HAVE 
YoU HERE, Mom! )j 


DON’T EXPECT ME J 
TO TALK TO YOU. | 
HAVE LARYNGITIS. 


THAT’S NICE! 
| MEAN...UH,, 
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_f BUT I'D AvolD 
“ESCAPE FROM 


AT THE RISK OF LOSING. LISA, YOU GOTTA HELP ME! 

MY VOICE, LET ME JUST MOM WANTS ME TO SPEND JUST GO WITH WHAT 
SAY ONE THING. | CURSE SOME QUALITY TIME WITH ] ( YOU KNOW. ASK HER TO 
THE DAY YOU FIRST SPOKE GRANDMA. WHAT DO | DO? f — 

B TO MY DAUGHTER. 

/ 


WHY YOU / DAF I WERE you. 
SHRIVELLED UP, i s 


= HI GRANDMA. AM | PARANOID OR DID | JUST ; Zz 2 SS 
WANT TO PLAY "SPACE GET BRUSHED OFF BY MY 77 o MAGGIE AND | WANT Jee 
MUTANTS" WITH ME? y OWN GRANDMOTHER? 7 
Q MUCH WE ADMIRE > 
{ KNOW YOU'RE USED TO DX you, GRANDMA. 


HAVING IT THE OTHER WAY 
THOSE GAMES WILL 7 4 AROUND, BUT DON’T FEEL 
ROT YOUR BRAIN. BAD. YOU TOOK YOUR BEST 
PARCHEESI, NOW 7 SHOT. NOW IT’S UP TO THE 

WOMEN--RIGHT MAGGIE? 


YOU RAISED THREE DAUGHTERS | WE LOVE YOU, AND WE }) 
WANT YOU TO KNOW 
SERINE UREULER sxties...) | | MAR MODE END 
9) ) fA uov tost crannra hf GRANDMA? g 
BOUVIER IN A FREAK 
ROLLER CoasTER 
OWLACCIDENT... 


RELIGIOUS 
HOLIDAYS. ] 


PM A TERRIBLE PM LEAVING. THE TYPICAL. THEY 
GRANDCHILD. | FUMIGATORS ARE ! ALWAYS WAIT 
OKAY, SO HAVING MOM2 COULDN'T EVEN GET FINISHED EARLY. | UNTIL PM LEAVING 
OVER WASN’T SUCH A HER TO SMILE. T YOU! COME eet ee, 
GREAT IDEA. AGAIN # 
UCAN'T SORRY | CAME, 
BELIEVE I'M 
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%* Thrilling Adventures 

% Real World Stories 

%* Kids in the News 

% Fun-to-do Puzzles, 
Games, & Mazes 

»%* Features on 
Science, Nature, 
Current Events, 
and More! 


Get a FREE 
Animals of the World 
Pull-Out Poster 
In Each Issue! 


= / 


Just fill in, cut out and send this coupon to: 
SH ;, P.O. Box 567, Indianapolis, IN 46206. 


CD YES! | want to receive 8 big, exciting issues 1 Please charge my credit card $14.95 for my 


Please send payment with order. Checks, money orders, or credit card only. Canadian and foreign subscription ad $7.00. US. currency only. 


| 

| | 
| | 
of U+S*Kids for just $14.95. subscription. © VISA O MasterCard } 
My name. Card #, 
| Address. Apt# Exp. date | 
| City. State___Zip. Signature. | 
Additional orders, please attach separate sheet. JIMG 
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HEY, KIDS! 
GRAB A PENCIL 


HERE IN 
SPRINGFIELD THE MANY 
BLESSINGS OF NUCLEAR POWER 
ARE AVAILABLE TO ALL, NO 
MATTER HOW LOWLY THEIR 
SOCIAL STATUS. BUT DO YOU 
KNOW WHO THE BIGGEST 
BENEFICIARY IS? CONNECT THE 
DOTS AND FIND OUT! 


2 5108, 
°. 
115 0 58 Ss 


SOf AS YOU CAN SEE, ZAGNOR, Ato YET | WILL Nor HAVE 
YouR COUP ATTEMPT 15 QUICKLY veOneUiEne t Wane 
PT yes, Lore You to take a messace 
UGNOR, J Back To Your 4 
y m. PATHETIC “REBEL 


Wren tiem BS 

THAT IF THEY DO 

Not REVEAL THE SEcker 

OF THER HIDDEN PLANET... 


7 CP Ta, = you ARE Suppose; ‘ 
ao ee some OY 


“FURTHERMORE J ss TO BE PLAYING FICEBALL 


h IS YouR TURN, 5 = 


One day Nelson Muntz 
SHOW AND TELL brought ae bee ne, 


(to the tune of "Jingle Bells") opened it to find 
Show and Tell! Show and Tell! the bees were still alive! (Ow, ow, Ow!) 
Objects on display. S ‘ 
2 oiled Martin Prince 

Oh, how dull it is to see i 

mi showed off his Monet. 
your Grandpa's old toupee-ee! When it slipped and ripped in two 
Show and Tell! Show and Tell! he cried and ran away! 
Ashtrays made of clay. Oh... 
ees tal fr ne se bank Show and Tell! Show and Tell! 

ndiaijat pet eaunameci hay: (etc., repeat ad nauseum) 


We Have No School Today 


(to the tune of “Ta-Ra-Ra-Boom-Der-E”) \ Ut is some holi day! 


25 st who Ca au 
We have fe sod” I don'y awake: gee res, anywey 


WALID UD 
{to the tune of "The Star-Spangled Banner") 
Oh, say, can you see, 
through the trees over there. 
what so proudly we pulled 
up the flagpole last Friday, 
from the locker-room grabbed, 
leaving someone’s butt bare, 
when we fed the flag rope 
through the brand name tag sideways? 


Up there blowing around, 

a stretch waistband its crown, 
you would think that by now, 
they'd have taken it down. 


Oh, say, does that underwear 

still flap in the breeze, 

o’er the classrooms, the schoolyard, 
the parking lot and the trees?! 


I’VE BEEN WORKING 
ON MY HOMEWORK 


(to the tune of “I've Been Working on the Railroad”) 


I’ve been working on my homework 
While I watch TV. 

I’ve been working on my homework 
While I skateboard down the street. 
Can’t you hear the teacher calling, 
“Your book report is due!” 

“Here it is,” I calmly answer, 
“All in one sentence, too.” 


“Here’s my book report, 

Here’s my book report, 

Here’ my book report for you-ou-ou. 
Here's my book report, 

Here’s my book report, 

All in one sentence, too.” 


THE BATTLE HYMN OF THE BLACKBOARD 


(to the tune of “The Battle Hymn of the Republic”) 
My hands were on the gradebook 

where the students’ marks are stored. 
The teacher burst upon the scene. 

“Put down that book!” she roared. 

Now I'm writing out these words 

one hundred times on the blackboard: 
"T will not steal gradebooks.” 


Man, this task is disconcertin’ 
Ow, my writing hand is hurtin’ 
There is one thing that is certain: 
I will not steal gradebooks. 


(to the tu 
teacher 
_ annoy, annoy YOUr 
ue yelling her first name: 
snily! Emily! Emily! Emily 


You'll drive her insane. 


BLACKBOARD JUMBLE 


Spending afternoons writing useless sentences at the blackboard isn't Bart's idea of fun. 
But he's come up with o way to amuse himself and befuddle his teacher. ..writing rebus-tyle. 
See if you can unrayel his detention inventions for yourself. 


| lilw ton Iwob limk hogturh ym oshe. 
I willi ont zophnitey teh cerhate. 

1 liwl rito keasp hi nuegots. 

I ilwl tho veig tedstnus taurshic. 


“s4nout0y sluepnis @a18 you jm | [Z.“senBuoy ur yoeds jou jm | (9. seyD0e| a4 ezoUdAy jou jm | (G “980U Aw YBNosyy HU 
‘ojq.0u jin (p°380 2s¥ © aq Jou Jim | (E “ypun| 0} ozzid Lepio jou yim | (Z_"S9004 ASyUOW OYOU {OU |] |(L :SYIANSNV 


by creator Matt G 

and Twentieth Century Fox Film Corporation. 

Ie the Simpsons) America's most aucieat family. In 4 new limited edi- 
tion collector plate officially authorized by creator Matt Groening and 

Twentieth Century Fox Film Corporation. 

Homer, Marge, Lisa, Maggie and the irrepressible Bart. We love 
them all! Because—more often than we'd like to admit—we all have a 
lietle Simpson inside of us! Now you can bring The Simpsons into your 
home with A Family for the 190s, fine porcelain collector plate portraying 
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\ PRANKS! THEYRE EDUCATIONAL AND iy 


TAPE A $5 BILL ON AN 
INVISIBLE THREAD AND 
WATCH AS PEOPLE TRY 
TO GRAB IT AS YOU 
PULL IT AWAY. 
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PROMISE YOU WON’T GO TO JAIL! 


SEE YOU IN 70 YEARS! 


PASS A NOTE YOU KNOW WILL 
BE INTERCEPTED BY THE 
TEACHER. THE NOTE SAYS “ISN'T 
LEARNING A WONDERFUL THING?” 
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) 


CALL YOUR WORST ENEMY AND 
TELL THEM YOUVE UNDERGONE 
: A SPIRITUAL TRANSFORMATION 
“\ AND YOU LOVE THEM. THEY WILL 
BE BAFFLED. 


Decorate a sleeping family member. (This 
requires some dexterity and nerves of steel, 
but it's possible.) Try using makeup, glitter, 
ribbons, and bits of wadded-up, wet paper. 
Avoid blocking any breathing passages & eyes! 
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“THESE ARE A FEW 


1. Family togetherness nights. 


2. My “better half”...“the ol! 
ball ’n’ chain. (Hee hee, 
just kiddin’, Maude!) 


3. Yellow ribbons on oak 
trees. 


4. My new 4-wheel drive 
sport-utility tractor-mower. 


5. Bob Hope specials. 


6. Pants with just a skosh 
more room in the seat and 
thighs. 


7. The impassioned rhetoric 
of Reverend Lovejoy. 


8. Halogen lighting. 
9. Stick-to-itiveness. 


10. My new AudioCratic 48- 
disc CD player with fully 
uncontrollable no-access 
random play. 


11. Yellow ribbons on flagpoles. 
12. Natural law. 


13. Waiters who introduce 
themselves. 


14. The Ice Capades. 


15. The heady mixture of 
politics and religion. 


16. Florence Henderson. 
17. Cordless power tools. 


18. Traditional American 
Family Values. 


19. Feelin’ groovy. 
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NED FLANDERS’ 
OP FORTY 


OF MY FAVORITE THINGS” 


37. My new WeedBeater 
cordless Weasel-Wacker. 


20. Those new, super-tasty 
low-sodium snack foods. 


38. Letting my inner-child 
out to play. 


39. Yellow ribbons on high- 
voltage utility poles. 


40. Spunk. 


21. Talking with “The Man 
Upstairs.” 


22. My new 64-inch 
drive-in screen TV. 


23. Yellow ribbons on car 
antennas. 


24. Theme restaurants. 
25. The power of positive 
thinking. 


26. That cozy way my jog- 
ging suit feels when it’s 
fresh out of the dryer. 


27. Quality time with Todd 
and Rod. 


28. My new HeartAttacker- 
2000 deluxe StepMeister 
exerciser. 


29. Dinner theatre. 


30. The simple satisfaction of 
a job well done. 


31. The jazzy song stylings of 
La Streisand. 


32. Made-for-TV movies. 
33. Maude’s meatloaf. 


34. Good ol’ American 
know-how. 


35. War movies with dance 
music soundtracks. 


36. Reader's Digest’s 
“Life in These 
United States.” 
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THE CRITICS ARE HOOKED! 


Check out what they’re saying about the incredible 
new ySUPEE NES version of Hook. 


..one of the hottest action games I have ever played. 
The music p aesoute Bemus and ue graphics are 


top-notch.” 


“Hook is eich 
made from start to finish. 


Its ect is excellent.” 


LICENSED FOR PL 


Fiying’s your greatest power, Here's your chance... 
but keep your eye on the fight meter you've got him where you want him 


Also available for NES and GameBoy. 


To get your free Hook cassette, mail in the Universal Product Code (UPC) from the package of any Hook 
video game and the Proof of Purchase tab from the Hook video movie (no photocopies, only original pack: 
‘aging will be accepted) along with your name and address and $1.50 for postage and handling to: 
HOOK Soundtrack Offer, P.O, Box 7696, Young America, MN 55573-7696, 

Limited to residents of the United States. While supplies las. 


SUPER NINTENDO. 


“Hook's multilayered, smoothly scrolling visuals 
inspire comparisons to Super NES legends, such as 
Actraiser and Super Castlevania IV. The music is so good, 
you'll want to crack open the cart and see if there’s a 
Compact Disc inside! Five-star game play. Hook succeeds 

in every way.” — RO 


Hook. The ultimate 
adventure for your 
Super NES. You’ll be 
Hooked too! 
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IMAGESOFT, 


Our Motto: 
Beauty Is Only Skin Deep 


4 Wi 
Veter IN THE NEWS.....3 199° 
Pleasing to the eye, a 


JUNK MAIL... 
All the hair that’ fit to La 


COLOSSAL RETORTS 14 
Dakety yak. heres how to talk back. 


CABIN FERVOR.....16 
Bart and Lisa play cat and mouse with Homers brain. 


GIANT SIMPSONS PULLOUT......20 
perp who anjhody bn Sing 
GIVE ME 30 MINUTES AND PLL MAKE YOU A MAN.....23 
Let the Drunken Sailor Tattoo Parlor give you instant attitude...forever. 
sel IN THE BART MINES....24 
A day in the making of The Simpsons. 
ARNOLD AND WILLIAM & PERCY....33 


on a true story! 


NAME THAT *TOON.....35 
Match the face with the name for glory and fame. 


RETURN TO SLANDER.W..38 
Neither rain, nor sleet, nor gloom of night keeps Bart from his appointed revenge. 
SIMPSONS ALBUMS YOU’LL NEVER SEE.....40 
Not available in any store. Don't bother to thank us. 
KENT BROCKMAN’S TOP 40.....42 
Compiled by anonymous college interns. 
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Through 7; 
qravel ‘eh Time With Willy Wonka. 
pearls oh Advonture 
12 erences f EUR pasa hae "9 sowe! 
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Twelve chances to win Family Vacations to: 


The Walt Pores World Resorts°® 
Busch Gardens® 
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ADVENTURES IN TIME™ For information on ranch 
POSTER OFFER call 1-602-296-6275 


Ask your parents before calling 
Send for this colorful 18’x24" 
Adventures In Time Poster- “ 
only $2.00 with 2 proofs of purchase 
from any Willy Wonka candy. 
Mail to: Willy Wonka poster offer 
Dept. MAG 
P.O. Box 5935 
Libertyville, IL, 60198 
COYES! Please send me 


Look for Adventures in Time™ Sweepstakes on 


dinar from any specially marked packages of these candies, 


on 
lly Wonka candy. Allow 2-3 weeks for delivery. 


THE 


OUR MOTTO: 


Above: Emmy winner Dan Castellaneta (the voice of Homer) does 
on eerily accurate impression of fellow voice-over Emmy winner 
Jackie Mason (Rabbi Krustofsky), who couldn’t make it to the 
‘awards ceremony. The other winners (left o right), Julie Kavner 
(Marge), Nancy Cartwright (Bart), Marcia Wallace (Ms. Krabap- 
pel), and Yeardley Smith (Lisa) look on in cmazement 


Three guest stars who 
‘appear as themselves in 
upcoming episodes of 
The Simpsons: 

Left: Guest voice Brooke 
Shields flanked by Dan 
Castellaneta (left) and 
Matt Groening (right). 
Below left: Matt with 
mutimedia psychologist 
Dr. Joyce Brothers. 
Below: Johnny Carson in 
the recording studio, 


PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT? _ ing on The Simpsons. “We are 
You can't say that George going to keep on trying to 
Bush didn't do his homework __ strengthen the American fam- 


during the last election. He 
prepped long and hard for the 


ily, to make American families 
a lot more like the Waltons, 


"TRUTH 1S WEIRDER THAN FICTION" 


responded by 
saying, “Hey, 
we're just like 
the Waltons - - 
we're praying 
for an end to the 
depression, 
too.” The ex- 
change was 
heard round 
the world, 
being picked 
up by CBS, 
NBC, CNN, 
Time maga- 
zine, and numerous major 
newspapers. 

The puzzling thing about 
the Bush statement was that 
it was virtually identical to an 
attack he made earlier in the 
year, to which Bart replied 
with the same answer. It’s cer- 
tainly possible Mr. Bush 
couldn’t think of a comeback, 
but we decided to ask Bart 
why he thought the President 
kept repeating himself. “Prin- 
cipal Skinner does it, too,” 
explained Bart. “If he says 
something weird over and over 
again, he thinks kids will 
believe him.” No way, dude. 


DEMOCRACY’S 
DARKEST DAY 
REVEALED AT LAS 
With the incendiary 
thetoric of the '92 political year 
all but cooled, and the cam- 
paign promises being broken 
like matchsticks, it is with sin- 
cere regret that we relate to 
you a horrible tale of govern- 
ment gone astray. Two years 
ago Bart Simpson was rail- 
roaded out of office for a seat 
on the East Multnomah Soil 
and Water Conservation Dis- 
trict in the state of Oregon on 
a mere technicality, contra- 
vening the electoral will of the 
voters in that district. 
‘An article by Charles 
Thompson and Allen Lazo in 
The Oregonian exposed the 


Today on Oprah: Men who 
daydream about little yellow 
people and the women who 
interview them. 


position in the 1990 election, 
which left the seat up for grabs 
to the candidate with the most. 
write-in votes. It was a partic- 
ularly tight race with two other 
Simpson family members tal- 
lying votes (Homer-2, Marge- 
1). The toughest competition, 
however, emerged in the form 
of that grizzled campaign vet- 
eran, Mickey Mouse, who put 
the twist on strong right up to 
the polling stations and, calling 
inall his political favors, man- 


. aged to pull down 21 votes. It 


wasn't enough, though, as Bart 
Simpson's triumphant total of 
22 carried the day. 

Yet victory, and perhaps 
democracy, were to be short- 
lived as Bart was not allowed 
to assume his duly elected 
post. Apparently, Bart didn’t 
meet the “qualifications” for 
the position (owning or man- 
aging at least 10 acres of land 
and living or working in the 
zone). We at Simpson's Illus- 
trated are outraged at this mis- 
carriage of justice in the arena 
of our fundamental rights. We 
say let the people decide who's 
qualified. We urge you to join 
us. Shout it from the rooftops. 
“LET THE PEOPLE DECIDE 


Ken Teomora 


debates, beginning right atthe and a lot less like the Simp- _ bitt ruth to the light of day. WHO'S QUALIFIED!” Thank 
Republican Convention bytak- sons,” said George. Bart No candidate had filed for this you so very much. 
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‘The reason for this explosion of edible Simpsonia goes well beyond our everyday pur- 
‘suit of licensing lucre and straight to a problem that confronts each and every one of 


problem is Diet. As physician to the Simpsons, Dr. Julius Hibbert has made a startling 
discovery that could change your life...by 
changing the way you eat. 


gether and eat just desserts.” 


The following foods when eaten in the proper dietary combinations will achieve astonishing effects 
in only a few short weeks. Here is your daily menu on the Simpson's System , or, as it is known in 


ANOTHER DAY, 

ANOTHER DONUT! 
‘The images of the Simpsons have appeared in various forms over the last 
few years: from T-shirts to video games, from chess sets to books. Not 
only can you wear, play, and read the Simpsons, but now 
you can eat them as well. Foreign markets, ranging from 
Malaysia to the UK, have over 25 different varieties of 
Simpson comestibles and beverages. 


France, the Systeme de Simpson: Your Just Desserts Diet. 


On Rising 
#1 120z, can Allens 
“Bart Simpson” Fruit, 
Juice (Canada). 

© 1 handful Bart 
Bites, Simpsons- 
shaped toffee- 
flavored short-cake 
(United Kingdom). 


Morning Dessert 
2 portions Simpsons Chocolate 
Sponge Rolls (United Kingdom). 
#1 serving Scholler Lebensmit- 
tel’s Simpson Ice Cream on a 
Stick (Germany). 
* 1 12.02. can Rap Cola 

‘ (Malaysia). 


2) Late Moming Snack 


2 cups Bart Simpsons’ 


Scrunchies, cheese-fla- 
vored corn snacks 
(Australia). 

© 1 tetra pak Simpsons 
Cool Orange Juice 
(United Kingdom). 


Mid-dé 3e1 
* 1 slice Bart Simpson Cake 


By rigorously following the Simpsons System 
for just: six short weeks you will finally receive 
your just desserts-the svelte contours and rip- 
pled flesh of our own Homer Simpson. 


(United Kingdom). 

#1 serving Avidesa’s Simpson Ice 
Cream Push-up (Spain). 

*2 Simpsons Ginger Cookies 
(Australia). 

* 1 8 Oz, glass Banaaninmakuinen 
Juoma (Indonesia). 


Early Aftemoon Snack 
*3 cups Simpsons Toffee- 
Flavored Popcorn (United 
Kingdom). 

* 1 Homer Simpsons’ 
Candy-Filled Containers 
(Ireland). 

* 1 tetra pak Simpsons 
Golden Gumball Juice 
(United Kingdom). 


Late noon Snack 

© 1/2 cups Tiki Lemon- 
ade Powder with stickers 
(Germany). Water optional. 

© | bag Tasty Foods Simpsons 
Corn Chips (Greece). 

#1 11 0z. glass Sucol Simpsons 
soft drink (Portugal). 


ening Dessert 
* 1 serving Bart's Dairy Dessert 


Countless people have tried countless weight-loss reme- 
dies, each promising a new breakthrough to 
success, with no avail. One says to divide your 
meals into thirds, eating nine meals a day; anoth- 
er says to eat only during daylight hours; a third 
says your meals should consist only of grape- 
fruit and edible fronds. All these methods are 
off the mark, The answer is so simple it’s rev- 
olutionary, as Dr. Hibbert points out, “We gain weight by eating too much at mealtimes, 
with snacking and desserts. We can try to alter our meals...OR...we can cut them out alto- 


Pudding (Unit- 
ed Kingdom). 
1 bar Koti- >> 


saari Ingman 
Ice Cream Bar, OH » 
Bart-shaped K 
(Sweden). & () 7 
I; vere 
Cookies a Sgtary 
(israel). 
#1 16 Oz. glass Vadelma- 
makuinen Juoma (Indonesia). 


PASO. 


4 Simpsons 
Chocolate Chip 


After-dessert Dessert 

*2 handfuls Die Simpsons 
Fruchtgummi (Austria). 

© 1 cup Simpsons Chocolate 
Milk Mix (Israel). Milk optional. 


Late-night Snack 

2 Triunfo’s Simpson Wafers 
(Portugal). 

1 Bart Bar, ice cream ona 
stick (Canada). 

* 1 12 Oz, glass Bart Simpson 
Clear Cola (Australia). 


Midnight Snack 
#1 portion all of the above, 


EXTRA-CURRICULAR 
ACTIVITIES 

Three Simpsons color 
design supervisors, former 
and present, banded 
together recently for a 
group exhibition of their 
paintings at La Luz de Jesus 
Gallery on Melrose Avenue 
in Hollywood. We thought 
the opportunity to see what 
these guys did with their leg- 
irons off, released from their 
Simpsons drafting tables, 
was one we could not pass 
up. And we are pleased to 
share the fruits of their labor 
with our readers. 

Paul Fetler, Sam Harrison, 
and Carol Wyatt are all in their 
mid-twenties and graduates of 
Otis Parsons, an art school in 
Los Angeles. When asked about 
influences in their work, their 
former teacher at Otis, 
Georgeanne Deen, was cited as 
being of primary importance. 
Other influences mentioned 
were Everett Peck, Manuel 
Ocampo, Robbie Conal, Jim 
Heiman, Bari Kumar, Dadaism, 


CONGRATULATIONS TO 
PAUL BEAVER OF 
OAKLEY, KANSAS, 
WINNER OF OUR 
SUMMER ISSUE’S BART 
GUITAR SWEEPSTAKES! 
TURN IT UP, DUDE! 
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From left to right: “Mary” 
by Sam Harrison, 
“Admiring The Catch” 

by Paul Fetler, and 

“Don’t Forget To Be Stupid 
Honey” by Carol Wyatt 


German expressionism, and 
popular culture generally. 
Recommended books include: 
The Making of King Kong 
(Paul), Dr. Seuss's Fox and 
Socks (Carol), and Painting 
in Renaissance Vienna 
(Sam). 

Though influenced by sim- 
ilar source materials, the 
artists have each refracted 
this common input through 
the prism of their souls, twist- 
ed it through their demented 
minds, and reconfigured it 
into the crystalline essence 

of...wait a minute...they like a 
lot of the same things, but paint 
differently. Paul's work is filled 
with nightmarish 


versions of childhood memo- 
ries; inanimate objects often 
come alive and his use of fluo- 
rescent colors evokes a horribly 
surreal carnival atmosphere. 
Carol's painting tends to be 
more satirical and political; she 
has a candy-coated “sickly- 
cute” style that takes an idea 
and, almost like a balloon, 
blows it bigger and bigger, until 
it’s so full of itself and so brittle 
that it might explode. Sam’s 
work is the darkest of the three; 
using religious imagery as a 
vehicle to expose social 


inequities, especially sexism 
and prejudice, her painting has 
arich, brooding, almost self- 
lacerating quality. 

But how do they create 
these works of art? All three 
mentioned some caffeinated 
beverage as their choice of 
work-drink. Unable to obtain 
Malaysian Rap Cola, Paul 
favors Coca Cola, while Sam 
and Carol opt for coffee. They 
all talk to themselves while 
working, and Sam won't talk to 
anyone else for days, working 
in the middle of the night to 
avoid distractions. For one of 
Sam's projects, a set of Mass 
Murderer trading cards, she lis- 
tened to the Beatles’ White 
Album over and over until she 
was finished. Carol likes to lis- 
ten to KPFK, a listener-sup- 
ported non-commercial 
left-oriented station, “so you 
get real angry while painting 
these stupid people” who are 

screwing up the world. 
“It's easier to do a 
painting about some- 
thing you don’t like,” 
commented Paul, 
who went on to note 
that sometimes he 
“scares himself” 
when painting, “The 
image possesses 
you as much as you 
are creating it.” 

As with any large 
group enterprise, 
there are lots of 
constraints on The 
Simpsons, which 

is why the 

opportu- 
nity to get 
away and 
paint 
just for 
them- 
selves is so satisfying. 
‘They are solely respon- 
sible for the images 
they create, which 
allows them to work 
things out for them- 
selves; personal 
issues and individu- 
al responses to 
social events. How- 
ever, they agree it’s 
been good working 
for The Simpsons. 
“t's more political 
(than most shows). 
You're allowed to 
have an edge,” said 


Carol. “Yes,” agreed Paul, “It 
has more teeth.” Most of them 
upper incisors. 


HANDS ACROSS THE 
ZUIDER ZEE 

‘The 1992 Simpsons Annual 
special 3-D issue was “fan- 
tastische”, according to a 
review by Jan Broeders in issue 
#61 of Optische Fenomenen, 
the Dutch newsletter for Per- 
ception and Holography. He 
went on to say, “Door de 
bijgeleverde speciale Simp-O- 
Vision 3-D bril ontstaan spec- 
taculaire effecten.” And we 
couldn't agree more. 


BUCKING THE SYSTEM 

‘A report by Paul Wiseman 

of USA Today reveals that peo- 
ple would like to see more 
modern faces on US. Currency. 
25% of the people polled by The 
Plus automated-teller-machine 
network then went on to indi- 
cate who they would prefer see- 
ing on the new bills. Among the 
candidates was our own Bart 
Simpson. While the Bureau of 
Engraving and Printing plans 
no changes, they have indicat- 
ed they can't, by law, put liv- 
ing people on currency. Though 
unsure as to how this ruling 
would affect his selection, Bart 
responded, “I don’t think it 
would be fair to those older 
guys to take their jobs, but if 
they were to print up anew mil- 
lion dollar bill, I'd think about it. 
Especially if they gave me a 
wallet-sized copy, just for fram- 
ing, of course.” 


SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED 5. 


BARMAN S 


= 
¥ Se. vo 


Help Mega turn 
Proto Man into spare parts. 


Proto Man's got Dr. Light. But Mega Man is back—ready 

to put some heavy pedal to the metal to defeat Stone Man, 
Gyro Man, Star Man, Wave Man, Charge HEN and other 
robotic goons. Use his Mega gems 
BusterandSuperArrow fj 
to make itto the castleand 
put Proto Man on the scrap 
heap forever. 


©1982 CAPCOM USA, INC. Nintendo and the official seals are trademarks of N 


: 


What's your favorite 
thing in this issue? Is 
there something in it that 
you really hate? Is there 
anything that’s not in it 
that you think should be? 
Write to us and let us 
know—we love hearing 
from you. Send your mail 
and pictures to: Junk 
Mail, Welsh Publishing 
Group, 300 Madison Ave., 
New York, NY 10017. 
Please write on them, 
“For consideration for 
publication in Simpsons 
Illustrated. | agree if you 
publish my submission it 
becomes your property,” 
and sign ’em. Thanks! 


Dear Editor, 

I am the biggest fan of 
Bart Simpson. The things he 
does are a rerun of my 
younger days, and I can relate 
to him. 


My friends think that Iam 
obsessed with Bart. They 
probably think that because I 
am heavy into Bart Art. (They 
gave me the nickname “Bart- 
man.”) I draw Bart on my fold- 
ers, picture frames, walls, 
etc....I really love to draw Bart 
doing everything. 

There is one thing that I 
would like to see Bart doing 
and that is riding a motorcycle. 


6/0 SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED, WELSH PUBLISHING GRO! 


T’ve enclosed a picture of my 
own creation, “Biker Bart.” 
What do you think? 
, 
Later dude, 
Barry “The Bartman” Martin 
Pendleton, OR 
P.S. I subscribe to Simpsons 
Mustrated. 1 love the maga- 
zine; keep up the good work. 


Dear Simpsons Illustrated 
Minds, 

Iam a big Simpsons fan. I 
am also an aspiring folk musi- 
cian. In the “Front Page” sec- 
tion of the Fall '91 issue (pg.3), 


Patience, Scott. The Simpsons 
are in the studio right now 
putting the finishing touches 
on their new album. And 
funny you should mention Sgt. 
Pepper! There’s more aloum 
fun elsewhere in this issue. 


Dear S.L, 

J just wrote to say I love 
your magazine. It’s great. Also, 
the TV show of The Simpsons 
is fantastic! In your summer 
issue Matt Zimmer talked 
about bad words. I don’t think 
it would be as funny with 
“Blast it” or “Curse you” in 


cit ONE m 
FREE | Bb 
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Lewis Waha, Merced, CA 


it said that a follow-up to The 
‘Simpsons Sing the Blues was 
in the works. Is it. still? When 
can I expect it? I think that 
The Simpsons Sing the Blues 
is a better album than even 
‘Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts 
Club Band or even God Bless 
Tiny Tim. I'm desperate! 


—Scott P. Livingston 
‘Arvada, CO 


Barry Martin, Pendleton, OR 
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those words’ place. I guess 
that's it. 


—Ben Bridges 
Waghachie, TX 


That's definitely not it, Ben. 
Consider this... 


Dear Mr. Zimmer, 


Being my wife's #1 fan (as - 


well as a Disney voice myself) 
I feel I must take issue with 
the heart of your misguided 
epistle. Russi [Taylor, the voice 
of Martin Prince] is indeed a 
truly fine actress. She has 
worked in theater, radio, tele- 
vision, and theatrical films 
and, I must say that I, for one, 
stand in awe of her many tal- 
ents. She has played a multi- 
tude of different characters in 
the course of her career. Some 
of these characters are old, 
some are young, some are 
boys, some are girls, and some 
are even “talking animals.” It is 
this abundance of various “fan- 
tasy personalities” heard in 
Russi’s work and her pre- 
sumed loyalties to each char- 
acter’s “scripted persona” that 
may have confused you. I 


P, 300 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK, NY 10017 


L 


JIMI "HENDRIX" SIMPSON: 
Paul Duncan, Longview, TX 


would first remind you that we 
are human beings, NOT THE 
ANIMATED CHARACTERS 
WE PORTRAY!! Because I 
voice Mickey Mouse, it doesn’t 
follow that I live in Duckburg 
and eat nothing but cheese. 
You see, Mr. Zimmer, we are 
professional actors. And one 
of the first things you learn in 
acting class is that all actors 
and actresses have basically 
two duties: 1) to serve the 
script and 2) to serve the direc- 
tor. We are not hired to tell 
the other talented people 
involved in producing a par- 
ticular show how to do their 

jobs, or to take a 


Susan Suarez 
Green Village, NJ 


stand based on an attitude of 
another character we portray, 
for hire, for a different com- 
pany. Our rights as actors do 
not, I repeat, DO NOT include 
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Lisa goes to 
Washing- 
ton,” there’s 
a map of 
the U.S.A, 
and it 
shows that. 
their state 
is the 
northwest 
corner 
state and 
that 
would be 


it was 
not in the 


MARKY BART AND THE 
FUNKY BUNCH 
Cory Clay, Excelsior, MN 


telling the different production 
companies we are working for 
how to write their shows. Nor 
are we hired to check scripts 
for offensive material...the 
networks have Standards and 
Practices Departments for 
that. 

In short, being the voice 
of Martin Prince doesn’t give 
Russi the right to tell the Walt. 
Disney Company how to run 
its business any more than it 
would give Minnie Mouse the 
right to tell the folks at Gra- 
cie Films how to write their 
scripts. While it is true, Mr. 
Zimmer, that we love some of 
the characters we play more 
than others. ..we give all of the 
characters we play 1000%. 


—Wayne Allwine 
Los Angeles, C A 


Dear Editor, 

For quite some time now I 
have been trying to figure out 
what state Springfield is in. 
According to several episodes 
it is not in Texas, Michigan, 
Florida, Utah, Georgia, New 
York, or anywhere outside of 
Washington, D.C. 

In the episode entitled “Mr. 


OOK GREAT 


Kimberly Ann Cox 
Upland, CA 


8 SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED 


Mickey Doyle 
Swartz Creek, MI 


shape of Utah. 

Also in the flashback episode 
of Bart's birth, Homer and 
Marge get married in a chapel 
in a casino and Homer claims 
it was located right over the 
border of their state and the 
only two states that you can 


Peggy Bagby, 
Birmingham, AL 


gamble in (or at least in 1980 
when this episode takes place) 
are Nevada and New Jersey, 
and it is probably not outside 
of New Jersey because of the 
mountains shown in a lot of 
episodes, so it is probably 
Nevada. 

Utah is possible because 
it is outside of Nevada, yet in 


Utah, yet” 


Jeff Thornton 
Swartz Creek, MI 


the stolen cable TV episode 
according to one station it did 
not air in Florida or Utah so 
Springfield cannot be in Utah 
even though it is the most like- 
ly state it can be in. So what 
state is Springfield in? 


—Timothy Reardon 
Milford, CT 


Springfield is usually in a 
state of confusion, Tim, but 
sometimes it’s just a state of 
mind. 


Dear Editor, 

Thank you for inventing 
Simpsons Illustrated. It is the 
only magazine I read. I have 
every single issue except the 
first one. My favorite comic 
strip is “Moe the Bartender” in 
“Dial ‘M’ for Moe.” It made me 
laugh the most. I have a ques- 


tion. About how much time 

does it take to make one issue? 
Simpsonly yours, 

Sara Stark 

Yuba City, CA 


Oddly enough, it takes exact- 
ly the amount of time that 
passes between one issue's 
printing deadline and the 
next! (That's two or three 
months, if you really want to 
know.) 


Sadao Sasaki 
Portland, OR 


COVER 
US! 


We know you’ve 
always dreamed of 
being a big-time 
publishing mogul, 
so here’s your 
chance to design 
your own version of 
the cover of a 
world-famous 
magazine! Just let 
your creative juices 
flow over the blank 
cover of Simpsons 
Illustrated on the 
next page (or a 
copy of it); 

then send your 
masterpiece to: 


COVER US 

Welsh Publishing 
300 Madison Ave., 
NY, NY 10017 


Be sure to fill in 
your name, 
address, and 
signature at the 
bottom. If you 
don’t, we can’t 
print your work. 
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Name: 


Matt Groening, 

lam writing to say I'm 
concerned about the verbal 
attacks that may come out 
about my favorite show and 
that I will not vote Republican 
this year. My family is made 
up of all Democrats (though 


Perot will likely get our, 


votes). Dan Quayle is 
attacking TV as you 
already know. I'm just 

so sure he's going to 
dis Bart and his 


him back, in 
case youtakea X 
stand to defend 
your brain chil- 
dren. 

Cool stuff 
Bart has done: 

1. Gave his 
$12 to homeless 
guys on the Thanksgiving 
show. 

2. Adopted an aban- 
doned race dog. No telling 
what would have happened 
to Santa's Little Helper had 


Chelsea Block, Austin, TX 


Bart not been there! 

3. Saved France from 
being poisoned by anti-freeze- 
laden wine. 


Kelly Kies 
Phoenix, AZ 
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Luke Strawhorn, 
Tuscaloosa, AL 


4. Put his faith in God 
when he desperately needed 
to pass history. Then he said 
“part of this grade goes to 
God.” 

5. Helped to reunite Krusty 
the Clown with his estranged 
Rabbi father. 

6. Kept Krusty from going 
to jail for a crime he did 


s) not commit. 


7. Sideshow Bob 
}), (the one who framed 
Krusty) married Bart's 
Aunt Selma. Bart knew 
Selma was in danger, and 
she was. Bart was right and 
saved her from being 
‘Sy, killed. 
8. Bart also admires 
Otto, his school-bus driver. 
Otto was out of work and 
living in a dumpster. 
“Otto man, you're 
going to live in my 
garage,” Bart told him. 
9. How many sib- 
lings do you see taking the 
blame and punishment for 
something the other one did? 
When Lisa took all the teach- 
ers’ editions, Bart said “I did 
it.” 
10. In spite 
of sibling 
rivalry, I've 
seen Bart 
stand up 
\ for Lisa in 
different 
episodes. 
Tm sure 
that you 
dudes 
already 
have 
some- 
! thing 
planned out. I'm sick of 
Quayle (as my friends are) 
putting emphasis on TV. What 
about the real issues: the econ- 
omy, homelessness, the deficit, 
crime? (And Quayle, it’s P-O-T- 
A-T-O.) That’s what I tell peo- 
ple, that our own country has 


Jan E. Hooker 
San Rafael, CA 


Clint Glasscock 
Vinemont, AL 


Dara Moss, Portland, OR 


economic problems to deal 

with—not stuff on TV! 
Hopefully, Quayle will 

leave Bart alone. If he doesn't, 


open fire with letters like this! 

Peace, 
Miss Jane Ann Evan 
Henrietta, TX 


Christian school in Browns- 
burg, Indiana. 

‘Well, enough chit chat (as 
Bart might say). Let's get down 
to business!! I am absolutely 
crazy about the Simpsons! I 
really love them! I never stop 
thinking about when they'll 
come on TY, so I can watch 

them! (I wish they came 


+ on more than once a 
Supe E Bart week!!!) Well, I don’t 


Thanks, Jane. Due to the 
bizarre scientific phe- 
nomenon known as the Mag- 
azine Inverse Time Warp, it's 
early September as we go to 
press; but as you read this, 
you know how the election 
turned out — and whether 
your suggestions had any 
effect. 


Dear Simpsons Illustrated, 
My name is Dana Richman 
and Iam 17 years old. I go toa 


\) 


1} Chie® $s oyeon 


David Singer 
Louisville, KY 


want to tell you this, but I 
have to! When The Simp- 


T FIGHT FOR KOS) 
(COMICS, AND FREE 
POP MACHINES. 


John Foley, St. Paul, MN 


sons first started to come on 
Sunday at 8:30, I really didn’t 
understand what the show was 
about, and I really didn’t pay 
attention until the second sea- 
son! (Sue me!!) My favorite 
characters are Homer and 
Marge. I really love them! I 
especially love it when they 
love each other. (Sometimes I 
have doubts—do they really 
love each other?) Well anyway, 
I like it when they love each 
other. By the way, ever since I 


LT. SIMPSON. 


GSEEN Jerry Basham 
US Navy, 
Great Lakes, IL 
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started watching 
The Simpsons every 
week, I knew I 


toons. I am 
eleven years of 
age and live in 


missed practically 
all the first season, 
and I was really 
sorry! So I started 
asking my friends if 
Homer and Marge 
ever called each 
other affectionate 
names. And my 
friends told me they 
heard Homer call 
Marge “Pumpkin” 
before, and Marge 
called Homer her 
“Teddy bear” before, 
and I love that! 

I have all the 
Simpsons Illustrat- 
ed issues thus far, 
and I love them! I'm 
very glad we have 
them! 

Talso had this 
dream once that Mr. 
Groening came to 
my house to visit 
me, and so did Dan 
and Julie (Homer 
and Marge). I also 
have got an idea for 


Moshers Cor- 
ner, Nova Sco- 
tia, Canada. It’s 
a farming com- 
munity. 

I have a 
few questions 
and compli- 
ments: 

1. Usually 
in the show, 
Bart wears a 
red shirt, yet on 
the merchan- 
dise items he 
usually has a 
blue shirt. Why 
the difference? 

2. Why are 
the Simpsons 
yellow? 

3. Did you 
name Barney 
after the Flint- 
stones charac- 
ter? 

4, If Bart 
has spiked hair, 
why is his head 
so high? 


a new _ show: 
Wouldn't it be cool 
if Homer sang a silly 
song about his boss and every 
single person at the power 
plant was singing along? 


Jennifer Merklinger 
Napean, ONT., Canada 


Montgomery Burns, 
Montgomery Burns, 
If he stares at you, 
then you might as well turn! 
He's always got a look 
that’s kinda stern, 
Montgomery, 
Montgomery Burns (yessir!). 
‘The hook in his nose, 
The wrinkles in his skin, 
He keeps us in such torment 
that it seems like asin. 
To see him is to make 
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Darren Stone, Orlando, FL 


your tummy burn, 
Watch out for Montgomery 
Burns! 


At first, you think Mont- 
gomery is a devil man. 
And after that 
You've come to see, 
You've seen his kind 
of eyes watching you 
On every surveillance TV! 


—David Bent 
Middletown, 
NOVA SCOTIA, Canada 


1. Bart's red shirt was in 
the wash the day most of the 
merchandise photos were 
taken. 

2. Matt figured that people 
would try to adjust their TV 
sets to correct the Simpsons’ 
skin color, thereby screwing 


show. 
3. No. His par- 
ents named him 
that because he 
was born in a 
barn. A 7 
4.Bart 
inherited his 
unfortunate 
cranial con- 
tour from 
Homer. 


Dear Simpsons 
Illustrated, 


Thave 2 Woniya Arguero 


question santa Fe, NM 
that I've 


been pondering ever since I 
found out who 

does the 
voice of 
Bart, and I 
thought 
you might 
be able to 
answer it. 
When 
Nancy 
Cartwright 
isn’t speak- 
ing for. 
Bart, does 
she talk like 
him? Or 
does she 
have a dif- 
ferent voice? Please tell me. 


Nick Rutulante 
New Paltz, NY 


—Megan A. Riordan, 
Las Vegas, NV 


Nancy doesn’t talk like Bart 
‘when she’s not working, but 
when he’s off-camera, Bart 
does sound an awful lot like 


up the color on every other Nancy. 
This inhumane beast, 
But I don’t mean moose, a 
He ought be tied up \ i < rN " 
‘And never turned loose. wo 'E_ tT MPSoN 
This world is such a 2] 


wholesome place, but 
darn 

‘There's Montgomery, 

Montgomery Burns 
(Oooh baby, baby!) 

‘Montgomery, Mont- 
gomery Bums! 


I love you, Mr. 
Groening. Thanks for 
creating Homer and 
Marge! 


—Dana Richman | 
Zionsville, IN 


Dear Simpsons 
Illustrated, 

My name is David 
Bent. I like to watch 


The Simpsons and lots of car- 


Ross McGrew, Fort Smith, AK 
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HOMER'S HAIR REDUX! 


Gala, Sas 


Vanessa Ulmer, M. Ricci, Joe Monserrate, Tiffany Kaproth, Dustin Starr, Gala Smith, 
Sherwood Park, AB Weymouth, MA Ridgeway, CO Foley, MN Deer Park, WA Heidelberg, Germany 


i" 


Jack Corbo, Joe Parelka, Evelyn Tansowny, Scott Prentice, 
Cleveland, OH Factoryville, PA Josh Anderson, Albuquerque,NM Barrhead, AB., Canada __Victoria B.C., Canada 


G 
i 
Bt 
Kasey Kidd, Stephen Sharp, Shane Cullum, Bob Braasch, 
Clinton, OK U.S. Army, Germany Las Vegas, NV Burlington, WI 


Tom Jin, Steven Hendsbee, Anthony J. Polermo, Jessica Rhodes, Desiree Medeiros, 
Boston, MA Ham, ONT., Canada E. Derry, NH Ottawa, ONT., Canada Fall River, MA 
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The Very First Limited Rdition Simpsons Collector Plate. 


mre often than we'd like to admit—we all have a little 

of us! Now you can bring the Simpsons into your home 

ily for the '90s, a fine porcelain collector plate portraying a 
moment, inspired by an authentic animation cel. Each 


| Limited Edition collector plate 
closed forever after just 45 firing days. Available exclusively from 


‘return any Franklin Mint purchase, you may do so within 30 days of 
that purchase for replacement, credit or refund, 
'& © 1999 Twentieth Cennury Fox Film Corporation All Rights Reserved. 


Individually numbered by 
‘band with 24 karat gold. 


A Limited Edition Collector Plate. 
Hand-Numbered and Bordered in 24 Karat Gold. 
ih Please mail by March 31, 1993. 

The Franklin Mint 


Franklin Center, PA 19091-0001 

Please enter my order for A Family for the ’90’s, officially author- 
ized by Matt Groening and Twentieth Century Fox. I need SEND 
NO MONEY NOW. | will be billed $29.50* when my plate is 
shipped. Limit: one plate per collector. "Plus my state sales tax and 
$2.95 for shipping and handling. 
SIGNATURE TALL ORDERS RE SBIECT TO AOCEPTNCE 


MR/MRS/MISS 


PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 


ADDRESS 


ChnySTATE zp ee ee eee 


‘TELEPHONE # (, 
15052-6TKY-37 


THE SIMPSONS™ & © 1993 Twentieth Century Fox Film Corporation. 
All Rights Reserved. 


TIRED OF FOLLOWING MOM AND DAD'S 
“SUGGESTIONS”? WANT TO BE YOUR OWN 
BOSS? DOES THE THOUGHT OF ANOTHER 
HEART-TO-HEART WITH THE FOLKS SET 
YOUR TEETH ON EDGE? JUST LEARN 
THESE SIMPLE PHRASES AND YOU CAN 
TELL YOUR PARENTS EXACTLY WHAT'S ON 
YOUR MIND WITHOUT THEM CATCHING ON! 


OH BOY! COME 
WATCH PRO-BOWLING 
SEMI-FINALS ON TV! 


You say: I suddenly have a 


WHEN | WAS YOUR AGE, BLAH, BLAH, 
BLAH, BLAH, BLAH, BLAH, BLAH, BLAH, 
BLAH, BLAH, BLAH, BLAH, BLAH, 
BLAH, BLAH, BLAH. .. 


NTSC sel You say: Don't you realize you're just an 
le. 5 ae Ay: re re 
Wed BNTITHETICAL ANACHRONISN Ge MAC NIZA) 
and your GARRULOUS (GAR-vh-luss) 


tales bear ho relevance to my own 
situation today. 


(AN-ta-THET-ik-ul). 


JUST LOOK AT 
THIS ROOM!!! 


You say: Thanks for 
noticing. I worked hard to 


CAN’T YOU 
PLEASE JUST 
SIT STILL AND 


AMALGAMATE (vh-MAL- ENJOY Mae 
guh-MATE) the colors, tex~ SCENERY? 
tures, and objects to create a 
room that reflects my true self. 
You say: Due to the 
YOURE NOT high sugar content of 
SICK. IT’S ALL our last meal, 1 am so 
RESTIVE (RES-tiv) 
IN YOUR HEAD. Me = 
at J am payed 
You fr aa My MALAISE being in an ENER- 
(ma-LAYZ) has just moved to my VATED (EN-vh—- 
abdominal region af ter VAY-tuhd) state. 
NULLIFIDIAN (nub i-yun) 


attitude. 


HEY! CAN YOU 
GIVE ME A HAND 
WITH THIS THING? 


(THINK IT?S 
TIME TO HAVE A 
LITTLE TALK. 


You say: Father, can I expect 
the usual TAUTOLOGICAL 
(TAWT-th-LOJ-+kuhl) 
HARANGUE (ha-RANG) or 


You say: Its only CONJECTURE 
(con-JEK=chuhr), but I don't 
see how one hand could provide 
you with the PUISSANCE 
(PEW-i-suhns) to carry 
that stove to the basement. 


COLLOQUY (ak) 
ANACHRONISM (an out of date thing) 


DID YOU LEARN ANYTHING IN SCHOOL TODAY? 
You say: I learned that my teachers 


style i is so VAPID (VAP-id), 
his ideas so INSIPID (in-SIP- id), 
his remarks so BANAL (buh-NAL), 
that it is difficult to stay awake. 


DON’T KISS THE DOG! 
YOU DON’T KNOW WHERE 
HIS MOUTH HAS BEEN. 


WERE YOU RAISED 


IN A BARN? You say: It is a fact 


You say: I believe you were that a dog's mouth 
responsible for ABSTERGES 
PROPAGATION (ab-STERJ-vhz) itself 
(PROP-vh-GAY-shun) and of germs. Now please 


TUTELAGE (TOOT -vh-lij), 
so why don't you tell me? 


do not disturb our 


bonding. 


THINGS SURE 
WEREN’T THAT 
WAY IN 1974... 


HOW DID THIS 
GET IN YOUR 
DRAWER? 


You say: I am 


SATIATED (SAY-shee-AY-tid) 
with your tales of the 
Woodstock generation. 


You say: On my upper 
torso, there are two 
APPENDAGES (th-PEN-dij-uhz); on 
these. there are two EXTREMITIES 
(ik-STREM-i-teez); on which there are ten 
DIGITS (DI-its). The digits placed it there. 


DO | LOOK LIKE 


YOUR MAID? 
EAT YOUR LIMA BEANS. 


THERE ARE HUNGRY 


CHILDREN IN THIS You say: Wel, if you 


it on an apron and a 


EOUNUR: ittle CHAPEAU 
You say: What you say is noteworthy, but (sha-POE), it 
hot GERMANE Gu (juh--MAYN) to the could make for a 
issue at hand. I wouldn't eat this charming PARODY 
PLETHORA (PLETH-vhr—uh) of (PARE-vh-dee), 


INGUSTABLE (in-GUS-tuh-buhl) 


MATT 
lima beans even if I were starving. GROENIG 
VAPID (dull, tedious) APPENDAGES (arms) INGUSTABLE (tasteless) 
Sr (pointless. uninteresting) EXTREMITIES (hands) ABSTERGES (purges, cleans) 
BANAL (commonplace, trite) DIGITS (fingers) SATIATED (Fed sp, wearied) 
PROPAGATION (reproduction) GERMANE. (relevant) CHAPEAU (hat) 


TUTELAGE (guidance, education) PLETHORA (excess) PARODY (humorous imitation) 


TODAY, SO YOURS TRULY 


OUR WEATHERMAN, DR. 
WOODY, IS SNOWED IN sm ITCHY & SCRATCHY HOLIDAY MARATHON. 


WILL DELIVER THE WEATHER 
REPORT FOR NO EXTRA PAY. Ip 
V7 TODAY'S FORECAST CALLS: 
FOR 10 MORE INCHES OF 
SNOW, AS SPRINGFIELD 
ATTEMPTS TO DIG OUT 
FROM UNDER ITS BIGGEST 


E SNOWFALL IN 


IT’S NOTHING, HOMER 


HUH? WAZZAT?. JUST THE TELEVISIO! 


XY 
WUZ GOIN’ ON 
HERE? 


OOH, BABY! SIXTEEN HOURS 
OF MIRTH AND MAYHEM. 
SOMEBODY PINCH ME! 


p BE CAREFUL, MAGGIE. YOUR FATHER PARTIED A 
LITTLE TOO HARD LAST NIGHT, SO HE’S PROBABLY 
FEELING A BIT UNDER THE WEATHER. 


Oww! THAT WAS 
A FIGURE OF 
SPEECH, AND 
YOU KNOW IT! 


HUH? MMMM, TV 
GOOD, HOMER LIKE. 
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KIDS, YOUR FATHER’S NOT 
FEELING WELL. COULD YOU 
GIVE THE CARTOONS A 
REST AND PLAY OUTSIDE? 
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[, NO CAN DO, MOM. 
TAKE A LOOK 
OUTSIDE. . . 


IT WON’T BE THE 


SAME, BUT--OKAY! 


FATHER IS FINALLY 


« 
= 
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$ 
ui 
¥ 
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3 
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spntacd 
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FS 


= { MARATHON JUST ENDED. 
2 | THERE’S NO MORE ITCHY 
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5 [pl RELAX, Homer, THE | 


RATCHY, 
IME! 
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wes 


DE Vie aN 


SORRY, NOT A REAL ADVERTISEMENT 


GIVE ME JUST 


<9) 30 MINUTES AND I'LL 


MARK YOU FOR LIFE! 


THE CELEBRITIES DO—WHY NOT YOU? 
Do you want to be known as a man of the SPECIAL OFFER! 
world? Do you want to be considered a woman : 
of distinction? We’ve got what you’re looking ROLL RS ain Cet A ih ie eee 
for! Nothing says “sophistication” like a tattoo r 
of some soon-to-be-forgotten heavy metal band 
prominently emblazoned on your bicep. 
Nothing shouts “savoir faire” like a picture of 
your favorite cartoon character cavorting on 
your tush. 


AMAZE YOUR FRIENDS—IMPRESS YOUR RIVALS! 

At home—on the job—on the town—they 
won’t believe their eyes when they see you 
brashly sporting the image of Krusty the Clown 
on your chest! 


YOU GET THE BEST FOR LESS! 
Each of our talented epidermal artists has 


completed a rigorous 45-minute training course 
before we turn ’em loose on the paying public. 


YOU MUST BE AT LEAST 18 YEARS OLD OR BE ABLE TO LIE CONVINCINGLY. 
NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR MISSPELLINGS. 


“CHANGE OF HEART” 
1/2 PRICE SALE! 


When that love of 
a lifetime turns 


out to be a one- 
night-stand, HE; Ey 
come to us. With Ge 
our state-of-the- 
art retouching VEp 
* techniques, no 


ATTOO 
PARLOR 


NOT AFFILIATED WITH THE SOBER SAILOR TATTOO REMOVAL CLINIC. L Se ee a ee ee ee ee 


2ND LOCATION COMING SOON! TWO DOORS DOWN FROM MOE’S BAR! 


one will ever 
know! 


I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
| BEFORE 
! 
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A Day in the Life of 
The Simpsons 


Photographs By Douglas Kirkland 


It takes about six months, from conception to fruition, to create each episode 
of The Simpsons. Literally hundreds of people (between 125 and 150 in Los 
Angeles alone) are involved in the production of each show, and at any given 
time as many as 18 different episodes may be in various stages of development 
simultaneously. Last summer, renowned photographer Douglas Kirkland (who 
has not only photographed everyone from Marilyn Monroe to Madonna, but is 
also the father of Simpsons director Mark Kirkland) was asked to contribute 
to the new book A Day In The Life Of Hollywood and decided all this Simpson 
activity would provide a motherlode of photo opportunities. He went straight 
to the top and got Bart’s permission to visit the Fox lot and Film Roman, The 
Simpsons’ new animation studio. On the following pages he graciously shares 
his results with us, so that we may gain a little insight into the soft underbelly 
of The Simpsons (and we don't mean Homer). 


LEFT: Under Bart’s watchful but benevolent gaze (from left to right) Layout Artist 
Tricia Garcia, Producer/Animation Director David Silverman (sitting), Director 
Mark Kirkland, and Character Designer Scott Alberts try to capture that je ne 
sais quoi that is Homer Simpson. 


BELOW: While Bart's back is turned, Scott Alberts sleeps on the job, though 
he later claims to have been channeling the spirit of Tex Avery for inspiration. 


Photographs ©1992 Douglas Kirkland. 
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GET YOUR 
OWN COPY, 
MAN! 
SUBSCRIBE! 


Hey, what do you think this is, a lending 
library? Just send us $9.97, and for the 

next year you won't have to beg your 
friends for their Simpsons™ Illustrated. 
You'll get 4 issues of Simpsons ™llustrated 
plus the Simpsons Annual, Just think of how smug 

and self-important you'll feel when people ask to 
borrow your copy. You can tell them to subscribe, too! 


Complete & mail this form to: 
SIMPSONS™ ILLUSTRATED, P.O. BOX 10195, Des Moines, IA 50340 
YES, | want more out of life! Rush me SIMPSONS™ ILLUSTRATED. 


I 

I [ 

! [ 

I Name ! 

I Address 

City, State, Zip Code } 

\ [check or money order enclosed as follows: i 

One year subscription (5 issues) $ 9.97 

| State sales tx (iFapplicable) — § _ ! 

1 County sales tax (if applicable) = § —___ 

1 TOTAL AMOUNT DUE $ t 

1 LYou may charge my credit card $9.97 plus applicable sales tax as follows: | 

| [VISA CIMASTERCARD Card # } 

1 Exp. Date Signature F Matt 

GRoEninG 


‘The Simpsons TM and © 1990 Twentieth Century Fox Film Corporation, 


Read more FREE comics on ReadComicOnline 


LEFT: “With a red broad tip felt mark- 
er you can make mincemeat out of a 
storyboard artist’s painstaking ef- 
forts in a matter of seconds,” intones 
Simpsons creator Matt Groening. 
While marking up the storyboards, he 
shares an animation rule of thumb: 
“Drawing cartoon characters wall- 
eyed is the best way to indicate ex- 
istential alienation.” 


BELOW: Even Groening is not free 
from Simpson supervision, as a horde 
of Barts and Homers exercise hands- 
on quality control. “I straightened 
up my dask especially for-this' pie: 
ture,” explained Matt “but they won't 
leave me alone.” 
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ANMITAUOL A CARTOON WORLD 


I: you love cartoons and you 
want the world of animation 
delivered to your doorstep, this 
magazine is a must for you! 
Don't miss a single issue! 
ORDER TODAY! 


BONUS OFFER! 
Subscribe before January 1, 1993 and receive a 
FREE copy of the fall Aladdin issue. (Offer good with this ad) 


L) Yes, I would like a free copy of 4 issue subscription--$15.00 SAVE 25% 


the fall Aladdin issue with my paid 12 issue subscription--$36,00 SAVE 40% 
subscription. 


Enclosed is my check or Name 
money order (in US Funds) 
of made payable 
to Animation Magazine. Country, Postal Code 


Address City State 


ait To: Animation Magazine, 5889 Kanan Road, Suite 317, Agoura Hills, CA 91301 
Ask for a copy of our Back Issue Catalog. Hurry while supplies last! suns 


ABOVE: In the specially-designed 
writers’ room, a scowling Bart pre- 
sides over (clockwise from lower 
left) John Swartzwelder, David Stern, 
Mike Reiss, Conan O’Brien, Jeff 
Martin, Jon Vitti, Matt Groening, 
George Meyer, and Al Jean. The 
pressure to be funny on a deadline 
is immense under any circum- 
stances, but working for The 
Simpsons is even more exacting. If 
these writers don’t come up with 
some award-winning hilarity by the 
end of the day, Bart throws a hidden 
switch, the room starts spinning and 
the floor drops away, leaving them 
pinned to the walls till the next 
morning, when a fresh supply of 
deep-fried, sugar-coated inspira- 
tion arrives. 


RIGHT: Unhappy with the day’s 
progress and undeterred by Fox 
publicist Antonia Coffman’s strong- 
arm tactics, the Simpson family 
storms off the lot, leaving the hapless 
writers spinning nearby. But don’t 
worry, they'll be back. The fragrant 


lure of the donuts is irresistible. 
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Peete. teh wom bl ES 
ANIMATORS’ BULLETIN BOARD 


Ona recent visit to Film Roman we found hundreds of little drawings tacked to the walls of the animator’s cubicles, adorning the 
halls in between, and generally just all over the place. It's funny how a bunch of people who claim to be overworked can find so 
much time for personal expression. Funnier still is how that personal expression takes on the form of the work they're trying to 
avoid! Here's a sampling. 


“THE X-SIMPSONS" 
BY TOMMY TEJEDA 4 "SIDESHOW BLOB" 
BY MIKE ANDERSON 


mh = 
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Read more FREE comics on ReadComicOnline 


KD VER Ts) MBN 


.» AND A MORAY EEL, AND 
A DEATH RAY, AND THE 
SIMPSONS FUN CALENDAR, 
AND THE SIMPSONS KMAS 
BOOK NOW IN PAPERBACK, 
AND THE MAKING FACES 
WITH THE SIMPSONS BOOK, 
AND THE SIMPSONS FUN IN 
THE SUN BOOK, MAN! 


matt 
GROEN 


‘The Simpsons TM & © 1992 Twenteth Century Fox Film Corporation. All Rights Reserved, 


All are now available at your local bookstore or call @ Har perPerennial 
toll-free 1 (800) 331-3761. Major credit cards accepted. A Division of HarperCollinsPublishers 
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Quaker Oat Life, the delicious — ——— ———————— ~~ — all 
¢ I _ [MANUFAC 
wholegrain oat cereal! i MANUFACTURER COUPON | EXPIRES JULY 31, 1993 | | 
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NAME 
THAT 
‘TOON 


So you think you're a diehard 
Simpsons fan, eh? Well, here's a 
chance fo prove it. To the left are 
fifty-four characters from the TV 
show. Some are recurring 
regulars, some have appeared 
only once. Match their numbers 
with the names below. How 
many can you identify? 


THE NAMES: 

A. Emily Winthrope BB. Herb Powell 
B.Mr Lombardo CC. Jasper 
C.Ringo Starr DD. McBane 
D.Mr. Largo EE. Corporal Punishment 
E. Groundskeeper Wily FF: Kent Brockman 
F. Richard G6. Roger Meyers 
G. Lewis HH, Troy McChire 
H. Sideshow Mel IL. Larry 

LL. Shauna (Kashmir) JJ. Sam 

J. Rasputin KK. Wiggum 

K. Prof. Hipknow LL. Eddie 

L. Radioactive Man MM. Lou 

M. Mrs. Glick: NN. Karl 

N.Mayor Quimby OO. Carl 
O.MesHibbert PP. Lenny 

P.Dr. Hibbert GQ. Patty Bouvier 
Q. Mrs. Hoover RR. Selma Bower 


R Janey $8. Dolbh 
S. Sherri TT. Kearny 
T. Terri WU. Jimbo 
U. Wendell W. Nelson 


V.Mr. Bergstrom WW. Maude Flanders 
Wa Lionel Hutz XX. Rodd Flanders 
X. Herman WY. Todd Flanders 
Y.Bea Simmons ZZ. GovMary Bally 
Z.Helen Lovejoy AB. Ms. Botz 

AA Rev. Lovejoy AC. Jacques 
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MORE FUN THAN ROLLIN 


What could be more fun than rolling Homer in the snow? Lots of 
things, really...but these Simpsons” video games are the closest. 


It's an avalanche of Simpsons” hits on every video game system! 
More action, excitement and fun with Bart, Homer and Krusty. 

Naughty or nice, let everyone know you want 
The Simpsons” video games...otherwise you'll get 
socks and underwear! 


BART WS. THE JUGGER 
FOR GAME BOY! 


BART VS, THE SPACE MUTANTS SOUGTNG IST TERED 


ON NES", GENESIS” AND GAME GEAR™! THE ATOMIC AGEL 
i Ge ~ 
aE ( 
arn MY SN HREM 
FOR GAME BO’ = 
ree Sivpsos I= 4 \ 
ART SN MaHTMATE BART'S 
¥. fs NIGHTMARE 
ey My FOR SNES"! 


Pe t 


Re ee, 


HANG OUT WITH BART BART VS. 
AT CAMP DEADLY THE WORLD 
OH ES" 


“TRAP MASTER” BART - 
KRUSTY'S FUN HOUSE z 7 
AMPA ROT ONNES”, SNES”, GAME BOY° AND GENESIS™! al su TALC Lt 
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G HOMER IN THE SNOW! 


~~ FLYING 
A@iam Fes 


entertainment, ine. 
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THANK YOU. THAT WAS 
“THE FLIGHT OF THE 
UMBLEBEE." ARE THERE 


THE 
Sl MPSONS ANY REQUESTS? 
IN 
“RETURN 
70) 


SURANDER™ 


TAKE YOUR SEATS, 
CLASS. WE’RE ABOUT 
TO EMBARK ON AN 
EXCITING ADVENTURE, 


VM GOING TO ASSIGN 
EACH OF YOU A PEN PAL. 
POINTLESS BUSYWORK CAN 
BE AN ADVENTURE TOO, 


NOBODY INSULTS 


7 od MY LIFE AND GETS 
OOH, HERE'S SOMETHING - = AWAY WITH IT. 


ALL THE WAY FROM P 
CAPITOL CITY. THIS MEANS WAR! 


(©1993 Matt Groening Praductons, Inc. ll Rights Reserved. The Simpsons © & TM Twentieth Century Fox Film Corporation. Al Fights Reserved. Used with permission, 


DEAR PEN PAL, (LIVE IN A BEAUTIFUL 
GREETINGS FROM HOME IN THE EXCLUSIVE 
SPRINGFIELD U.S.A., WHERE, PLEBIAN ESTATES 
THERE’S ALWAYS SOMETHING. SECTION OF TOWN. 
EXCITING IN THE AIR. 


MY FAMILY IS VERY CLOSE. MY FATHER HAS 
WHEN IT COMES TO AN IMPORTANT 
SHOWING OUR FEELINGS, POSITION WITH A 
WE’RE NOT AFRAID TO VERY POWERFUL 
REACH OUT AND TOUCH COMPANY. 

EACH OTHER. 


| DON’T LIKE TO BRAG, BUT ALTHOUGH MY AFTER 
EVEN THOUGH | KEEP A LOW SCHOOL ACTIVITIES 
PROFILE, MY NAME IS WELL KEEP ME BUSY... 
KNOWN ALL OVER TOWN. Mi STRUMENT. 
THE ARMPIT IS NOT A 
MUSICAL INSTRUMENT. 


THE ARMPIT IS NOT A 
MUSICAL INSTRUMENT. 


THE ARMPIT _IS NOTA 29) 
MUSICAL INSTRUM 


“WELL, | HAVE TO RUN. I’M LATE 
FOR A MEETING WITH THE MAYOR 
AND THE POLICE CHIEF IN THE 
SCHOOL PRINCIPAL’S OFFICE. 


SINCERELY, 
BARTHOLOMEW J. SIMPSON" 


(©1998 Matt Groening Productons, Inc All Rights Reserved. The Simpsons © & TM Twentieth Century Fox Film Corporation All ights Reserved. Used with permission, 
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We know you’re waiting impatiently for the release of The Yellow Album, the new musical offering from the 
Simpsons. You're probably wondering what this forthcoming opus will be like. Well, we can’t tell you, but we 
do know what it won’t be like. An unauthorized search through record company “reject” files revealed these. . . 


“PLEASE DONT 
SHOOT ME MAMBO" 
"THIS 1S NOT A 
LENDING LIBRARY 

CHACHA CHA” 


ond manol 


Hana 


PARENTAL ADVISORY > 


WARLWAH 
eo > pEpAL-10-THE-METAL 
MEDLEY OF FAMOUS 
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HOME: ALONe2” 


Lost IN New York 


TWENTIETH CENTURY FOX nso JOH evo A CHRIS COLUMBUS rn 
MACAULAY CULKN JOE PEC! DANEL STERN JOHINHEARD HOME ALONE TM CURRY BRENDA FRIKER 
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Be ncneas @ MOBRSO'S OHNHUGHES °° CHRIS COLUMBUS Lonrounne "EA 


NovemBer 20TH Evenvviene 


a 


NOW WITH 7UP 
~~ AND CHERRY 7UP. 
FLAVORED FRUIT SNACKS. 


EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW WITH MATI GROENING, 
THE MAN) BEHIND THE SIMPSONS? 
CAT & MOUSE! 


ITCHY & SCRATCHY— 
THE PULLOUT! 


3 
rs 
& 
8 
3 
= 
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‘BE A LOUSE! 
MORE FIENDISH FUN 
BY POPULAR DEMAND! 


Se TM IWenTIETH cen 


L RIGHTS RESERVED. 


‘LISA'S HOUSE! 
TAKE A TOUR OF HER 
DREAM DOMAIN! 
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CONTENTS 


VOLUME 1 NUMBER 9 SUMMER 1993 
OUR MOTTO: "DOODLE WHILE YOU WORK" 


IN THE NEWS... 3 
Homer Simpson: Subversive proletarian or dangerous slob? 
JUNK MAIL... 7 
We exploit more reader talent. 

KIDS IN THE MALL... 14 
Bart and his underwear are up for grabs. 
THE ITCHY & SCRATCHY 
MOVIE PULLOUT... 18 
Tf you have no goggles, look away. 
EXPLAINING GROENING. . . 24 
The Simpsons creator confronts his shady past. 
INSIDE ITCHY & SCRATCHY. .. 31 
Beneath the scars of the cartoon stars. 
LISA’S DREAM HOUSE ... 32 
Sax and violets. A home for the 9O%. 
PULLABLE PRANKS II. . . 34 
You asked for it. Now you're gonna get it. 
ARNOLD AND 
WILLIAM & PERCY, .. 37 
Oh my- 

APU’S BOTTOM 40... 40 
Even highrolling cohvienience~store 
owners have their of f days. 


Guess what color our new package is? 


For bite-size blasts of crunchy tropical flavors, just grab a roll of Sunsations® They're bold. They're bright. 
And bursting with flavor. Like watermelon, wild cherry, banana, tropical punch and orange/ pineapple. 
For a free roll, see velow. Then look for ‘em in living color at your favorite store. 


<3 es i 
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The first 5,000 to write will get a free roll! 
Print your name, address and age on a 3 x5 card and mail to: Sunsations Free Roll, RO. Box 6626, St. Louis, MO 63125 


THE 


OUR MOTTO: 


THE FRONT PAGE 


With Johnny Carson, Elizabeth Taylor, Bette Midler, Hugh Hef- 
ner, and the Red Hot Chili Peppers rushing to the aid of Krusty 
the Clown in a recent Simpsons episode, the stars just keep on 
coming... . Look for Mr. Burns getting a birthday serenade 
from the Ramones . . . George Harrison comes to appreciate 

. ++ Other celebrity quests are still 
secret, but here’s a hint: They're very famous and they have 
We'll also see Homer go back to college 
n ... Bart shipwrecked at sea. . . lisa 
in idauerea ... and yet another Halloween special .-- Other 
works in progress include a Radioactive Man comic book, the 
long-awaited second Simpsons album, 


{in hardcover), and Cartooning With The Simpsons. 


BROTHER, CAN YOU 
SPARE THE TIME? 

You may know the differ- 
ence between a picket fence 
and grandma's teeth (obscure 
bowling terms), but even the 
most experienced bowler 
might profitably spare the time 
it takes to learn Homer Simp- 
son's Bowling Tips as revealed 
last year in Bowling Magazine: 

1) Homer's basic law of 
bowling physics: The 
louder you yell, the more 
pins will fall down. 

2) Dor't sip another play- 
er’s beer when he's gotten 
up to bow! his frame. Gulp 
it quickly. 

3) 
Faulty addition can work 
wonders on your score. 

4) Didn't win any tro- 
phies in the tournament? 
Those nifty multicolored 
shoes make fine “consola- 
tion prizes.” 

5) Remember, you're 


there to have fun. The 
comfort, safety, and men- 
tal well-being of others are 
not your responsibility. 


WHEN WE ARE BAD, WE 
ARE VERY, VERY GOOD 

Last year The Simpsons 
garnered numerous accolades 
and mention on many year- 
ending “top ten” lists, from 
sources as diverse as Parent’s 
Choice to the International 
Animation Society's “Annie” 
awards. While all are appreci- 
ated, one particular list is of 
paramount importance, an 
indication from those in the 
know that the pinnacle of suc- 
cess has been climbed, unsur- 
passed excellence attained; so 
it is with no small measure of 
pride that we at Simpsons 
Illustrated announce the inclu- 
sion of The Simpsons on the 
right-wing Media Research 
Center's Top Ten Most Biased 
Shows of 1992. 


BUT CAN I MAJOR IN 
HOMER ? 

The Idea Network of Wis- 
consin Public Radio was the 
forum for an intellectual 
wrestling match between two 
college professors and the lis- 
tening audience last winter as 
they grappled with a problem 
that has long been baffling the 
finest minds: What is the deal 
with Homer Simpson? The 
professors had convened a 
Simpsonsium at Beloit College 
to assemble the necessary 
brainpower forthe task. Their 
next day’s radio appearance, 
sharing the Simpsonsium 
results, generated a huge vol- 
ume of impassioned calls from 
the public. 

(To bring you flavor of the 
discussion without chewing the 
fat yourself, we have reported 
the broadcast in the most sen- 
sational manner possible. Read- 
ers are encouraged to get areal 
feeling for the program by clear- 
ing their throats frequently dur- 
ing the following.) 

One perceptive caller 
thought Homer's 
“psychoanalyti- 
cal difficulty 
may be due to 
manipulation of 
radiation at the 
nuclear plant.” 
English professor 
Tom McBride 
agreed: “Homer 
regularly carries 
home a little bit of 
radioactive mate- 
rial. I think it’s 
stuck to the top of 
his head... I'm not 
really sure. He toss- 
es it to the side. He 
appears not to 
know what it is, so it 


The Simpsons display 
their firm grasp of 
movie theater etiquette | 
on this poster for the 
1993 Worldfest-Hous- 
ton film festival, 


NEW 


"TRUTH IS WEIRDER THAN FICTION" 


always Weck ag] erercenr ga, 
Krusty the Clown makes a highly 
unauthorized appearance on a 
flier for a Los Angeles under- 
ground rave. 


is conceivable that Homer may 
be somewhat radiation dam- 
aged.” 

The talk turned to Homer's 
rejection of God in one 
episode, which may later have 
prompted McBride to sigh that 


“there is 


TH ANAL ORLA, 


Ho TERT 
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The most spectacular trades in the world are made every day with official 
Major League Baseball trading cards from Donruss, Fleer” Score’ and Upper Deck" 
Look for the Official Major League Baseball logo. Then make the trade. 


a * 


Major League Baseball Products, A Part Of Baseball You Can Call Your Own. ae 
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To mark the smash debut of Simpsons Comics and Stories, its creators 


‘autographed hundreds of copies at several Los Angeles comics shops, 
Above (left to right): Matt Groening, Steve Vance, and Bill Morrison 


face disgruntled fans who've waited 
this was not an Image comic book. 


the possibility that God may be 
somewhat depressed.” Seeing 
his colleague’s despondent 
state, Economics professor 
Bob Elder lashed out at 
Homer, calling him “the most 
self-indulgent character that 
appears anywhere on televi- 
sion” and accused him of being 
part of the “dangerous scum 
class” that Karl Marx warned 
about in The Communist Man- 
ifesto. “In Marx, there are two 
main classes,” Elder said, “the 
proletariat and the bour- 
geoisie...Mr, Burns and 
Smithers are members of the 
bourgeoisie, who exploit work- 
ers...Homer's fellow workers 
at the plant are members of the 
proletariat. I think Marx would 
say that Homer is not a noble 
revolutionary (proletariat), but 
belongs to another class...the 
dangerous class: ‘the social 
scum, that passively rotting 
mass thrown off by the lowest 
layers of old society.” Elder 
then called Homer “the bribed 
tool of reactionary intrigue.” 
This touched a nerve in the 
listening public. One caller 
leapt to Homer's defense, 
insisting he was a prole, not 
scum; not “that fringe of soci- 
ety that lives on its wits, a kind 
of semi-criminal class, the 
same class from which Hitler 
got the SA. Being a proletariat 
is not a subjective thing, it’s 
an objective thing,” the caller 
insisted. “Homer doesn’t have 
to be class-conscious in order 
to be a member of the prole- 
tariat.” Elder refused to back 
down, pointing out that Homer 


in line for hours only to leam that 


had no aspirations or nobility. 
At this point McBride attempt- 
ed to make peace by saying, “I 
think most of us are selfish in 
one way or another...In all 
groups, even groups that pre- 
tend to be altruistic, there are 
probably more Homers than 
we'd care to realize. They may 
be more subtle in their self- 
ishness and in their exploita- 
tion than Homer, but I suspect 
there are Homers out there.” 

The program did end on an 
uplifting note with McBride 
admitting “The Simpsons is 
one of those very very few 
things in popular culture that I 
still have in common with my 
students.” 

When asked to comment 
on the show, Homer Simpson 
replied, “These guys that teach 
college. Sometimes their brains 
press too hard against their 
skulls and they get confused 
‘That's all.” 


THE SIMPS IN BRIEF 
* Marge Simpson was awarded 
Best Celebrity Hairstyle of 92, 
as reported by WWOR-TV in 


New York City. 
* January 26, 1993, was 
declared Bart Simpson Day by 


San Francisco Mayor Frank 
Jordan. 

* Though Bill Clinton failed to 
appoint Lisa Simpson to be Sec- 
retary of State, despite the urg- 
ings of the 100,000-strong 
KCPQ-TV's Kids’ Club in Taco- 
ma, Washington, Bart Simpson 
did win enough votes in Stan- 
ford University elections to gain 
a seat in the Student Senate. 
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Send your mail and pic- 
tures to: Junk Mail, 
Welsh Publishing Group, 
300 Madison Ave., New 
York, NY 10017. Please 
write on them, “For con- 


sideration for publication 
in Simpsons Mlustrated. 
1 agree if you publish my 
submission it becomes 
your property” and sign 
’em. Thanks! 


Dear Editor of the best maga- 
zine in the world, Simpsons 
Illustrated, 

Thave a little story to tell 
you. You know how in volume 
1, issue 1, the “School Survival 
Handbook” has a warning on it 
that says not to let it fall into 
the hands of teachers, princi- 
pals, etc,? Well, last year I was 
reading this magazine, in fact, 
that very article, in the hall at 
lunch, just minding my own 
business, when all of a sud- 
den, our vice-principal, Mr. 
Cino, came out of nowhere 
and took my mag. I 


| 
Pas Vie i, A 
a 


Dennis Dewey, 
Blanchard, OK 


SUMMER 1993 


5 GROUP, 


was really nervous. I didn't 
know what he'd do to jt. But 
instead of taking it away, he 
read it and started to laugh! 
(Boy, was I relieved!) 
Ever since then, 
we've had a great 
relationship. 
However, this 
year he was trans- 
ferred, and now 
‘we've got anew if 
vice-principal, Vey 
Mrs. Fort-Sells. cx 
She looks John C. Brooks, 
like she Rossville, IL 
could use a 
laugh. Maybe I can find a way 
to get her to read that article. 


See you in the funny pages, 
Tammy Frakking 

Niagara Falls, Ontario, 
Canada 


Dear Simpsons Illustrated, 
Tlove your magazine. It is 
full of exciting and enjoy- 
able info, Last school year 
I got a detention 
for having 
The Simp- 
sons School 
Rules thing 
that is in 
the back of 
each issue. 
Well, I better 


—Melissa 
Miller 


Detention again, 
4 Melissa? Have you 
considered trans- 
ferring to the 
Canadian school 
system (see pre- 
vious letter)? 


Tlove your 
magazines very 
much, especial- 
ly the things in 


Dear Editor, 


“SITTING BART 


INDIAN CHIEF” 
; Mathew Webster, 
Union, CA wisconsin Rapids, WI 


300 MADISC 


them that per- 
tain to the Simp- 
sons’ life. My 
question is this: 
Is it possible to 
obtain the 
Simpsons 

shorts from 

the Tracey 

Ullman Show 
on video? 
Thanks! 

P.S. Looking 
forward to 
new episodes 
and the new 

album! 


—Sabrina 
Stewart 
Stanton, 
CA 


Sorry, Sabrina, the 
Simpsons are still 
‘wearing those shorts. Seri- 
ously, at the moment 

there are no plans to 
release the Tracey Ull- 
man Show episodes. As 
soon as we 
hear differ- 
ently, welll let 


Dear 
Simpsons 
magazine, 

The Simp- 
sons are too 
real. My favorite 
character is Lisa 
Simpson (Yeardley 
Smith), 

This statue of Maggie (I'm 
sure they didn’t plan it) I found 
outside of a school in Wichita, 
Kansas. 


—Keith Monson 
Wichita, KS 


Well, as fate would have it, 
that school is the old Alma 
Mater of our own Creative 
Director, Cindy Vance (who 
was once busted for smoking 


you know. . 


Le. 
‘hael Miller, East Stroudsburg, PA 


cigarettes at the very spot 
where this statue now 
stands). Talk about coinci- 
dence! 


Dear Simpsons Illustrated, 

On the episode where 
Maggie speaks, she says 
“Daddy,” but on the episode 
where Herb Powell goes to the 
Simpsons’ house and borrows 
money to make a baby trans- 
lator, how come Maggie can't 


Keith Monson, Wichita, KS 
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\ CAN?T 


SEEM 


TO FIND MY 
SQUEEZEBOX> 
MAN! 


“BART URKEL” Andrea Waite, Edmonton, Canada 


speak then? 

On the episode where 
Homer has heart attacks, how 
did he stay alive after having 
that many? 

Well, I guess that’s it for 
now. 


Simpsonly yours, 
Joshua Dodd 
Vassan, MI 


Maggie just didn’t feel 
like talking right 
then, Josh. As for 
Homer, medical sci- 
ence is still baffled — 
for many reasons. 


Dear Simpsons 
Ilustrated, 

I did not like the 
Simpsons Illustrat- 
ed of Winter 1993. It attacked 
the former President, George 
Bush, and former Vice Presi- 
dent, Dan Quayle, too much. I 
read the letter from a Miss 
Jane Ann Evan from Henrietta, 
Texas. I didn’t like the way she 


attacked the President and 
Vice President. No one should 
attack the President or Vice 
President the way Miss Jane 
‘Ann Evan did. You should 
respect them whether you like 


te 


“THE GRIM SIMPSON” 
Eric Peters, South Portland, ME 


them or not. The (1-10) good 
deeds that Bart did weren't so 
outrageous, even though I like 
Bart. Imay like your magazine 
and TV show very much, but 


this winter edition went too 
far! I may be a Republican, a 
Democrat, or an Independent, 
but I say everyone should 
respect the President and Vice 
President. Some people may 
not like the President or the 
Vice President but if they are 
smart they would respect them 
and not attack them. I have 
one question, and I would like 
a straight answer please! 
Are you Republicans or 
Democrats? 
—Suzanne S. Badieozzaman 
Huntington Beach, CA 


A straight answer? From us? 
You wrote to the wrong mag- 
azine, Suzanne! Just remem- 
ber, freedom of expression is 
guaranteed by the U.S. Con- 
stitution, and we at Simpsons 
Ilustrated respect your rights 
as much as we respect Jane 
‘Ann Evan's. 


Dear Simpsons Illustrated, 

You didn’t publish my pic- 
ture. I didn’t do it just for fun, 
you know, 


—Aviva Zieleniec 
Toronto, Ontario, 
Canada 


We've inadvertent- 

ly taught you an 
Bey inexpensive yet 
important lesson, 
ULL Aviva. If some- 
thing isn't fun, it isn’t worth 
doing in the first place.(We 
get hundreds of letters and 
pictures every issue, We print 
as many as we can, but please 
don't take it personally if 
yours isn’t one of them.) 


Dear Editor, 

Enclosed, please find a 
picture of our Uncle Jimmy. If 
you ever have a Ned Flanders 
look-alike contest, I'd like to 
enter him. Uncanny, don’t you 
think? 


—Autumn Steitz 

Clovis, CA 

P.S. My Uncle Jimmy is left- 

handed and talks like Ned 
Flanders, too. 


Autumn Stietz, 
Clovis, CA 


Yikes! When we're casting the 
live-action Simpsons movie 
welll give your Uncle Jimmy a 
call. 


Dear Editor, 

In your latest edition, Win- 
ter 1993, there was a fold-out 
poster of the Simpsons char- 
acters. One of the Flanders 
children is missing on it. Why? 


—Ryland Ferguson 
Oregon City, OR 

P.S, Why isn’t Mrs. Flanders 

onit either? 

P.PS, This isn’t meant to criti- 

cize; it’s just a mere question. 
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Quincy E. Batts, 
Anchorage, AK 
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Sarah Benson, 
Virginia Beach, VA 


Jaime Nemitt, 
Toronto, OH 
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Rod Flanders is not pictured 
because it was he who took 
the photo. Meanwhile, Maude 
Flanders was busy setting up 
a simple yet elegant buffet 
dinner for everyone following 
the photo session. 


Dear Editor, 

When I first saw Simpsons 
Illustrated on the newsstand, I 
thought it would be childish 
or too young for someone my 
age (14 years old). When my 
sister bought it, I read it and it 
was very interesting and fun 
to read. It’s also cool, because 
it has so much reader input. 
The editors really want to 
know what you think about 
the magazine. 


Yours watchfully, 
Nicolas Barr 

Dartmouth, Nova Scotia, 
Canada 


Nothing beats 
sucking up to the 
editors as a way 
to get a letter 
printed, eh, Nic? 


Dear Simpsons 
Illustrated, 

Iam a big Simp- 
sons freak. I draw 
Simpsons on my 
books at school and 
draw pictures at 
home. I wish that 


“PAUL McBARTNEY” 
The Simpsons Was Joe Teichman,  SOTTY, Kelly, 
on three times a ‘Owosso, MI someone 


week. I just want 
to know one thing: why is Bar- 
ney always at Moe's? 


—Adrian 
LeBlanc 
Toronto, 
Ontario, 
Canada 


~) 
fy Adrian dear, 
Barney is a 
drunk and 
Moe's is 
a bar. 
It’s like 
asking 
why a fish 
is always in 
>, water. 


Peter Balsano, 
Dorchester, Ontario, Canada 
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Dear Matt Groening, 

In your 1992 summer issue 
of Simpsons Illustrated, you 
did a “Behind 
the Scenes” 
called “Bart 
from the 
Start,” which 
showed how 
David Sil- 
verman, Wes 
Archer, and 
yourself cre- 
ated guide- 
lines for the 
Simpsons’ 
appearance. 

I thought 
it was very 
creative how 
you guys de- 
signed these 
simple (almost) ways to draw 
the Simpsons. 

Maybe you should make a 
book on how to create the 
Simpsons or make a similar 
copy of the “style book” 
open to the public, I think 
it would be a great 
addition to your 


Jason Cole: 
Goodlettsoille, TN 


magazines and enjoy them 

very much. I have a few ques- 

tions I'd like you to answer, 
please: 

1. What classes 
or studies do you 
need to work at the 
‘Simpsons animation 
department? 

2. How do you 
select your anima- 
tors? 

3. To work for 
Simpsons anima- 
tion, do you need to 
have taken college 
courses? 

These are just 
some of the ques- 

tions I would like to 
ask, Please write back 
explaining this info. 
Thanks. 


—Joe Chomiak 
LaConner, WA 


Animators are usually hired 
on the basis of a portfolio of 


Robert McGee, 
Albany, GA 


sample drawings, Joe. Many 
develop their portfolios in col- 
lege, while studying art. A lot 
of animators attend Cal Arts, 
a school near Los Angeles 
with a well-known animation 
program. Some studied ani- 
mation on their own and 
‘never went to college. The real 
key is practice—LOTS of 
practice. Keep drawing, and 
good luck! 


growing series of 
Simpsons books. 


—Kelly Kies 

Phoenix, AZ 
P.S. I hope no 
one else has 
thought of 
this! 


Th 


already has — 
our book editor. We're 
working on it right now. 
Tentatively titled “Car- 
tooning With The Simp- 
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sons,” it should be in the 
stores by Christmas. 


Dear Simpsons Anima- 
tion, 

Hello, my name is 
Joe Chomiak, and I'm 
very interested in ani- 
mation and creation for 
The Simpsons. I’ve 


least two times, study- | 


oy a 
BLE: FR Ue THs, 
‘ns 
Etuaite veto PEs 
jou 
MAQad: Hoxay, mses, 


a LIM GLAb you c2kE 
seen every episode at yore 
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ing their every move 
and action. The char- 
acters you've created 
are the top of the line. 


I've got all of the 


Ok, CLass, TIME 
FoR A coass rerun] 
for me seanee 
cHRssimAs Pare man. 
AO Be wis eony, 
PACES Tuts Tyme!” 


Simpsons Mustrated i, 


Westover, Ottowa, Canada 
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Dear Editor, 

Ihave noticed that during 
the opening animation, just as 
Homer leaves the power plant, 
Mr. Burns wiggles his hand as 
if to shake something off of it. 
Is this significant? 


—James H. Vipond 
Brookings, SD 


The five o'clock whistle has 
just blown, signalling quit- 
ting time, but Burns’ watch 
says 4:58, He’s shaking it to 
see whether his watch has 
stopped or the whistle has 
blown early. (He later docked 
everyone two minutes’ pay.) 


Dear Matt Groening, 

My sister just had a baby 
named Dario. (Too bad she 
wouldn't name him Bart, like I 
suggested.) With my older 
brother, I restored a cupboard 
that was originally built by my 
father’s godfather before 
World War Il, and offered it to 
Dario. We decided to paint the 
Simpson family on it because 
we are great fans, 


—Samuel Durt 
(El Durto) 
Brussels, Belgium 


Dear Mr. Groening, 

T have a few questions 
about the magazine. 

1. Is there ever going to be 
a profile (like Ms. Krabappel's 
desk, the Simpsons’ refrigera- 
tor, Homer's work file, and so 
on) of Itchy and Scratchy’s 
dressing room? 

2. Will you ever make a 
fold-out poster of Radioactive 
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Man? 
3, In the Winter 1992 issue, 
what was the emblem on the 
bottom row of stickers on Mrs. 
Krabappel’s desk? 

4, How big is a skosh (in 
“Ned Flanders’ Top 40,” Winter 
1992)? 

Also in the Winter 1992 
issue, I tried all of the “Pul- 
lable Pranks” on my friends, 


Samuel Durt, 
Brussels, Belgium 


teachers, parents, and the 
police chief. Thank you, thank 
you, thank you, thank you. I 
will never have to use a 
whoopee cushion or whipper- 
snapper again. 


Sincerely (yeah, right!), 
Justin Bellavita 
Waldport, OR 


Well consider it—do any of you 
other readers want to see it? 
2. We did a Radioactive Man 


poster in the first issue of 
Simpsons Comics and Stories. 
If you missed it, you may be 
able to find a copy at your 
local comics shop. 

8. They said “See You Again 
Next Year.” 

4. Halfway between a smidge 
and a pinch. 


Dear Editor, 

Do you know which twin 
is Sherri and which one is 
Terri? I can’t tell the differ- 
ence. 


—Kerri Wolfensberger 
Hagerstown, MD 


Sherri has a birthmark in the 
shape of the nuclear power 
plant on her left shoul- 
derblade—or is that 
Terri...? 


Dear folks at Simp- 
sons Illustrated, 

I really enjoyed 
the interview with 
Nancy Cartwright in 
the Fall 1992 issue. 
T've been a fan of Ms. 
Cartwright’s excel- 
lent performance 
since the days when 
she was doing the 
voice of Gloria, 
Richie Rich’s girl- 
friend. The interview 
was very good, 
though there was 
something that 
should have been 
mentioned. 

The article 
should have 
mentioned 
Ms. Cart- 
wright’s 
excellent 
perfor- 
mance in a 
1982 made- 
for-TV 
movie 
called Marion Rose White. 

Here’s wishing you guys the 
best of luck. Keep up the good 
work on Simpsons Illustrated! 


—Peter W. Guerin 
Hudson Falls, NY 


Dear Editor, 
I do not find the 
comic “William and 


“WHAT IF IT STRETCHED?” 
Annie Sam, Dana Point, CA 


Anita Drieseberg, 
Burlington, Ontario, Canada 


Percy” funny. Sometimes it’s 
so sloppy I can't read it. How 
old is the person who draws 

and writes the comic 
strip? Ilike the rest of 
the magazine a lot. 


—Jennifer Hewson 
East Meadow, NY 


Internationally 
famous artist/ 
cartoonist 
Gary Panter 
designed the 
sets for Pee- 
wee’s Play- 
house, has 
done album 
covers for 
such artists 
as The Red 
Hot Chili 
Peppers and 
\ Frank Zappa, 
4} and created the 
r cartoon char- 
acter Jimbo. 
Chronological- 
ly speaking, at 
least, he is a 
full-grown 
adult. 


Dear person or 
persons who are 
reading this, 

You guys don't really tell 
us readers much about the 
family, like, for instance, what 
is Homer's middle name? You 
might have already said it, but 
I missed it. A lot of my friends 
think I'm weird ‘cause I’m so 
crazy about Bart. They also 
don't believe his middle name 
is Jo Jo. Where did he get it, 
anyway? 


SUMMER 1993 


Do whatever you do, and 
Ill be on my way. 


—Seth Pettig 
St. Charles, MI 


Homer claims that he, like 
President Harry S. Truman, 
has no middle name, just a 
middle initial. Bart got his 
middle name as a result of 
Homer losing a bar bet. 


Dear SLL, 

Regarding Joshua Olson's 
letter to your publication in 
the Fall 1992 issue, what the 
heck does “maliferous” mean 
(and how is it that a giant sea 
turtle could assist a two-year- 
old with a letter)? I don’t 
understand. 

I searched for the defini- 
tion of “maliferous” in my 
home dictionary and those in 
the public and school libraries 
with no success. For those of 
us who read the text and do 
not just look at the pictures, 
we need to know! 


Sincerely, 
Tom Vass 
Prospect Heights, IL 


“Maliferous” means “a state 
of irritation or confusion 
caused by being tricked into 
looking up nonewistent words 
in the dictionary.” 


Dear Sirs, 
I thought I would share 
these masks with you. The 


“Bart” mask was made 
because my boy is a Bart Simp- 
son nut. He is only 3 years old 


“HILLBILLY HOMER” 
Sharla Kistner, Fair Grove, MO 


but knows who Bart is. He also 
acts like him, 

We also made a “Marge” 
mask, We haven't got around 
to making “Homer” yet, but he 
is on the agenda. 

—Carolyn Comer 
Elkins, WV 


Dear Simpsons Illustrated, 
My favorite section in the 
Winter 1993 issue is “Colossal 
Retorts,” because 
my mom and dad 
are always bug- 
ging me about my 
room. In fact, I'm 
supposed to be 
cleaning my room 
right now. 
Your friend, 
Jenny Wilder- 
muth 
Port Byro, IL 


Writing us 
instead of clean- 
ing your room? 
It’s always good 
to know that our 
readers have 
their priorities 
straight, Jen. 


Carolyn Corner, Elkins, WV 


SUMMER 1993, 


Dear Simpsons Illustrated, 

Thank you for your show. 
Our oldest daughter decided 
to play saxophone like Lisa 
and is now in her second year 
of music lessons. Her version 
of “Jingle Bell Rock” is won- 
derful. 

As long as I am writing, 


& (o have you heard this one? 


Any name ending in the word 
“son” signifies “son of”: 
“Davidson” means “son of 
David,” “Johnson” means “son 
of John.” By this theory, “Simp- 
son” means “son of Simp.” 
Who was the original Simp? 


—Mary Gollihugh, 
North East, PA 


The original Simp was 
Homer Erectus who, tens of 
thousands of years ago, led 
his family down from the 
trees in hopes of finding a 
donut shop. 


Dear Mr. Groening, 
I wanted to write so I 
could tell you how much I 
enjoy The Simpsons. I have 
some questions about the char- 
acters. 
1. Why don’t Lisa, Bart, and 
Maggie have hairlines? Is it 
easier to draw? 
2. Whatever happened to 
Homer's mom? Did she die in 
childbirth? 
3. Will there ever be a Simp- 
sons movie? 
4, Will Laura (Bart's love) ever 
be on the show again? 
5. Will Maggie ever talk:on 
the show again? 
6. How much longer will the 
show be on TV? 
Your show’s the best! 
All of my friends hate it. 
Most people are too 
blind to see the morals 
of the show. My favorite 
episode 
was “New 
Kid on the 
Block.” My 
favorite 
character 
is Marge. 
Your 
show is 
the most 
realistic 
I've ever 


seen. I LOVE THE SIMPSONS! 


Simpsonly yours, 
Shana Snyder 
St. Thomas, PA 


Mary Gollihugh, 
North East, PA 


Either educate your old 
friends or get new ones, 
Shana. As for your questions: 
1. Matt likes the way they look 
without hairlines. 
2. Homer’s mom suid she was 
going to the store one day and 
never came back. 
3. Maybe, if Matt and the crew 
can find the time and if Bart 
drops his demand for a chauf- 
feur-driven monster truck to 
drive him to the set every day. 
4. Probably not, unless you 
count reruns. 
5. Only if she 
gets to write her 
own dialogue. 
6. Until Matt 
feels that 
enough people 
have been 
sufficiently 
annoyed by 
the show. 


“HOMER SNOW WHITE” Jordan Masselli, Muskegon, MI 
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COVER US, INDEED! 


Once again, you, our dear readers, have come through with flying colors. And once again our 
offices have been inundated with cartload upon cartload of artwork spawned by your twisted 
and tortured minds. On display here are a few we skimmed off the top (we could wade only so 
far into the room!). Thank you all for contributing. And no, you don’t get any prizes...just the 
everlasting glory of having your work printed here. So be thankful, ingrates! 


David Puckett, 
Cave City, KY 
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” Taopat Kao, 
New York, NY 


Dean Kenop, 
Two Rivers, WI 
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Kenny King, 
Alameda, CA 
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Jerry Hume, 
Marquette, MI 


Chris MacLennan, 
Newcastle, ME 


Wy cowl 
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Chris Lattemann, 
Oley, PA 


Dustin Hoffman, 
Oil City, PA 


Rose Davis, 
Laurel, NJ 


Rafael Bedolla, 
La Habra, CA 


Steven M. Smith 
Albuquerque, NM 
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Michelle Vega, 
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SURE. YOUVE CRACKED OPEN THE 
FRAGILE SHELL OF MY SOUL AND SPILLED 
OUT MY GIRLHOOD DREAMS TO BE 
POACHED AND FRIED AND SERVED UP 
FOR THE RAVENOUS CONSUMPTION OF 
MY UNCARING FAMILY. WHY NOT 
SCRAMBLED, TOO? 


LISA, WHAT THE HELL 
ARE YOU TALKING 
ABOUT? 


LISA, WHAT THE 
HELL ARE YOU 
TALKING ABOUT? 


BART, YOUR SISTER IS UPSET 
BECAUSE SHE WON’T BE ABLE TO 
SEE THE BIFF WESTWOOD 
CONCERT AT THE SPRINGFIELD 
AMPHITORIUM TONIGHT. 


ALL MY FRIENDS ARE GOING. IT” WE JUST CAN'T 
THE BIGGEST CULTURAL EVENT AFFORD $35 
TO HIT SPRINGFIELD SINCE THE CONCERT 
LIBRARY DECLARED AMNESTY ON TICKETS, LISA. 
OVERDUE BOOK FINES! 


, WHO CARES 
ABOUT THAT 
NO-TALENT 

' i PRE-FAB PRETTY 
BOY ANYWAY? 


Rights Reserved. Used with permission. 


WHAT DO YOU KNOW ABOUT TALENT? YOUR YOU CAN FINISH YOUR €, vi 
FAVORITE MUSICIANS HAD TO SELL THEIR BICKERING IN THE TOM PAS Eoe Ba 


SOULS TO THE DEVIL JUST TO GET A CAR, KIDS. YOUR 
a RECORD CONTRACT. FATHER IS TAKING 


} rE. YOU TO THE MALL TO 


BUY BIRTHDAY GIFTS 
DIDN'T IT? AUNT SELMA. 


HEY, IT WORKED, FOR AUNT PATTY AND 
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Read more FREE comics on ReadComicOnline 


THE MALL...(SIGH). EMBODIMENT 
OF BLAND STERILITY IN A 
CLIMATE-CONTROLLED SOCIETY, 
WHERE PATHETIC CONSUMERS 
BUY MEANINGLESS TRIFLES TO 
DISGUISE THE EMPTINESS OF 
THEIR LIVES. 
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C’MON, HOMER. JUST 
GET *EM A CARTON OF 
CIGARETTES AND LET’S 

HEAD FOR THE VIDEO 

ARCADE, MAN, 


KIDS, WHEN YOU'RE BUYING 
PRESENTS FOR YOUR 
(SHUDDER) LOVED ONES, YOU 
HAVE TO TAKE TIME TO 
SEARCH FOR THINGS THAT 
MEET THEIR SPECIAL 
NEEDS AND INTERESTS. 


tad 
GIFTS FOR THE 
FRUSTRATED SPINSTER 


BINGO! OUR JOURNEY 
OF MISERY IS OVER! ) | 


"entury Fox Fim Corporat 
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entieth Century Fox Film Corporation 
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BECAUSE | KNOW HOW 
THE DEAD SEA MONKEYS 
GOT IN GRAMPA SIMPSON’S. 
DENTURE CUP. 


HELL BE THERE 
“TILL THE MUSTARD 
RUNS OUT. COME ON, 

LET’S HIT THE 


BART, THIS IS MY ONLY CHANCE 
TO SEE BIFF WESTWOOD IN 
PERSON! | NEED YOU BY MY SIDE, 
SO YOU CAN CALL THE 
PARAMEDICS WHEN | FAINT. 


GIRLS! GIRLS! PM BIFF’S MANAGER. 
PLEASE BE PATIENT. I'M SURE HELL 
BE HERE ANY MINUTE. 
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IF PM LUCKY, THE NEW 

VIDEO 

UH, | BETTER GO ENCRUSTE: 
St 


SEE HOW THE 
PRETZELMEISTER 


Q\ BS 


20 SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED 


UNS 


a 
we 


\n 


PD Licensep 
yg MERCHANDISE 


GS 


SUMMER 1993 


ONCE AGAIN THE 
INDIVIDDAL ARTIST 
FALLS VICTIM TO THE 


(GASP) BART! IT WAS 
YOU! HOW COULD YOU DO 
SUCH A THING?! 


INLY | 


IF Ol 
COULD HAVE 


THAT WAS 
THE CRAZIEST 
STUNT PVE 
EVER SEEN, 
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| THOUGHT THOSE GIRLS WERE 
GONNA LYNCH ME. YOU REALLY 
SAVED MY BACON. AND TO SHOW = BART, | TAKE BACK ALL 
MY APPRECIATION, HERE'S THOSE TERRIBLE THINGS | 
TWO FREE TICKETS TO SAID ABOUT YOU, IF IT 
TONIGHT’S CONCERT! WEREN'T FOR YOU, WE 
WOULDN'T BE HEREL 
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Thave known Matt Groening longer than I'd care to remember. He has been mak- 
ing me laugh and getting me into trouble since grade school. We were kicked 
off our school newspaper, and elected to student government. We formed the in- 
famous Banana Gang and its rival, the Teens for Decency, as well as the 
Komiax Appreciation Klub, an organization devoted to publicizing and reporting 
elaborate conferences and raucous parties that never took place. Due to the statute 
of limitations I am unable to reveal more recent events, but I can tell you that 
he was partially responsible for my changing my name for four years. 


—Jamie Angell 


THE EARLY YEARS OF STRUGGLE: Angell (left) and Groening intentionally writing 
the worst poetry imaginable to submit to the high school literary magazine. 


MATT GROENING: Question? 

SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED: Question? 
GROENING: I'm waiting. 

‘SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED: Oh! All right. I 
thought you were just... ummm... oh. 
GROENING: I'm not gonna rant. Have to 
respond. 

‘SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED: I'd rather 
you rant, but... . What do you 
hope The Simpsons does to peo- 
ple who watch it? 
GROENING: Well, you know how 
irritating it is when other peo- 
ple try to change you? 
SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED: Mm- 
hmm. 

GROENING: But trying to change 
other people — that is one of 
the greatest delights in the 
world. So I try to delight my- 
self. 

SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED: Can 
you change them? 

GROENING: Irritate them. I 
mean change them. 
SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED: 
Irritate and change them. 
GROENING: It’s always fun — 
kids know this — to tell a 
joke that makes all the kids 
laugh but which confuses and annoys 
the teacher. And that’s what I try to do 
as a grown-up — entertain part of the 
audience and annoy another part. I 
don’t want to get too scientific, but you 
can divide people into two groups: the 
Daffy Ducks and the Elmer Fudds. The 
Daffys are the people who laugh and 
annoy other people, and the Elmers 
are the ones who don’t laugh and get 
annoyed. And there's plenty of ‘em. 
SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED: That's true. 
GROENING: Which makes life very fun. 
Cause if you're a Daffy Duck, you must 
try to provoke the Elmer Fudds. The 
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fact is, Elmers are annoying too, so if 

you can annoy them back, and also 

make the Daffys happy, then you not 

only feel entertained, you also feel . . . 

morally superior. 

SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED: When did you 
first get an inkling of 


“You can divide 
people into 
two groups: 

Daffy Ducks and 

Elmer Fudds.” 
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this Elmer/Daffy theory? 
GROENING: It happened in the first 
grade, when kids are pretty innocent lit- 
tle creatures. We were all standing in 
a circle out on the playground, and 
Mrs. Hoover said, “Quiet, children,” 
and I, in my youthful exuberance, let 
loose with this high-pitched shriek. 
And Mrs. Hoover said, 
“All right, who blew 
that whistle?” Well, 
there was no whistle, 
it was just me shriek- 
ing, so I clammed up, 
and Mrs. Hoover went 
crazy searching the kids 
for the whistle. It was 
quite amusing. She 
couldn’t believe that 
these little six-year-olds 
were denying they knew 
who had that whistle. But 
there was no whistle. That 
was the crafty part. 
‘SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED: So 
you kind of stumbled into 
it. 
GROENING: And the rest of 
my life has been blowing in- 
visible whistles and making 
people wonder. 

‘SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED: Did 
you find you had any allies, or were 
you pretty much blowing a whistle by 
yourself? 

GROENING: Well, you were a co-con- 
spirator, Jamie. And The 
Simpsons is staffed by a bunch of peo- 
ple who you can tell were wisen- 
heimers when they were kids. 
SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED: Was it more 
difficult to be a Daffy Duck when you 
were younger? 

GROENING: Too many school rules are 
arbitrarily assigned just because grown- 
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ups feel kids should be controlled. Most 
kids are creative and 
rambunctious enough 
to realize that these 
rules are stupid, but 
they instinctively 
humor adults. There are 
some great, dedicated 
teachers out there work- 
ing under appalling con- 
ditions, and they need all 
the support they can get. 
But even the outstanding 
teachers often get en- 
gulfed by the edicts from 
above, which makes their 
good work that much more 
difficult. 

And over the years the 
good teachers and the kids 
are gradually forced to buck- 
le down and comply with ar- 
bitrary authority. It seems the 
main rule that traditional 
schools teach is how to sit in 
rows quietly, which is perfect training 
for grown-up work in a dull office or 
factory, but not so good for education. 

And what a few of us did is realize, 

Hey, that’s not the life for us — so we 
started trying to entertain ourselves. 
Sometimes that entertainment took the 
form of pointless pranks and dimwitted 
wisecracking. But some of it was more 
creative. We did puppet shows, drew 
cartoons, wrote plays, made movies, 
drew comic books, and all the rest. 
SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED: If, as a kid, 
most everyone has a sense that things 
are screwy, how is it that, as adults, we 
perpetuate the screwiness? 
GROENING: Well, most grown-ups forget. 
what it was like to be a kid. I vowed 
that I would never forget. I also found 
child’s play — stuff that was not con- 
sidered serious, but goofy — was the 
stuff I liked to do, so I still do it as an 
adult. Living creatively is really im- 
portant to maintain throughout your 
life. And living creatively doesn't mean 
only artistic creativity, although that’s 
part of it. It means being yourself, not 
just complying with the wishes of 
other people. 

The dismal reality is that a lot of 
people have to work at crummy jobs 
that they don’t want to do. But even if 
you have a crummy job, you have to 
save a part of yourself, maybe a secret 
part, and do the things you want, so 
that you can be yourself. I'd like to 
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“Most grown-ups 
forget what it 
was like to be 
akid. | vowed 
| would never 

forget.” 


think that’s one of the hidden messages 
of The Simpsons. It’s a show about 
people who don't know that secret, but 
the making of the show is an example 
of that secret. Sometimes people get 
mad at The Simpsons’ subversive story 
telling, but there’s another message in 
there, which is a celebration of making 
wild, funny stories. 

SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED: Why is it that 
so many people think the Simpsons are 
bad role models? 

GROENING: A lot of people believe that if 
everybody just did what they were told — 
obeyed — everything would be fine. But 
that’s not what life is all about. That's not 
real. It’s never going to happen. 
SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED: Then why do 
they believe it? 


GROENING: I’m not sure. 
Psychologically, you know, as in- 
fants, we think we're omnipotent. 
We think we've created the uni- 
verse and that everything re- 
sponds to our whims. Then 
lousy reality sets in. We find out 
that the world does not corre- 
spond to our vision, and some 
of us continue to fight back 
for the rest of our lives. I’m 
not saying that people on the 
other side are wrong. I just 
think theirs is not an attitude 
which brings any kind of pro- 
found happiness. In fact, if 
anything, it brings profound 
unhappiness. 

SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED: It 
seems like they're trying to 
live some idea of a correct, 
life rather than living their 

own life. 

GROENING: One of the things Ilike to do 
is make up stories that I would have en- 
joyed when I was a kid. So, ifI'm think- 
ing about an audience, it's usually a 
younger version of myself. When I 
watch The Simpsons I think, “Man, I 
would've really liked this cartoon when 
Iwas a kid.” 

If I could speak from the future to 
my younger self, I'd say a couple of 
things: Keep your spirits up, because 
things are going to get a lot better when 
you get out of high school. You're going 
to meet a lot more people who are in- 
terested in creative weirdness as a so- 
cial activity. And: Save your work! No 
matter how stupid you think it is at the 
time. Keep a diary. Keep drawing. Save 
your art. Save your comic books. 
Especially save your comic books. 
SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED: Yeah. 
Definitely. Boy. 

GROENING: And put the stuff in a card- 
board box and keep it in your closet. 
And when you go away to college, or to 
your job at the oyster-shucking factory, 
don’t let your mom throw it away — 
take it with you. And don’t touch any of 
the stuff in the box until you've washed 
the oyster juice off your hands. 
‘SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED: What else do 
you.do outside The Simpsons? 
GROENING: I draw a weekly comic strip 
called Life in Hell, which is syndicated 
in about 250 newspapers. That's what I 
did before The Simpsons, and what 1 
plan to do for the rest of my life. 
SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED: What do you 
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use to draw your strip? 
GROENING: I use Rotring rapidograph 
pens, which come with easy-to-change 
ink cartridges. The pens are color- 
coded — I use the blue one (.70) to 
draw the characters and dialog, the 
brown one (.50) to draw very tiny let- 
tering, and the orange one (2.0) to draw 
dialog balloons and the edges of the 
frames. I draw it twice as large as it’s 
printed, on two-ply Bristol paper, and 
shrink it down. When you shrink things 
down, it reduces the wobbliness of the 
lines — and I need all the help I can get. 
Tused to use a Koh-I-Noor Artpen, 
the one with a yellow barrel and a very 
flexible nib, but the company stopped 
making it, and didn’t respond to my 
desperate plea to buy any extras lying 
around the warehouse. If anyone out 
there knows how! can get this pen, or 
at least its nibs, please contact 
Simpsons 
Illustrated. A 
frustrated car- 
toonist will be 
very grateful. 
SIMPSONS ILLUS- 
TRATED: What did 
you draw with 
when you were a 
kid? 
GROENING: Felt-tip 
pens, which are re- 
ally fun to draw 
with, but I warn 
you: they fade. 
Eventually the ink 
will disappear. 
You've got to draw 
on good paper, too. 
Otherwise, the paper 
will turn as yellow as 
the Simpsons, and 
eventually crumble. 
‘SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED: 
Did you plan to become a cartoonist? 
GROENING; I never thought that I would, 
because all my friends could draw bet- 
ter than I could, except you. 
(Bemused laughter) 
SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED: And that’s the 
truth. 
(Frivolity continues) 
GROENING: I met Lynda Barry at The 
Evergreen State College — cool place, 
no grades — and she was drawing 
crazy cartoons at the time. Her car- 
toons were so wild, they inspired me to 
continue plugging away. 
‘SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED: What other in- 


spirations do you draw on? 
GROENING: I love checking out just 
about everything that’s put out for en- 
tertainment and intellectual consump- 
tion: music, art, movies, TV, literature, 
advertising, pinball machines, bubble 
gum cards, cereal boxes, black velvet 
portraits of the Smurfs. I try not to let 
anything in our culture be either too 
high or too low for me. I have a little 
trouble with stuff at the very bottom at 
the pile, the mean, ugly stuff. And I 
also have real problems with 19th-cen- 
tury French art songs. 

SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED: Clearly, you 
make a lot of references to popular cul- 
ture, both high and low, in The 
Simpsons. 

GROENING: That’s not just me. A lot of 
talented writers work on the show, 
half of them 


“Don’t touch 
any of the stuff 
in the box until 
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Harvard geeks. And you know, when 
you study the semiotics of Through 
the Looking Glass or watch every 
episode of Star Trek, you've got to 
make it pay off, so you throw a lot of 
study references into whatever you do 
Jater in life. 

SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED: How do you 
feel about the magnitude of The 
Simpsons’ success? 

GROENING: It’s impossible to keep in 
mind how many millions of people 
watch TV. The numbers continue to 
stagger me. Another staggering thing is 
the huge number of people who have 
jobs because of The Simpsons. It’s 
spun off into merchandising, books, 
syndication, advertising, law suits, and 
this magazine. These freakish little doo- 
dies keep a lot of people gainfully em- 
ployed, at least part-time. 

SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED: Hallelujah. 
GROENING: The Simpsons is an espe- 
cially collaborative show. Jim Brooks, 
a true genius, gave me my first break on 
The Tracey Ulman Show, and he's 
always fought to maintain a level of 
emotional realism in The Simpsons 
when the temptation is to just go 
wacky. I'm grateful to Mike Reiss and 
Al Jean, who are brilliantly funny 
workaholic writers, a rare combina- 
tion. They pushed the show into more 
ambitious and complicated areas. And 
the writers, despite eating habits al- 
most as grotesque as my own [see 
“Trapped! In a Room Full of Junk Food: 
A Conversation with the Writers of The 
Simpsons,” Simpsons Illustrated, Vol. 
1, No. 4, Winter 1992] have also been 
unbelievably great: Jon Vitti, George 
Meyer, Jeff Martin, John Swarztwelder, 
David Stern, Frank Mula, Conan 
O’Brien, Jay Kogen, and Wally 
Wolodarsky. 

We've got a mostly new gang of 
writer/producers for next season, and 
in general they have much healthier 
eating habits, so we'll see if the show 
suffers. 

SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED: Do you have 
the same appreciation for the show’s 
animation? 

GROENING: Because good writing in a 
TV cartoon is so rare, I think the ani- 
mation on The Simpsons is often over- 
looked. But the job the directors do — 
under a grueling schedule — is always 
amazing. It’s easy to get complacent 
about the visuals on the show, since 
we don’t do a lot of dazzling animation 
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effects that call attention 
to this goofy medium. 
But the acting, sense of 
place, and pacing are 
all top-notch. David 
Silverman and Wes 
Archer have been with 
Bart since the prehis- 
toric days, and over 
the years they've 
been joined by Brad 
Bird, Rich Moore, 
Mark Kirkland, Jim 
Reardon, Jeff Lynch, 
and Carlos Baeza, 
all of whom have 
distinctive styles 
and odd quirks that 
make the show un- 
predictable. 

But it’s not 
just the writers 
and animators. 
The actors ad-lib stuff that goes into 
the show. When you see Harry Shearer 
do both Mr. Burns and Smithers in the 
same scene, it’s frightening. And Hank 
Azaria, who does the voice of Apu and 
Moe, always cracks me up. Then there’s 
Dan Castellaneta, Julie Kavner, 
Yeardley Smith, and Nancy Cartwright, 
who are perfect. 

And of course there are the be- 
hind-the-scenes people who rarely get 
attention: Alf Clausen, our composer, 
who keeps knocking out fantastic 
scores; Mark McJimsey, who edits the 
show day and night; and casting direc- 
tor Bonnie Pietila, who lines up all the 
great guests we have. I'll continue this 
list in my next interview. 

SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED: Is there any- 
thing that you're able to do with the 
magazine that you can’t do with the 
show? 

GROENING: The thing that makes me 
happiest about Simpsons Illustrated 
are all the drawings that we get from 
readers. I wish we could print them all. 
They're really imaginative. They show 
a lot of hard work. Steve and Cindy 
Vance, Peter Alexander and I look at. 
every one of them and we can’t believe 
it. We just want to say to everyone who 
has sent in a drawing: “Thank you so 
much! You really make us happy.” And 
again, save your drawings. Don’t throw 
them away. 

SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED: Is there some- 
thing you have yet to achieve that you 
want very badly? 


GROENING: I think the world is almost 


ready for a Simpsons amusement park. 
We'll call it Simpsons World, of course. 
The centerpiece will be Homer 
Mountain. You'll enter Itchy & Scratchy 
Land at your own risk. And you'll be 
able to eat heavily-salted snack treats in 
the head of the 600-foot-high statue of 
Bart Simpson. 

SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED: Wow. Maybe 
his teeth could rotate. 

GROENING: His whole head will rotate. 
We'll build this in the center of Los 
Angeles, and at night Bart’s jumbo spot- 
light eyes will shine into mansions in 
Beverly Hills. And we'll have a blimp in 
the shape of Marge Simpson hovering 
over the city, making annoyed Marge 
murmurs through giant loudspeakers 
hidden in her hairdo. 

SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED: What other 
stuff do you like? 

GROENING: I love the work of Gary 
Panter, who does William & Percy for 
this magazine, and John Kricfalusi, who 
created Ren & Stimpy. I'm really look- 
ing forward to seeing what he does 
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next. I'm always intrigued by people 
who have a unique vision that they ex- 
press musically. I've liked Frank Zappa 
since I was a kid. I also like a Jamaican 
screwball named Lee “Scratch” Perry, 
Sun Ra and his Solar Myth Arkestra, 
Captain Beefheart, Daniel Johnston, 
Yma Sumac, Perez Prado, Olivier 
Messiaen, Holger Czukay, Bob Wills 
and His Texas Playboys. 
SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED: What books 
influenced you when you were a kid? 
GROENING: As a little kid I loved Dr. 
Seuss. Later I got into Mark Twain, 
Catcher in the Rye, by J. Edgar Hoover, 
I mean J. D. Salinger. Catch 22, by 
Joseph Heller. Who else? P.G. 
Wodehouse, James Thurber, S.J. 
Perelman, Robert Benchley, Jean 
Shepard. One of my main influences 
was Cartooning the Head And figure 
by Jack Hamm, which demonstrated 
on page 3 that you can evoke all sorts 
of emotions with the crudest little ink 
squiggles. 
SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED: What’s com- 
ing up? 
GROENING: Simpsons Comics & Stories 
was a smash, so Steve and Cindy Vance, 
Bill Morrison, and I are scheming to 
figure out how to do comic books ona 
regular schedule. Any interest out there 
for a Radioactive Man comic book? 
The next Life in Hell book will be 
Binky’s Guide to Love, a sequel to Love 
Is Hell, and someday I'd like to animate 
the rabbits and Akbar & Jeff for TV. A 
book called Bart’s Guide to Life will 
also be coming out next fall, and maybe 
someday we'll do a Simpsons movie. 
Any more questions? 
SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED: No, I think 
that’s pretty much it. 
GROENING: This interview is gonna be 
very, like, especially towards the end, 
very, you know, rambling and discur- 
sive. 
SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED: That's okay. I 
mean —. 
GROENING: But make it easy on yourself. 
You don't have to type up the stuff that 
you know is not going to be in there. 
SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED: In conclusion, 
what do you want on your tombstone? 
GROENING: I don’t want Bart Simpson. 
SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED: How about a 
tombstone shaped like Bart Simpson? 
GROENING: Uh oh. 
SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED: Little pointy 
head. With spikes, 
GROENING: Ahh. My destiny. 
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FIG, 1 ~ Take the top 

sheet off the bed and 


lay it loosly over the 


fitted bottom sheet. : 
Tuck the top half under 
the mattreds sit leeks 
FIG. 1 Ikea fited bottom 
FIG. 2 ~ Fold the bot tom 


half up to look like a 
oral top sheet, 
creating a pocket for a 
person to Fin 


FIGIS = Ta camouflage 
i anion esrmekeoe 
the rest of the bed as 


d 
eh er 
FIG. 4 When the 
unsuspecting person tries 
to ge to beat theyll only 
be able to fit in halfway! 


From the Worlds 
Leading Authority on Everything, it's 


BART SIMPSON’S 


A measly $10 
at your local bookstore this summer 
or call toll-free 1 (800) 331-3761. 
Major credit cards accepted. 


& HarperPerennial 


A Division of HarperCollinsPublishers 
$8 14 A. © 1093 WENTIETH CENTURY FOX FLA CORPORATION. ALL NGHTS RESERVED 


FROM THE CREATOR OF “AN AMERICAN TAIL” 


VENICHENER 


tom NY 


~~ COMING SOON TO A THEATRE NEAR YOU 


Kes on 
imps 
art HTP sons CO 


CITY OF SPRINGFIELD 
RETAIL SALES PERMIT 


ISSUED TO: 


APUSNAHASAPEEMAPE! 
MANAGER, KWIK-E- 


CITY CLERK 


One of our staff's favorite 
games was Bart's Nightmare! 


Imaginative twists and turns 
of the TV show are everywhere 
in this game.. 
-Nintendo Power 


An SNES 
Dream Come True! 
7: ~Game Players 


* : ENTERTAINMENT 
5 “ WEEKLY'S 
» : =f, #1 VIDEO GAME! 
es 


OR BARTS 
GHTMARE! 


PLAY THE GAME REVIEWERS ARE LOSING SLEEP OVER! 
Battle the mighty Homer Kong in the game Game Players called “An SNES 
Dream Come True!” Enter the world of Itchy and Scratchy in Entertainment 
Weekly's #1 rated SNES video game! Vanquish vile villains as Bartman in 
one of Video Games and Computer Entertainment staff's “favorite games!” 


Check out the amazing eye-popping graphics, Bart's real digitized voice, 
dazzling action and game play that'll keep you up all night! 


Alain _ SUPER NINTENDO 


TATENTAINM ENT STSTEM 


entertainment, Inc 


The Simpsons and Characters TM & ‘Twentieth Century Fox Fim Corporation, All ights reserved. Nintendo®, Super Nintendo 
Entertainment System* and the official seals are ragistered trademarks of Nintendo of America inc. Acclaim’ is argisteted trademark 
of Acclaim Entertainment, Inc. © 1993 Acclaim Entertainment, Inc. All ights reserved. 


1993 edition 


seball cards 


we 
4 


Allonew design ———_ 


New WAction Baseball” ae 
gam ecard 


Randomly inserted 
“Nickmeame’’ subset 


/ 


Trivia Questions, 
Fun Facts ag 


Player Ques 


f Rew, Little Hotshots 
Vie SO ETT Action 


Te ean cana 
? 


a 7 


© 1993 Leaf, Inc., Bannockburn, IL 60015 means collecting fun 


“\ NONSTOP CRESCENDO OF MINDLESS VOLENCE...YOU’LL STAND UP AND CHEER!” 
The Springtield Shopper 


A CAT...A MOUSE... 
A CATASTROPHE! 


53% NEW FOOTAGE! 


ROGER MYERS presents AN ITCHY & SCRATCHY INTERNATIONAL PRODUCTION 
starring ITCHY THE MOUSE as “icy” ano SCRATCHY THE CAT as “scrarcuy” 
Coe) rearurinc DOZENS OF BIG STARS WHO WON'T LET US USE THEIR REAL NAMES 
“ays Y AND A SPECIAL APPEARANCE BY TROY McCLURE as “THE MAN WITH THE DYNAMITE IN HIS MOUTH” 

“app GV-100| aus 


a Se 
UR ck 


Seal ua. 


tl 
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DR. BART EXPLAINS 3-D 20: Iti not that diffieut.. 3 
READERS’ ART: Draw your own conclusions «4 


fe / / 3-D COVER: Exploring new depths ...9 
if iy iff 3-D PHOTOS: Just like being there ...10 
Lf. / 


if / PULLOUT: Suspended animation... 16 
/ [ SIMPSONS CARTOON: Same family. different debacle... 18 


\, ITCHY & SCRATCHY CARTOON: It hurts just to look... 22 
MAGGIE CARTOON: What's she Trying To tell us?... 24 
BART'S DREAM HOUSE: Now this is living!... 26 
ARNOLD: As ever, a man for the 90's... 29 
MORE CARTOONS: Who needs reality? ... 31 


ITCHY & SCRATCHY’S TOP 40: 


Two sore thumbs up... 32 


ALL 3-D SEPARATIONS: 
BY RAY ZONE/THE 3-D ZO} 


Read more FREE comics on ReadComicOnline 


ONCE THE SPECIALLY TREATED 
BI-OPTIC GLASSES (1) ARE IN 
PLACE, THE CARTOONOGRAPHIC 
IMAGE CAN THEN BE VIEWED BY 
THE EYEBALLEROIDS (2). THE 
IMAGE IS THEN TRANSMUTATED 
TO THE BRAIN’S FOYER (3). FROM 
THERE, THE BI-OPTIC LENSES 
CAUSE THE IMAGE FROM THE 
LEFT EYE TO BE BEAMED TO 
INNER CRANIUM (4) AND THE 
IMAGE FROM THE RIGHT EYE TO 
BE BEAMED TO THE OUTER 
GERANIUM (5). THE BRAIN, BEING: 
THE FOOL ORGAN THAT IT IS, 
THINKS IT?S SEEING EVERYTHING 
TWICE! THE MEDICAL TERM FOR 
THIS PHENOMENON IS "BLINKUS 
OF THE THINKUS," BUT WE KNOW 
IT MORE COMMONLY AS 3-D! 


VIEW STRAIGHT ON IN BRIGHT LIGHT. THE LONGER( YOU LOOK, THE STRONGER THE 3-D EFFECT WILL BE. 
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JUTh 


We want your mail...your pictures, 
your poetry, your prose. We’re 
eager to see your reactions to The 
Simpsons and Simpsons Illus- 
trated. So what are you waiting 
for? Address all correspondence 
to Junk Mail, Welsh Publishing 
Group, 300 Madison Ave., New 
York, NY 10017. yal 


Etienne 


L's Bourque-Viens 


cae 
Voi lo 


st Medaxne 
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moat il 


Jou aot 


Goldilocks look 


by Cathe McNiel Windswept look 


a 4 D4 
ey Ss 


IG 
{ Whoopi look 
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1992 ANNUAL 


Kb IE ROT Ff SUB M EWN! 1 


GET YOUR 
OWN COPY, 
MAN! 
SUBSCRIBE! 


Hey, what do you think this is, 
a lending library? Just send 
us $9.97, and for the next 
year you won't have to 

beg your friends for their 
Simpsons Illustrated. Just 
think of how smug and 
self-important you'll feel when 
people ask to borrow your copy. 
You can tell them to subscribe, too! 


Complete & mail this form to: 
SIMPSONS™ ILLUSTRATED, P.O. BOX 10195, Des Moines, IA 50340 
YES, | want more out of life! Rush me SIMPSONS™ ILLUSTRATED. 


Name 
Address 


1 

! 

I 

I 

! 

' City, State, Zip Code 

1 [have enclosed payment as follows 
One year subscription $ 397 

| State sales tax (if applicable) = § ___ 

I County sales tax (if applicable) $ —__ 

| TOTALAMOUNTDUE = $: 

I You may charge my credit card $9.97 plus opplicable sales tax as follows 

| 

I 

I 

! 

| 


LOvisa [MASTERCARD Card # 


Exp. Date Signature 
Checks ond money orders should be mode poyable to SIMPSONS™ ILLUSTRATED. Offer goad only in 
the U.S,, U.S, Possessions and APO/FPO. The magazine will be mciled five times a year (Winter, Spring, 
Summer, Fall and Annual issues) Please allow 8:10 weeks for service of your order. Basic subscription 
price is $12.50. The Simpsons TM and © 1990 Twentieth Century Fax Film Corporation. 


matt 
GROENING 


‘The Simpsons TM and © 1990 Twentieth Century Fox Film Corporation 


BERING CSCENES 


The Simpsons’ third season got underway with a premiere 
party at Kelbo’s Restaurant in West Los Angeles. 
Clockwise from top left: The of ficial premiere cake awaits 
the hungry guests; Simpsons creator Matt Groening 
(center, with festive lei) meets the media; executive 
producer James L. Brooks gets a laugh during the 
scréening of the season's first episode; Yeardley Smith, 
the voice of Lisa. 


3-D PHOTOS: BY GARY SCHWARTZ 
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Dan Castellaneta, the voice of Homer, during an after-dinner 
karaoke per formance; Fox public 
Julie Kavner, the voice of Marge; Nancy Cartwright, the 
voice of Bart. soon to deliver her second child, talks with 
an interviewer; animation director David Silverman (left) 


with multi-voiced Harry Shearer (C. ek a, 


Burns. Dr. Hibbert. Kent Brockman, and more). 
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Guest voice Steve Allen strikes 2 3D pose; layout artist 


Martin Archer (left) and his brother. animation director 
Wes Archer; Gabor Csupo and his wife. Arlene Klasky, of 
Klasky-Csupo Animation ; guest voice George Takai, Star 
Trek's Mr. Sulu. 
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Where The Simpsons’ images come from—Tthe men 
and women of Klasky~Csupo Animation in Hollywood: 
(clockwise from top left) director Mark Kirkland; 
director Carlos Baeza (standing) and character 
layout artist Tony Bell; director Rich Moore; 

editor Don Barrozo (left) and director Jim 


Reardon; assistant director Alan Smart. 
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Character design supervisor Dale Hendrickson; character layout 


artist Jen Kamerman; character layout artist Mark Ervin; 


production coordinator Miles Horst (sitting) and animator timer 
Neil Affleck (standing); character layout artist Matt Luhn. 


Background cleanup artist Trevor Johnson; 
background layout artist Debbie Silver; 
color designer supervisor Carol Wyatt; 
painter Cookie Tricarico; background layout 
artist Sarah Frost. 


WHOA! TOTALLY 
DIMENSIONAL, MAN! 


rye \ LET'S SEE -- WE'VE FORMED THE 
A WG's Nese : HAMBURGER PATTIES, BUTTERED 
= THE BUNS, MADE THE POTATO SALAD, 
MIKED THE DIP, BAKED THE BEANS, 
SHUCKED THE CORN, WASHED OUR 
g Ogata! AND BY SPECIAL REQUEST-~ 
x02 = 


= 


GRo 


REMEMBER HOW HE RAN OUT 

K sei COAL STARTER? ALL 

» BIG FOURTH OF JULY, : =! ca THE STORES WERE SOLD 
RED-WHITE-AND-BLACK -AND- es OUT, OF COURSE, 
BLUE WRESTLE-A-THON, TOO! tL. A 


3 
E 
& 
E 
L 
i 
: 
2 
t 
i 
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ER, NEED ANYTHING FROM THE ? 
is } HMM, BETTER GET SOME 
RINDS? PICKLES? BEER? 2 MORE MUSTARD. BACK IN 
4 A FLASH. 


» TAT Eden 


NO, WE HAVE PLENTY OF & |) 
EVERYTHING, HOMEY, BUT } | 
THAN! 


Ass 


Dlincvollns 


veel 


FLANDERS ARE GONE FOR THE STARTER FLUID. 


— 
aR L ¢ THAT'S THE WAY, BOY. 
p COME ON, KIDS. THE W\ (DON’T BE STINGY WITH 


STARTER 
FLUID--! 


NOW YOU KIDS STAND BACK. 
SOMETIMES THESE THINGS 
FLARE UP A LITTLE, 


yeerved. The Simpeons © & ™ Twentoth Conlury Fox Film Corporation. All Rights Recorved. Used with permiasion, 


HEH-HEH. CHILDREN 
ARE SO CUTE oP 
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WHAT WORRIES ME IS, THIS. 
HAS ALL THE EARMARKS OF 
FAMILY, 
IN 


> 


eee 


1p80n8 © & ™ Twontieth Century Foe Film Corporatio. All Rights Reserved, Used wih permission. 


Greening Productions, inc 


BLINKIE BONUS! 
ION TO 3-D, THIS COMIC STRIP CONTAINS 
LS, CALLED “BLINKIES.” WEARING 


GUINT TV SATELLITE DISH Ay 
Picks uP 497 CHANNELS 


|| Gott every issue of 
Cuaeie Man") 


ADVERTISEMENT 


= A LAST! 


Sac eS 
| ane 


mPSonS 


$10 paperback 
vailable at your local bookstore or call toll-free 
gh laa NerB00) 331. BTCA. Halo aret cardrncrapthel 


ARLIOLD warkowty Avoins A THRASHING_ Oe. 1 CeAl&® Baerven- 


a OKAY. Hey/ Arno! ) 


“ GOING TO BE 
M uP OR WHAT? 
HIM Vv HAT 2 | 


AND You suouLs NEVER 
EAT UP CRAZY PEOPLE 


GIVE ME 0 
GooP REASO 


HELLO L 
My RAGTIME 


SIEND (MEM iKISS By Wee 
M HEART'S ON FIRES 


- o ANP TELL V 
BS) HONEY, YOULL, ” je Me, Me rm 
AND YOU'LL BE € 4 


1992 ANNUAL SIMPSONS ILLUSTRATED 29 


Ms- 
Musso 
The 
Principal 


of Pain. 


Lemmer 
A Snake 
in the Class. 


Panlicr: ss 
Suchss 

His main allies 

in High School 

‘Terrorism. 


Sister & 
The major thorn & 
in his side. 


> 


SUNDAYS 7:30/6:30PM series LEM 


THE FAMILY CIRCUS, By Bil Keane 


‘SARTOONS 


AMERICA’S NEWSPAPER CARTOONS HAVE 
) ADDED A NEW DIMENSION — FREQUENT 
VISITS FROM THE SIMPSONS. THEY’RE 


“Why can talk like that? 


LIABLE TO TURN UP IN THE ODDEST PLACES. Bart Simpson does!" 


Reprinted with special permission of King Features Syndicates, Ine. 


“FAMICIAI2Z STORY" Bie Siren 


| GUESS ALL WISE- CRACKING, 

POS T- NUCLEAR, DYSFUNCTIONAL 

FAMILIES ARE EQUALLY 
FESTIVE ToMme!! 


AND MARCY'S | / 2i9ey, 1 THINK 
KNOWING SNEEZ || You're miKING 
BRINGS ME TOTH'g ) UP "THE age) 
(21 oF an J SONS” wit} 
f arene THE “BUNDYS” 


CHUCKLE! 


ig ys 


rey Word ngs reserved Dstibuedy King Featves Syrdcate 


MARVIN 


I THINK WE'RE GOING TO 
HAVE TO MONITOR MARVIN'S 
TV VIEWING A LITTLE 
CLOSER, JEFF 


I DON'T LIKE THE NEGATIVE 
INFLUENCE CERTAIN 
SS HAVE ON HIM 


we Aneres Byresia ie A) Rega Resend 
V 


Reprinted with special permission of North America Syndicate, Inc 


BRINGING UP FATHER By Frank Johnson 
‘OOOH !LOOK AT IHIN! HE LOOKS J Y NEWMAN |§ 
LIKE THAT FAMOUS TV STAR! REDFORD 2]: 
x GIBSON2 }2 
a ah 
3 : 
C ; j 
new H z 
Se i 
= - = 
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1. Random acts of mindless violence. 
2. Things that go SPLAT! 
3. Booby traps. 
4, Subdural hematomas. 


4a 
5. El Supremo exploding cigars. 
6. Blunt instruments. 


f 
7. Sharp objects. 
8. Overseas animation. 
9. Short fuses. 
10, Mindless acts of random violence. 


IL. Sledgehammers. 
12. The timeless fashion statement of white gloves with 
rolled cuffs & little black lines on the back. - 
13. Anvils. \ 
14. Things that go BLAMIE 
15. The second amendment. J)) 
16. Running amok. 
17. Wreaking havoc. 
18. Desert Storm. 
=——-——_ 19. Things that go KER~CHUNK'!! 
20. Residuals. 


6 


21. Rumpus rooms. 
22. Cruelty. 

23. Frat boys. 

24. Bazookas. 
25. Sound effects. 
26. Sticks of dynamite that can be easily 

mistaken for birthday candles. 

27. Things that go KA~BLOOEUIlt 
28. Highly unstable, hair~trigger, spring-loaded catapults. f 
. Arnold Schwarzenegger. 

30. Chain saws. 

31. Lax gun~control legislation. 


33. Carl Stalling. 
34. Fire axes. 
35. Unnatural disasters. 
36. Big wooden mallets. 
37. Nhilism. 
38, Violent acts of random mindlessness. 
39, Impressionable young minds. 
40. Cartoons with no redeeming moral values. 


FOR YOUR NES AND GAME BOY" 


Gangwayman!’s Bartmania he way frou" aml and # ‘Looking for some wild ead [a helper 


THE 
SimPSons 
BUTIS TE 


- for your NES:” For Simpsons” antics on the go, join 2¢ as they 


“ea 


intheir all-new NES” adventure Homer has his hands full vacationing 


at the Krusty Sphinx but maybe 
Bartman can save the day in 


ae WORLD. Itsaltout mayhem aroun the a 


to as Bums and Smithers try to 


? . Look for Bart as 


Ironfist Burns has some special 

plans for his “happy campers” 

in “Escape from Camp Deadly” 
for Game Boy! 


Only Bart can save Springfield from 
the alien invasion in “Bart vs. the 
Space Mutants” for your NES! 


Aiaim 


The Simpsons™ 1M & © 1981 Twentieth Century Fo 
Uiadematkof clan Eneraimen, ie © 1981 Acc 


SIMPSONS 


COMICS AND STORIES 


$2.95 


Kod 
x 4 


> 


vers, or whatever) for you to put in the 
blanks. But don’t let them see the page 'til it's 
Butterfinger, you can do it over and over!) 
S: 
beady-eyed, boneless, wrinkly 
Dns am re, Ea aap 
- rele ft 
Noun pork nd dorknob,sptla 

been waiting for: the class 
trip to the Museum of 


ADVERTISEMENT Help us finish this story, Find some 
finished! When all the spaces are filled in, 
you'll have a bizarre but definitely cool story 

Exclamation ...... Whoa, mama; Cowabungal; Gadzooks! 
At last! The day that Bart, Millhouse, 
and pean 
Natocal == es 
(adjective) 
History! Bart couldn't wait 


B T iS friends and ask @m to call out words (nouns, 
you can read aloud. (Hint: If you use a pencil, 
Grama of person in room) 
to see the dinosaur 


< 
= and the 
ancient ns Bird 
with the long __. 
(body part) 
Everything was until 


(adjective) 


the class reached “The History of 
Man’ exhibit. While . the tour guide, was 


(adjective) son in room) (a 


(other 
the saa exhibit, Bart took a bite of his ‘ 
cama egy Prin!” sal “Gi [Butterfinger ‘° 
(exclamation) (vegetable) brant” said ame name) Gimme that Butterfinger; i 


Matr Groene 


; describing 


“No way.____~face!” Bart shoutedas he ducked into a crowd of 
(adjective) (plural noun) 
The guide searched the whole 
(adjective) (adverb) 


museum, but couldrit find Bart or his [Butterfinger . But as 


he passed the ancient aS exhibit, the guide could 


swear he heard a ____ prehistoric man say. “Ooga 
(adjective) 


walla fooga ooga Boogafooga, which in Cavespeak means: 


“NOBODY BETTER LAY A FINGER 
&@ ON MY BUTTERFINGERY” 


Corporation. All Rights Reserved. 
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LO, THERE SHALL COME. 
A BARTMAN!! 


--AND IT MAY TAKE THIS 
SMALL TOWN MONTHS TO 
CLEAN UP AFTER THIS 
DISASTER. AND SPEAKING 
OF CLEANING UP-- 


Methful CINDY VANCE 
Corplot / Colors 
% 
Nefarious BILL MORRISON 
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Fox: { 


~-YOUR MOTHER MAY HAVE THROWN 
AWAY A TREASURE TROVE WHEN SHE 
CLEANED OUT YOUR CLOSET ALL THOSE 

YEARS AGO. IT SEEMS THOSE COMIC 
BOOKS MANY OF US READ AS CHILDREN 
ARE NOW FETCHING FABULOUS PRICES 


HEY, HOMER, GIVE ME MONEY 
TO BUY SOME LOWBROW 
ENTERTAINMENT AT THE 
COMIC CONVENTION 
TOMORROW. 


~ZZ 


HUH? COMIC 
CONVENTION? 

WILL FLIP WILSON 
BE THERE? 


A CASE IN POINT IS THIS 


FROM MILES AROUND TO BUY 
AND SELL THEIR GARISH PIECES 
OF NEWSPRINT NOSTALGIA. 


FEATURED AT THE CONVENTION WILL BE 
ARNOLD LEACH, THE MAN RESPONSIBLE 
FOR THE RADIOACTIVE MAN COMIC BOOK, 
ON SUNDAY HE’LL BE RECEIVING THE 
COVETED “GOOD GUY” AWARD IN 
RECOGNITION OF HIS ACHIEVMENTS IN 
RAISNG THE PUBLIC’S PERCEPTION OF THIS 
LOWBROW ENTERTAINMENT MEDIUM. 


DON’T FORGET, YOU 
TWO, TOMORROW'S 
THE DAY FOR OUR 
SEMI-MONTHLY 
VISIT TO GRAMPA, 


AS IF MAH-JONGG 
WEREN'T BAD ENOUGH, NOW 
VM PAIRED WITH THAT JERK 

IN THE PARCHEESI 

TOURNAMENT, TOO. 


| CAN’T BELIEVE I'M STUCK 
HERE WHEN | COULD BE AT THE 
CONVENTION SPENDING HOMER'S 
HARD-EARNED CASH. HEY, WHAT TH--?. 


IT’S A NEAR-MINT COPY OF ISSUE 27! 
RADIOACTIVE MAN’S LAST BATTLE WITH 
DR. CRAB--BEFORE DR. CRAB MUTATED! 


WHOA! WHERE'D YOU 
[BK GET THIS, GRAMPA? 


MY NEW NEIGHBOR GAVE 
'T TO ME. HE'S GOT A PILE 
OF THAT CRAP--HE WON’T 

SHUT UP ABOUT IT. 


IF YOU HATE IT SO 
MUCH, WHY'D HE GIVE 
'T TO yOu? 


HERE, PLL 


SEE THIS ON . 
THEIR FAN MAIL PAGE? IT WAS 
MY FIRST PUBLISHED LETTER 
OF COMPLAINT! 


Hl, ABE. JUST COME ON IN. THERE'S NOT 
THOUGHT I'D STOP MUCH ROOM HERE, SO | KEEP 
IN AND SAY “#HI 7 THEM IN THE CLOSET. 


UDID QUITE A FEW OF (GASP) MORTY MANN--! 
THESE BOOKS--THOUGH | 
CAPTAIN SQUID--THE SUPERIOR KNOW YOU'VE NEVER 
SQUADRON--PLASMO THE SS HEARD MY NAME, YOU'RE THE CREATOR 
MYSTIC--WHAT’S AN OLD GUY OF RADIOACTIVE MAN! 
LIKE YOU DOING WITH ALL 
THIS COOL STUFF? 


L USED TO BE A CARTOONIST T USED A LOT OF 
MANY YEARS AGO. | BUILT THIS PSEUDONUMS IN THE OLD 
COLLECTION THEN, AND I'VE HELD DAUS--VIC MORTON, BIFF 
ON TO IT EVER SINCE. O'RILEY, MORTY MANN-- 


MR. MANKIEWICZ CERTAINLY IS A 
NICE MAN, IT’S A SHAME HE SAID 
HE'S HAVING TO SELL OFF HIS COMIC 
BOOKS TO PAY HIS BILLS. 


YEAH--WHAT A DUMMU! | THAT NIGHT... IN TONIGHT’S HEADLINES--THE MIDDLE EAST 


WOULDA HELD OUT FOR AT 
LEAST $300! 


TODAY AT THE CONVENTION, ARNOLD LEACH 
ANNOUNCED A GIANT-SIZED SPECIAL ISSUE OF 
RADIOACTIVE MAN COMICS THAT WILL MEAN 
SOME GIANT-SIZED CHANGES FOR THE ATOMIC 
AVENGER. HE TELLS US MORE IN THIS 
EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW, 


SUCH INJUSTICES ARE THE iweviTate | 
RESULT OF A SYSTEM THAT KEEPS 
OWNERSHIP OF THE MEANS OF 
PRODUCTION OUT OF THE HANDS OF 
THE WORKERS, MOM. 


IMAGINE--HE CREATED 
THE CORNERSTONE OF A 
MERCHANDISING EMPIRE, BUT 
HE WAS FORCED TO SELL ALL 
HIS RIGHTS TO THE PUBLISHER 
FOR A MERE $250. 


ON THE VERGE OF WAR--KILLER STORMS 
STRIKE--STARTLING NEW NUMBERS ON THE 
ECONOMY--BUT FIRST, WE BRING YOU THIS 
SPECIAL REPORT ON THE SPRINGFIELD COMIC 

CONVENTION: DAY ONE. 


MR. LEACH, YOU'VE PLL TELL YOU THE SAME 
STUNNED THE COMICS WORLD THING | TOLD CHANNEL 4. 
WITH THIS ANNOUNCEMENT. THE SALES ARE DOWN. TODAY'S 
QUESTION EVERYONE'S ASKING KIDS ARE GETTING BORED 
IS--WHY THE SPECIAL ISSUE? WITH RADIOACTIVE MAN. 


Read more FREE comics on ReadComicOnline 


SO WHAT ARE YOUR PLANS FOR 
THIS GIANT-SIZED ISSUE? 


~-WE’RE GONNA 


| FIGURE WE NEED TO MAKE 
SOME CHANGES--SHAKE THINGS 
UP A LITTLE, SO-- 


KILL HIM. 


MARK MY 
WORD, SALES 
wilt 


SKYROCKET. 


IT’S AN EPIC! FROM CHAPTER 1, “IF A FOE DOTH 
SLAY ME!” TO CHAPTER 8, “THE READING OF... THE 
WILL!” KIDS WILL LOVE IT. 


THEY'RE KILLING 
HIM OFF, MILHOUSE! 
WHAT ARE WE 
GONNA DO? 


| DON'T KNOW, BART- 
BUY EXTRA COPIES AND 
DOUBLE-BAG "EM? 


WELL, IN TIMES OF TROUBLE, 
MEN HAVE OF TEN FOUND 
COMFORT IN THE CLASSICS--IN 
THIS CASE, A VINTAGE COPY OF 
RADIOACTIVE MAN #418. 


LATER THAT NIGHT. 


(STILL CAN’T BELIEVE IT. 
THEY'RE MURDERING MY HERO! 
YEARS FROM NOW, THIS IS 
PROBABLY THE MOMENT I'LL BE 
TELLING MY PAROLE BOARD ABOUT. 


OH, BABY, WHAT A 
MASTERPIECE OF GRAPHIC 
STORYTELLING! RADIOACTIVE 
MAN DEFEATS THE MENACE 
OF THE KING OF CRIME! 


THIS IS IT! 
THE PENTHOUSE 
APARTMENT -~OF 
COURSE! PLL Just 
SWOOP DOWN AND 
PAY HIM A LITTLE 

SOCIAL CALL! 


ACCORDING TO 
MY IRRADIATED 
SENSES, THE 
KING OF CRIME’S 
LAIR IS NEARBY! 


WHAT BITTER IRONS--DENEATH 11's THE FIRE MARSHALL, KINGY. 
THIS FACADE OF REFINEMENT . 
DIDN'T ANYONE EVER TELL YOU 
BEATS THE HEART OF A Met TT's DANGEROUS TO 
VAST EMPIRE OF CORRUPTION Moke IN BED? 
AND EVIL! 2 


IT’S LUCKY FOR you | W-WAIT A MINUTE! MAYBE 

AB IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD. MMM--ULPL WE CAN MAKE A DEAL! 

YOU MIGHT HAVE JUST DON'T HIT MEL 
GOTTEN HURT! 


COOL! THAT EVIL-DOER SURE CHANGED 
HIS TUNE WHEN FACED WITH THE 
AWESOME POWER OF RADIOACTIVE MAN! 
TOO BAD ARNOLD LEACH CAN'T GET THE 
SAME TREATMENT. HMMM... 


THUS THIS NIGHT IS A HERO BORN, 
THERE SHALL COME..A BARTMAN! 


LL JUST... 
WHOOPS! 


| DON'T BELIEVE 
IT. THEY'RE 
NEVER LOCKED IN 
RADIOACTIVE MAN! 


IF THERE'S ONE THING I’VE LEARNED FROM 
COMIC BOOKS, IT’S THAT CRIMINALS ARE A 
SUPERSTITIOUS, COWARDLY LOT. TO STRIKE 
TERROR INTO THEIR HEARTS, MAYBE ALL YOU 
NEED IS A DISGUISE. A CREATURE OF THE J 
NIGHT--DARK --TERRIBLE-- 


ACCORDING TO THE GUY 
AT THE DESK, LEACH'S 
LAIR IS JUST BELOW ME. 


WELL, THERE'S SOMETHING ELSE 
VE GOTTEN FROM COMIC 
BOOKS--AND IT MIGHT JUST BE 
CRAZY ENOUGH TO WORK, 


YOU HAVEN'T 
ESCAPED ME YET, 
ARNOLD LEACH. SO 
SWEARS...BARTMAN! 


THIS IS KENT BROCKMAN, CHANNEL 6 EYE ON SPRINGFIELD. WE 
INTERRUPT THE SUPERBOWL TO BRING YOU THIS SPECIAL LIVE 
COVERAGE OF THE SPRINGFIELD COMIC CONVENTION: DAY TWO. IN 
JUST A FEW MOMENTS, ARNOLD LEACH WILL BE RECEIVING THE 


HOW ABOUT “MY 
FELLOW RATS”? 


HUMILITY THAT I 
ACCEPT THIS 
RICHLY-DESERVED 


“AWARD...” YEAH, “MY FELLOW 


CONNOISSEURS 
OF THE COMIC 
BOOK ARTS...” 


CUTE COSTUME, THAT'S OKAY, 
KI BUT I'M NOT LEACH. I'M HERE 
BUYING ANY NEW TO SEE YOU 


SUPERHEROES TODAY, rane ony 


BOUGHT--OR 
SHOULD | SAY 
“STOLE”? 


WELL, WELL..MORTY MANKIEWICZ. 

COME TO WATCH YOUR OLD BOSS 

GET HIS GOOD GUY AWARD, EH? 

AND ALL THIS TIME | THOUGHT 
YOU WERE DEAD. 


AND HERE'S THE 
MAN YOU STOLE 
HIM FROM! 


| MIGHT AS WELL BE, FOR ALL YOU 
CARE, | GAVE YOU RADIOACTIVE 
MAN--THE FOUNDATION OF YOUR 


wALL | ASK IS THAT YOU SPARE 
RADIOACTIVE MAN. 


NOT YOUR CREATION, MORTY--MINE! 
ACCORDING TO THE CONTRACT 


WHOLE COMPANY--AND YOU 
TOSSED ME ASIDE! YOU FIRED ME 
OFF MY OWN STRIPE 


DON'T KILL MY CREATION, 


YOU SIGNED ALL THOSE YEARS AGO, 
BOFFO COMICS CREATED RADIO- 
ACTIVE MAN. IF YOU WERE STUPID 
ENOUGH TO SIGN AWAY ALL YOUR 


RIGHTS, THAT'S YOUR PROBLEM. 


YOU GOT THE 
MERCHANDISING, THE 
ROYALTIES, THE MOVIE: 
DON’T CARE ABOUT THAT. 


JUST ASK ANY GOOD COPYRIGHT 
LAWYER, | OWN RADIOACTIVE 
MAN. | CAN DO WHATEVER | 

WANT WITH HIM-- 


OOPS! IT’S BEEN 
SWELL, MORTY, BUT 
| GUESS IT’S TIME 
FOR ME TO FACE 
THOSE MORONIC 
LITTLE FANBOY 


HOLD IT RIGHT THERE, LEACH! I"VE BEEN RECORDING THIS 
ENTIRE MEETING--WITH THE SPUMASTER JR. TAPE 
RECORDER | ORDERED FROM THE BACK OF ONE OF YOUR 
COMICS! WHAT DO YOU THINK WOULD HAPPEN IF THIS TAPE 
FELL INTO THE HANDS OF THE MEDIA--OR OF “THOSE 
MORONIC LITTLE FANBOY GEEKS”? 


AND NOW IT’S MY 
PLEASURE TO PRESENT 
THE MAN YOU'VE ALL 
BEEN WAITING FOR--A 
TRUE HUMANITARIAN--MR. 
ARNOLD LEACH! 


MY FELLOW CONNOISSEURS OF THE COMIC BOOK 
ARTS--SINCE | ANNOUNCED THE SPECIAL “DEATH OF, 
RADIOACTIVE MAN” ISSUE YESTERDAY, THE 
RESPONSE HAS BEEN TRULY OVERWHELMING. 
DISTRIBUTORS HERE AT THE CONVENTION HAVE 
ALREADY ORDERED A RECORD NUMBER OF COPIES. 


I'M TOUCHED BY THIS OUTPOURING OF SUPPORT FOR OUR 
[BELOVED ATOMIC AVENGER, SO I'M PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE 
A SPECIAL NEW LIMITED SERIES, TO BE CALLED-- 


| HAVE ALSO MET WITH--UH 
REPRESENTATIVES OF COMICS 
FANDOM, WHO EXPRESSED 
GREAT AFFECTION FOR 
RADIOACTIVE MAN. 


--“THE RETURN OF 
RADIOACTIVE MAN!” 


ITLL BE WRITTEN BY THE GUY WHO KNOWS HIM 
BEST--RADIOACTIVE MAN’S CREATOR, MORTY MANN! 


IT WILL BE FOLLOWED BY THE REAPPEARANCE 
OF RADIOACTIVE MAN’S OWN CONTINUING 
SERIES-- RE-NUMBERED STARTING WITH AN 
ALL-NEW ISSUE NUMBER 1! 


THAT WAS THE SCENE THIS AFTERNOON AT THE 
SPRINGFIELD COMIC CONVENTION: DAY 2. ARNOLD 
LEACH SHOWED THE WORLD WHAT GOOD GUYS 
ARE REALLY MADE OF... 


~-EIGHT DIFFERENT 
COVERS--MUTANT GUEST STAR 
CROSSOVERS--POLUBAGGED WITH 
A TRADING CARD AND 
POSTER--BLAH BLAH BLAH-- 


AND GAVE A CERTAIN 
RADIOACTIVE HERO'S 
TRAGIC TALE A HAPPY 
ENDING... 


4 Jolly MATT GROENING 


Production 


Nefarious BILL MORRISON 
Art 


{ FLANDERS, FOR ONCE I'M 
ARREST AND INCARCERATION OF EL BARTO, WITH YOU. THIS EL BARTO 
7 THAT MYSTERIOUS UNKNOWN SERIAL GUY HAS GONE TOO FAR. 

\ SPRAYPAINTER. ARE YOUR FOLKS AT HOME? 


SURE, & 
MR. FLANDERS. 


PVE BEEN THE BUTT OF HIS TWISTED 
HUMOR A FEW TIMES MYSELF. BUT, 
ONCE THE MAYOR GETS THIS PETITION, 
ITLL ALL BE BEHIND Us, 


GOO SIGNATURES LATER. 


HE FOLLOWING BROAD. 


CAST WAS PAID FOR BY THE 
COMMITTEE TO RE-ELECT 


THEY'RE LIKE SHEEP. ONCE 
| POUR ON THE CHARISMA, 
THEY'LL HAND ME THEIR 


AHEM! MY FELLOW 
SPRINGFIELDIANS. AS 
WE APPROACH 
RE-ELECTION DAY, | 
COME BEFORE YOU, 
NOT WITH ANOTHER 
EMPTY CAMPAIGN 
PROMISE, BUT WITH 
A PROPOSITION. 


VOTES ON A SILVER TRAY 


am HUH? 


BY ELECTION EVE, | 
WILL RID THIS FAIR 
TOWN OF THE PLAGUE 
WE CALL "EL BARTO" 
ONCE AND FOR ALL. 
ALL | ASK FOR IN 
RETURN, IS ANOTHER 
FOUR YEARS TO FINISH 
THE JOB | STARTED 
TWENTY-FOUR 
YEARS AGO. 


WOW, IF HE CAN 
CATCH EL BURRITO, 
HE’S GOT MY VOTE. 


I'M SURPRISED YOU'VE 
GOT ENOUGH BRAIN 
CELLS LEFT TO 
REMEMBER TO VOTE. 


HUH? VOTE 
FOR WHAT? 


NICE SPEECH, 
MAYOR. GOOD 
LUCK CATCHING 
€L BARTO. 
HEH HEH. 


YOU LISTEN TO ME, WIGGUM. 
PM TRAILING IN THE POLLS. 
\F | LOSE THIS ELECTION, I'M 
TAKING YOU DOWN WITH ME! 


# I WANT A CITY-WIDE 
DRAGNET. DOUBLE SHIFTS, 
\ STAKEOUTS, THE WORKS, 


OKAY, BOYS, GIVE THOSE CRULLERS A BREAK 
AND LISTEN UP. QUIMBY'S TURNING UP THE | | AND COFFEE BREAKS 
HEAT ON THE EL BARTO CASE. | | WILL BE LIMITED TO 

| 90 MINUTES. 


THIS IS FOR ALL THE 
MARBLES, BOYS. NOW’ 
GET OUT THERE, AND PM A BUSY WIGGUM, PLANT OKAY, QUIMBY, DON’T 
MAN, QUIMBY. YOUR FLAT-FOOTED GET YOUR SHORTS IN 
WHAT IS IT? REAR END IN THAT AN UPROAR, HERE'S 
CHAIR AND SHUT UP. THE STORY SO FAR... 
| WANT A FULL 
STATUS REPORT ON 
THE EL BARTO CASE. 


LOOK, EDDIE. 
UNDERINFLATED TIRES. 
{/——— 


AY, MA BARKER, 
'S TAKE A RIDE TO 
THE STATION HOUSE. 


“WE HAULED IN SEVERAL PRIME SUSPECTS--- ---BUT IN SPITE OF OUR TOP NOTCH 
INTERROGATION METHODS, WE 
COULDN'T MAKE ANYTHING STICK.’ 


TURN TO 
THE RIGHT. 


GET OFF DUTY? 


“MEANWHILE, AN UNDERCOVER STING OPERATION 
WAS BEING STAGED IN THE PARK.” 


“NEXT, WE SET UP STAKEOUTS AT 
VARIOUS LOCATIONS IN AN EFFORT 
TO CATCH EL BARTO IN THE AC 


f WITH THIS BRONZE Yam 
PAINT AND THESE 4 THERE’S NO WAY 

COSTUMES, WE'LL LOOK HE CAN RESIST. 
JUST LIKE STATUE! : 


YOUR EYES 
ND IGNOR 
THE 
BLINKING 
AND 
BREATHING, 
THEY DO 
SORT OF 
LOOK LIKE 
STATUES, 


WHAT THE HECK 
ARE THOSE FUNNY 
SQUARE THINGS? 


THEYRE 
CALLED BOOKS, 


= 2 HarperPerennial 
A Di of Harpe shers 
Now available at ge (eal asatins & esl ise 


1(800) 331-3761. Major credit cards accepted, 


Battling Homer Kong and Momthra! Making the world safe 


li 
again as Bartman! Cheating against the limb-tearing Juggernauts... i \ \ ) 
it's the no-challenge-too-big, no-trouble-too-deep, Bart Simpson’! 

Roast a city as the fire-breathing Bartzilla 
on SNES". Battle atop the power plant towers 
on Game Boy”! Wield villain-vanquishing 
Super-Powers on NES"! 


ALL-ACTION, ALL-COOL...ALL BART! 


“BART'S NIGHTMARE” ON SUPER NES“! “BART VS. THE JUGGERNAUTS' 
7 fex 2s 2 F323) z 


GREAT BALLS OF FIRE 
TTS BARTZILLA 


ENTERTHE PAGES OF ITLL TAKE ALL YOUR | 
BART'S FAVORITE COMIC BARTMAN SUPERPOWE! 
BOOK ASBARTMAN, TO DEFEAT DR. CRAB. | 


D BEAT 
THE ATOMIC AGE! OR THEY'LL BEAT YOU! 


“FINALLY WE MOUNTED A DOOR-TO-DOOR 
CAMPAIGN, QUESTIONING RESIDENTS AND 


SEARCHING FOR EVIDENCE. NO STONE WAS 
LEFT UNTURNED." 


LOOKS LIKE THE PRODUCT 
OF BAD GENES. NOPE, 
HAVEN'T SEEN HIM. 


J WOULD YOU BOYS LIKE TO 
COME IN FOR SOME COFFEE 
MAND SNICKERDOODLES? 


SO THAT’S IT, 
MAYOR. IN SPITE OF 
OUR DILIGENCE, EL 

BARTO STILL HAS 
US BEHIND THE 


WELL, HEAR ME 
LOUD AND CLEAR, 
WIGGUM. | WANT 


THAT VANDAL 
BEHIND BARS BY 
NOON TOMORROW, 
OR ELSE! 


WELL, OKAY. BUT WHAT 
ARE YOU BUYING? 


YOU'RE NOT GOING OUT 
ON ANOTHER EL BARTO 
SORTIE, ARE YOU? 


| NEED A NEW CAN 
OF SPRAY PAINT. 


1 WISH YOU WOULDN'T. 
yO! 


CALL YOUR PEOPLE. 


THANKS FOR ; 

PM FEELING GROOVY 
THE MOOLAH! TODAY. | THINK PLL 
y-GLO 


PINK HIGH GLOSS. 


|, BABY. NOTHING 

BEATS A TRIPLE BEEF 

KRUSTY BURGER WITH 
EXTRA KETCHUP. 


a 
PLL DUCK IN HERE i 
FOR A BITE, AND 2 Name) 
WAIT UNTIL THE 


coast is clear JY 


SAY KID, THAT'S A MIGHTY SUSPICIOUS 
STAIN ON YOUR SHIRT. IT WOULDN'T BE 
SPRAY PAINT, WOULD IT? 


THEY ASKED US NOT TO 
MAKE ANY PREDICTIONS 
UNTIL AFTER THE POLLS 
CLOSE, BUT WHAT THE HECK, 
WITH ONLY EIGHT HOURS TO 
GO IN THIS MAYORAL RACE, 
WE'RE DECLARING DIAMOND 
JOE QUIMBY THE WINNER BY 
A LANDSLIDE. 


THE RESULTS FROM THE 
FORENSICS LAB ARE IN. THE 
PAINT USED BY EL BARTO 
AND THE STAIN ON YOUR 
SHIRT ARE BOTH RED. IT’S 
A PERFECT MATCH! 


CUFF #IM, BOYS! 


OF COURSE, MAYOR 
QUIMBYS’ RENEWED 
POPULARITY IS DUE 
TO YESTERDAY'S 
INCARCERATION OF THE 
NOTORIOUS EL BARTO, 


SPECIAL LITTLE GUY 
ROTTING IN JAIL. 


WITH BART SIMPSON STILL IN JAIL, "EL BARTO" 
ATTACKS CONTINUE THROUGHOUT THE CITY, 
A BAFFLED CHIEF WIGGUM HAS BEEN FORCED 
TO ADMIT HE’S ARRESTED THE WRONG BOY. 
WHEN TOLD OF HIS IMMINENT RELEASE, 
YOUNG SIMPSON HAD THIS TO SAY.-~ 


| SAID IT BEFORE, AND I’LL SAY IT AGAIN. | 
DIDN'T DO IT, NOBODY SAW ME DO IT, YOU 
CAN’T PROVE ANYTHING, 


LISA, | KNOW THE TRUTH, 
WHILE | WAS IN JAIL, YOU 
ma BECAME EL BARTO, 


WELCOME HOME, 
A BART. HOW IS LIFE 
IN THE JOINT? 


HOW DID 
YOU KNO' 


THESE WERE 
STASHED NEAR 
YOUR BIKE-- 
AND THEYRE 
NOT MY BRAND. 


"BECAUSE | LOVE YOU, 
BART. | COULDN’T JUST 
STAND BY AND WATCH 


LISA, YOU HATE GRAFFITI. WHY 
DID YOU COMPROMISE YOUR 
VALUES AND TURN TO CRIME? 


AT THAT MOMENT, INSIDE FS cone EXPLOSION IN 30 SECONDS. “JIE ai) 
THE NUCLEAR POWER PLANT... y =/_ PLEASE PROCEED CALMLY Ti 
: wy) 


on a A NEAREST EMERGENCY € 
° Ps = eo ~ 


MELTDOWN HAS BEEN AVERTED, a 
RETURN TO WORK IMMEDIATELY. 


¥ Sl J MY A 3 
Read more FREE comics on ReadComicOnline 


BERGER BABY FOOD 
PRESENTS THE NEW 


BERGER BABY — 


RUN FOR YOUR LIVES! 
A TIGER HAS ESCAPED 
FROM THE CIRCUS! 


aa JS YES, YES. YOU NEED NOT BE 
A FORCEFUL. | AM FAMILIAR WITH THE 
Mm PROTOCOL OF ARMED ROBBERY. 


Bal surety you woun) fe 
* OUR 


OT 
FELLOW NATIVE OF, 
THE INDIAN : 
SUB-CONTINENT Ja 


~ - SET ASIDE FOR ME, FOR 


» Fi EEEEE- 


c DUFF, FROSTY KRU 
FLAKES..WE JUST NEED TO PICK 
UP SOME FOOD FOR YOU, MAGGIE. 


GIVE A HOOT! 
SUBSCRIBE TO 
SIMPSONS 
ILLUSTRATED! 


Get the only 

of ficial magazine 
of, for, and about 
America’s favorite 
cartoon family! 


FEATURING: 


3? All-new comics 
starring your favorite 
Simpsons characters! 


vv Exclusive 
behind-the-scenes 
revelations about the 
making of The 
Simpsons TV show! 


wv Hilarious. features, 
fun ‘Ww games, and 
late-breaking news! 
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A MESSAGE FROM MATT 


You laughed at Bart in his TV show! You stared in awe at the 
giant inflated Bart in the Macy’s Thanksgiving parade! 

You bought the Bart T-shirts! You played the Bart video 
games! You even danced the Bartman! 

Bart books! 

Bart badges! 

Bart bendables! 

Bart beverages! 

Is there no end to the mass craving for Simpsons-related 
foolishness??? 

Yo, kids, and welcome to the first big, spiffy ish of 
Simpsons Comics and Stories! 

Let me explain something. See, I never really expected to 
get anywhere as a cartoonist. Not professionally, anyway. I've 
been drawing like crazy since I was a little geek, but my pic 
tures always looked crude and awkward, and I was torn 
between the urge to create great art and the urge to destroy the 
horrible scrawls that stared back at me. 

So this whole Simpsons thing is, to use a term from my gen 
eration, a mind-blower. I didn’t plan on any of this. I was a lousy 
artist. Over and over I tried to draw Batman, but he always 
ended up looking like a weird skinny guy with potatoes stuffed 
throughout his leotard. During my formative years, nobody ever 
looked over my shoulder and said, “I see promise in you, young 
man. Keep it up.” 

Cartoonist? I figured I'd grow up to be a miserable grump 
pulling a cart in a tire warehouse, making insulting caricatures 


on the walls of the loading dock when the supervisor wasn't 
looking. 
But I was ever so wrong. 


Which brings me to my message: Don’t be a fool, stay in 
school and doodle. 

We all hope you enjoy this premiere issue of Simpsons 
Comics and Stories. Let us know what you think 


Your pal. 


Mitt’ GROENING 


WARNING: NOT A REAL PUBLIC SERVICE ADVERTISEMENT 


KEEP YOUR WORK AREA 
CLEAN. SLIPPERY FLOORS 


HEY KIDS! 
ALWAYS BUY 
KRUSTY BRAND 


ALWAYS CHECK YOUR ELECTRICAL CORDS. A FRAYED 
OR DAMAGED CORD CAN CAUSE DANGEROUS SHOCKS. 


Rs 


WATCH WHERE YOU STORE GASOLINE AND OTHER FLAMMABLE THAT'S ALL FOR NOW, KIDS. AND 
MATERIALS. A SINGLE SPARK CAN CAUSE MAJOR DAMAGE. REMEMBER THE KRUSTY SAFETY 
JINGLE--"FOLLOW THE RULES WE'VE 
DEMONSTRATED OR ELSE YOU'LL 
WIND UP MUTILATED!” 


A Rollicking MATT GROENING Production t? Joltie’ STEVE VANCE: Story / Layouts $2 Rascally MIKE POLCINO: Finished Art t Mithful CINDY VANCE: Colors 
(©1993 Matt Groening Productions, Inc. All Rights Reserved. The Simpsons © & TM Twentioth Cantury Fox Film Corporation. All Rights Reserved. Used with permission. 


This collector's edition of Simpsons 
Comics and Stories is a special publi- 
cation of Simpsons Illustrated, the 
official magazine of America’s favorite 
cartoon family. Here's some mail 
from our regular readers. 

Send your mail and pictures to: 
Junk Mail, Welsh Publishing Group, 
300 Madison Ave., New York, NY 
10017. Please write on the back of 
your pictures, “For consideration for 
publication in Simpsons Iustrated. 1 
agree if you publish my submission it 
becomes your property,” and sign 
your name. If you don’t, we can’t use 
‘em. Thanks! 


Dear Editor, 

I would like to respond to a letter in 
the Summer '93 issue: you are sooo00 
terribly wrong. 

The real meaning of life is to eat pota- 
to chips and watch The Simpsons for- 
ever, or until you blow vomitous potato 
chunks all over yourself and then vea 
green liquid squirt out of your nose until 
you go blind from watching too much TV 
and die from too many bad Simpsons 
jokes. That is the real meaning of life. 

Lenny Marks, 
Oklahoma City, OK 


Dear Simpsons Illustrated, 

Awe. All I can say is that I have com- 
plete and total awe for the Simpsons. 
They're the ideal family for the '90s. Only 
I must say that I think we devoted view- 
ers deserve more Itchy & Scratchy on the 
show. You got your point across, They 
e exactly like Tom & Jerry on dope: 


Chris Hodges, Summer Shade, KY 


They are the highlight of every truly good 
Simpsons show. Plus, I would get on my 
knees and pray to you if you'd only print 
more pullouts, The Krusty pullout from 
the Nancy Cartwright issue brightens up 
my bedroom like the light of the sun on a 
perfect day. If you give me something 
that good, how can you expect me not to 
ask for more? Realize that I love this 
ow, Magazine, and your creativity. My 
applause to the crew! Keep up your 
excellent (and, may I say, slightly 
deranged?) work! 


Alethea White 
Mechanicsville, VA 


Francess Jaen, Sunrise, FL 


Dear Simpsons Illustrated, 

1 think your magazine is awesome 
Every one I get, I read six or seven times. 
ly favorite part of your magazine is the 
“Behind the Scenes.” I found out a lot I 
didn't know about the making of The 
Simpsons. 


Melody Smart 
Batavia, NY 


Dear Simpsons Illustrated, 

Ever since I got my first Simpsons 
Mlustrated, I haven't taken my eyes off of 
it. My mom loves to read Simpsons 
Mlustrated, too. My brother looked like 
Bart when he got a hornet sting on his 
lip, but Bart doesn’t wear glasses. 

In the next issue, can you put a Krusty 
poster in it? Can you put a comic of 
Radioactive Man in your magazine? 

Matt Innocent 

Armdale, Nova Scotia 

Whoa. We did a Krusty poster in the 

Summer issue, and Radioactive Man is 

in this special ish 
what? 


Is that service or 


Dear Editor, 

On July 22, 1992, I went to a bookstore 
to get a book. But for some reason I 
decided to get a magazine instead. So 
then I went to the magazine section, so 
then I looked and I couldn't find anything 


Jerrod Peterson, Tulsa, OK 


good. So I began to walk away until I saw 
in the very comer was a magazine called 
Simpsons Illustrated and I've always 
loved the Simpsons. So then I checked it 
out and I got it. And I really was in shock 
because I figured it would be some dumb 
magazine but whoa was I wrong!!! Your 
big fan, 


David Gare 
Los Angeles, CA 


Dear Editors, 

I enjoy your magazine, I think it 
should have the famous “Radioactive 
Man” comics in it. We had school maga- 
zine sales, and I sold this magazine to 
MYSELF! I like “Junk Mail.” I used the 
tricks in one issue. They surprised every 
one. Also, I took an issue to school and it 
was a big hit! I convinced two people to 
subscribe, and in the songs part, I had to 
Tun off tons of copies for my fellow cl 
mates and friends 


Aubrey Montague 
Great Bend, KS 
The copyright police will be by to confis- 


cate those unauthorized copies, Aubrey 


Dear Simpsons Illustrated, 

In your Fall '92 issue, there was a part 
on page 32 where there was “The Gravity 
Defying Human Centipede.” I tried that 
one and really messed up! (We did it in 
my class.) We all fell down! I fell down 
and almost sprained my ankle. Oh, well 

Lesley Wolf 
Syracuse, NY 


Hello 
Will the Simpsons ever change their 
clothes? 

Richard Troiano 

Winthrop, MA 

They change their clothes every day, 

Richard—they just have a bunch of 
identical outfits. 


Dear Editor, 

I really believed that “So You Are 
Wanting To Start A Small Business!” in 
the July ‘92 issue was real until I read the 
top of the page. Why do you put in 
advertisements for other magazines 
instead of putting more pages for your 
magazine? | like when you do interviews. 


Read more FREE comics on ReadComicOnline 


‘They're interesting and you find out more 
about the character. The magazine is 
really short. I can read it in only a few 
minutes. Sorry about all of the com- 
plaints. 


Natalie Weigl 
Lorain, OH 


Mee 
Aaron Ortega, Gatesville, TX 


Dear Editor, 

0 a Brazilian 10-year-old boy and I 
am studying English. I received three 
Simpsons Illustrated magazines from an 
American friend who lives in Texas. That 
was a good present and I like this maga- 
zine so much. 


Arthur Guzzo 
Campinas, Brazil 


Dear Matt Groening, 

I laugh like erazy when I watch The 
Simpsons. I have a few questions, 
though. 

1. | know your father's name is Homer, 
your mother’s name is Marge, and you 
have two sisters named Lisa and Maggie, 
but where did you get Bart's name? 

2. I like the show when the fake 
Michael Jackson comes to Springfield, 
but why don't you make a show where 
the real Michael Jackson comes to 
Springfield? He's my favorite real person. 

3. I've heard that you do the suck, 
suck sound on Maggie’s pacifier. Is this 
true? 

4. What state is Springfield in? 

5. Is Apu from another country, and if 
so, which one? 

6. In the baseball episode, Mr. Burns 
told Smithers he had 24 hours to get 
some pro baseballers. But, according to 
my baseball cards, Darryl Strawberry 
in L.A., CA; Roger Clemens lives in 
Katy, TX; Ken Griffey, Jr. lives in Renton, 
WA; and Ozzie Smith lives in St. Louis, 
MO. So how did Smithers get all across 
the U.S. of A. in 24 hours? 

Jordan Davidson 

Orangeville, ONT, Canada 
1. It’s an anagram for “brat.” 
2. He's refused to come until the new 
80,000-seat Springfield Sports Arena is 
built. 
3. No, but Matt does make some of 
Bart's burping sounds 
state of bewilderment. Thanks for 
asking. 
5. He's from India. 
6. He didn't have to go cross-country. 


He just got on the phone with their 
agents. 


Dear Simpsons Illustrated, 

I absolutely love the Simpsons and 
your magazine. My question is how long 
will the Simpsons last? I hope for a long 
time. I also have a comment about the 
show. You know how Bart always plays 
those prank calls on Moe. Well, the day 
that Bart came to Moe's with Homer and 
talked to Moe, wouldn't you think Moe 
would have noticed his voice? Just a 
thought. 

Heidi Hallden 

Rockford, IL 

You might think that if you didn’t know 
how dumb Moe really is, Heidi. 


Dear Simpsons Illustrated, 
Why does Bart always win at calling 
prank calls? Why doesn't Moe win? 
Mark Winchell 
Stockton, CA 
See the previous letter, Mark. 


Dear Smithers, 

1 would like to know why you are such * 
a butt kisser with Mr. Burns. And how 
did you ever get the job you have in the 
first place? 


George Coggins 

Old Forge, PA 

Seems like you answered your own 
question, George. 


Dear Simpsons Illustrated, 
When I received the summer '92 issue, 
I noticed that in Barney's Top 40 there is 
no number 30. Did you do this on pur- 
pose or is it a mistake? 
Chris Lehner 
Hawkesbury, ONT., Canada 
Barney can’t count very well, can he? 


Dear Editor, 

In the 1992 Summer edition of 
Simpsons Illustrated, Matt Zimmer from 
Sudbury, MA, said, “I feel it would be in 
your best interest to talk to The 
Simpsons’ producers and ask if they 


Willam Young, Norcross, GA 


could edit out “Damn you" and put in 
“Curse you” or “Blast it” in its place.” I 
think that is very stupid. That is one of 
the good and funny things about The 
Simpsons. Like that episode where Ned 
Flanders thought Homer was swearing 
too much, that was the whole funny thing 
about that episode. 

T love when they swear because that’s 
the first cartoon I've heard that swears 
and it’s cool. 

Also, Matt Zimmer said “People like 
Dan Castellaneta and Harry Shearer can 
get away with it because both of them 
used to be on adult-oriented prime-time 
programs where language like that is 
acceptable.” I think that Dan Castellaneta 
and Harry Shearer can do whatever they 
want and it’s none of Matt Zimmer's busi- 
ness! 

Brock Wilks 
Pocatello, ID 
Dear Editors, 

T've heard that George Bush said that 
the Waltons are better than the 
Simpsons. I think he needs the broccoli 
shoved down his throat. The Simpsons 
are better than the Waltons. 

Let Bush eat broccoli! 
Simpsons stay popular forever! 


And the 


ne Tubbs, 


Crockett, TX 
Well, we've stayed popular longer than 
he did, anyway. 


Betty Peng, Anaheim, CA 


